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Our own task is absolutely simple and clear. It 

is that of turning on the light, and of guiding the 

present hopeful movement as wisely as we can. To 

an enlightened public opinion and a growing 

conscience this ancient evil is rapidly becoming “a 

moral affront and an utter impossibility.” 
JANE ADDAMS. 

I have reached the conclusion finally that my 

ideas of the vice question have been wrong. I have 

no hesitancy in subscribing now to the general 

indictment of the segregation plan. I have come to 

the conclusion that any effort to regulate the 

traffic, instead of eliminating it, is futile. The city 

cannot afford to go into partnership with any such 

scheme. It cannot license it, or can't condone it. 

There is no such thing as regulation. You either 

protect it or stamp it out. What we've got to do is 

to stamp it out." —CARTER H. 

HARRISON, 

Mayor of Chicago—July 28, 1914. 

CONSTANT AND PERSISTENT RE-

PRESSION OF PROSTITUTION THE 

IMMEDIATE METHOD; ABSOLUTE AN-

NIHILATION THE ULTIMATE IDEAL. —

Recommendation Chicago Vice Commission.
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THE SOCIETY FOR SUPPRESSION OF 

COMMERCIALIZED VICE. 

October, 1915, concluded the first two years’ work 
of the Society for Suppression of Commercialized 
Vice. It was understood from the start that there 
would be a continuous task ahead and in that 
respect there has been no disappointment. The 
results already secured justify the existence of our 
organization but the great work is still ahead of us. 
Experience increases our efficiency and the 
necessities of our cause urge continued activity. 

The overthrow of the segregated district occurred 
within the first week of the existence of the Society. 
This action was taken in direct opposition to the 
wishes of the Chief of Police who has persistently 
used his authority to discredit the work of this 
organization. Here, as elsewhere, crooked politics is 
one of the worst foes of a morally clean city. This 
regretable [sic] feature of our bad political situation 
is not so much that unprincipled men avail 
themselves of these opportunities, as it is that good 
men will allow this state of affairs to continue. 

Property Owners Assist. 
We have had the co-operation of the owners of 

real estate whose property was found to be used for 
immoral purposes. We have been able to secure the 
services of trustworthy investigators who have 
obtained information which has been given to the 
owners of the property in which the immorality 
occurred. Something like 140 objectionable tenants 
have been routed out of their places
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and their business at least temporarily destroyed. 
“Prostitution, like any other business,” says 
Raymond B. Fosdick, “flourishes on publicity, 
aggressiveness and advertising.” Our Society is 
destroying the publicity of prostitution by breaking 
up long established locations; it is subduing the 
aggressiveness of prostitution by making the 
business increasingly dangerous, and it has 
banished the advertising furnished by a segregated 
district. 

A Bawdy House “Not a Public Nuisance.” 

The immoral houses in the segregated districts 
were closed by injunctions under the well 
established principle of common law that houses of 
prostitution are nuisances. The houses upon which 
injunctions were placed have remained closed as a 
general rule; but an amazing decision of the 
Missouri Supreme Court has interfered with the 
effectiveness of the injunctions. In July of last year 
the Supreme Court of the State of Missouri decreed 
that “keeping a common bawdy house  is 
an ordinary crime but not a public nuisance in any 
sense of the term.” Since this remarkable 
deliverance of the wise men in Jefferson City we 
have had three cases in court bearing on this 
decision. In the first case negroes were violating an 
injunction and the judge in effect said it made no 
difference if the injunction was violated because the 
supreme court had decided that keeping a bawdy 
house was not a public nuisance. In the second case 
where we were applying for an injunction in a 
flagrant case the injunction was granted because of 
its open offense. It now appears that when we want 
an injunction against an immoral place we not only 
have to prove that the place is a bawdy house but 
also that it is a bad bawdy house. In the
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third case a well known madam reopened her resort 
in her own property. She was cited before the judge 
for contempt of court. Here again the judge 
sustained the demurrer to the information. The case 
is appealed and we hope to have a reversal of the 