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enforcement of law. The under- world 

“lays low” until the storm blows over 

and then gradually resumes its 

activities. We are now in a period of 

lax enforcement of law. The 

approaching election may have some 

bearing on the situation. The 

appended letter to Mayor Cowgill 

explains the present conditions. 

THE FUTURE OUTLOOK 

The character of public opinion will 

largely determine the future check 

placed on commercialized vice. 

Through it laws can be secured and 

enforced. Where public opinion is 

indifferent the underworld is 

ascendent. When public opinion is 

aroused it is all power- 

pulpit and the press are 

agencies of expression of 

public opinion. They reflect as 

well as create public sentiment. 

are all in a measure responsi- 

ble for public opinion. The tendency is 

to look to some agency 

apart from ourselves to overcome 

the city's evils. There is too much 

“Let George do it” in the fight 

against vice. If every individual 

who is opposed to commercialized 

vice would take his light out from 

under the bushel the situation 

would immediately improve. 

In the meantime the Society for 

Suppression of Commercialized 

Vice proposes to stay on the job, It 

solicits the public support. It 

needs accurate information of dis-

reputable places and financial aid 

in defraying its necessary ex-

penses. The reader is invited to 

help.

 

Report to Mayor James Cowgill
 

October 5, 1920 

Hon. James Cowgill, 

City Hall, 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Mayor Cowgill: 

You will recall that in April of this 

year you invited those who knew of the 

location of disorderly places to report 

them to you. The Society for 

Suppression of Commercialized Vice 

has gladly availed itself of this 

opportunity for presenting information 

to your per- sonal attention. 

Since April 9th our Society has 

reported to you 77 places. Nearly all 

were houses of prostitution or 

assignation houses. Among the 

number were a few liquor selling 

places and a few gambling joints. 

Many places have been reported 

more than once. Our recent inves- 

tigations show that while som< 

places have been closed the gen  



—5— 

 

eral situation is deplorable. 

A year ago your attention was called 

to a chart locating 15 houses of 

prostitution in the blocks be- tween 

Third and Fourth streets and between 

Wyandotte and Broadway. Since then 

several of the houses have been torn 

down. The remaining residences in the 

block are practically all still occupied 

by prostitutes. Some of these places 

are run by negroes but the majority 

are operated by white women. 

In the block just referred to are the 

resorts of Annie Chambers at 201-3 

West Third St., Jennie O’Neill 205-7 

West Third St., and Louise Campbell 

at 200 West Fourth St. These three 

notorious places have been in 

operation many years. They have been 

repeatedly reported by our Society. 

Only on rare occasions have they been 

closed. The Chambers place now 

harbors six prostitutes, the O’Neill 

place four and the Campbell place 

three. All sell liquor. 

A colored man operates a barbecue 

shop and shoe shining parlor in the 

first store east of the Jefferson Hotel. 

From this place he sells large 

quantities of dope. Two well dressed 

women were recently seen coming 

from this place with their purchases in 

their hands. The federal authorities 

have indictments against the pro-

prietor but the trial does not take 

place until November. In the 

- meantime means should be taken to 

stop the sale of dope at this  place. 

Several East 12th hotels are con-

firmed assignation houses. At Hotel 

Dean, 1019 East 12th St., two 

women solicited an investigator from 

the second story windows. At Hotel 

Ancona, 1010 East 12th, several 

women solicited the investigator in 

the hotel office. In addition to her 

services a prostitute said that there 

would be a charge for room rent and 

that she could go out and get all the 

booze wanted at 75 cents a drink. At 

the Colonial Hotel, 921 East 12th, 

several women were hanging around 

the sitting room soliciting anyone 

who might come in. Three of them 

solicited our investigator in the half 

hour he spent there. 

The Helen Clifford place at 1127 

Campbell St. is still in operation 

although reported half a dozen 

times. The Clifford woman herself is 

no longer in evidence but another 

woman runs the resort in a more 

slovenly manner than formerly. Two 

prostitutes separately solicited our 

investigator and told him that they 

could get all the whiskey desired 

across the street at Wagner’s saloon 

on the northwest corner of 12th and 

Campbell. 

Numerous street walkers infest 

East 12th St. On the north side of 

the street between Troost and 

McGee our investigator reports be-

ing solicited in one evening by no



 

less than a dozen girls, of all ages,  

both white and black.  

On South Main street conditions 

are also very bad. Two Main street 

solicitors invited men to go with them 

to the Atlas Hotel, 11 East 14th St. 

One woman stated that this was a safe 

place and that no questions would be 

asked. On a previous occasion our 

investigator was asked by the hotel 

clerk if he would not like to be 

accompanied by a lady to his room. 

Our investigator was solicited by 

different women to accompany them to 

the Collins Hotel, 1437 Main St.; to the 

Fredman Hotel, 1501 Main St.; to the 

Palace Hotel, 1709 Main St.; to the 

Hotel Dixon, 1727 Main St.; 

and to the Grand Hotel at 1702 

Main St. 

Midwest Hotel, 1923 the 

clerk informed the investigator that he 

would call a girl for him on the phone 

and that it would take him 30 minutes 

to get him a lady friend. The clerk said 

he was not desirous of using the phone 

for this purpose but that he would do 

so for a customer who desired it. In 

front of the Travelers’ Hotel, 1922 

Main St., a girl was soliciting and said 

that right upstairs was as good a place 

to go as any. The investigator was also 

solicited by two girls 16 or 17 years of 

age saying that it was perfectly safe to 

patronize the Otten Hotel, 2018 Main 

St. At Hotel North, 2027 Main, every- 

thing was quiet, no women were 

hanging around and very few men. 

The Country Club Garden at the ,S.W. 

Cor. of 13th and Main upstairs is run 

after the manner of the old Jefferson 

cafe. Twenty- five women and girls 

were around the tables drinking stuff 

that cost $1.50 per bottle. This place 

has been raided by federal officers and 

strong evidence secured but it still 

keeps in operation. Soliciting is 

prevalent on 12th and 11th streets 

from Wyandotte west. 

East 6th St. from Grand Ave. to 

Cherry is particularly infested with 

both colored and white women of the 

underworld. “One runs into almost 

continual solicitation on this street 

between 10 and 11:30 p. m. The 

Sixth Street Cabaret on the 

southwest corner of 6th and Oak is a 

very vicious place after 10 o’clock at 

night. Liquor flows freely. Fights are 

frequent.” 

The “Coney Island Cafe” at 506 

Grand formerly the “Black Cat” 

caters to the women of the street. 

Prostitutes take men from this place 

to the S. E. Cor. of 5th and Grand, 

upstairs with entrance on 5th St. 

Young girls and men frequent the 

“Coney Island.” Girls from 16 to 18 

years of age were seen there in 

various stages of intoxication. The 

busiest time is after 10 o’clock at 

night. 

There is a sporting house at the 

northwest corner of 14th and Oak. 

The room formerly occupied by
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prostitutes is now used as a tailor 

shop but the bawdy house adjoining 

it on the west is in full blast. Women 

attract attention by push- ing aside 

the curtains. The entrance is on 14th 

street. Another sporting house is 

located near by at 405 East 14th St. 

The old time sporting house at 

609 Delaware, upstairs, is still doing 

business. The same landlady is there 

but a new girl solicits from the 

window. She is called Grace and is 

about 22 years of age, dark, and a 

striking looking woman. They sell 

“beer” at $1.00 a bottle. 

The above recital is by no means 

a complete survey of the vice con-

ditions in Kansas City, but it goes far 

enough to show that our city is 

woefully infested with immoral 

characters and that wholly inade 

quate measures are used to keep the 

city clean. It is easily conceivable that 

sporadic instances of prostitution 

might occur in spite of strict 

enforcement of the law; but where 

sporting houses are knowingly in 

operation at the same stand for 

decades it indicates a disposition on 

the part of the officers of the law to 

befriend the underworld. 

Our organization again most ur-

gently requests that you exercise your 

authority as chief executive of the city 

and head of the police department to 

make Kansas City a good place to live 

in. 

Yours very truly, 

SOCIETY FOR SUPPRESSION OF 

COMMERCIALIZED VICE, 

By Nat Spencer, Secretary.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 


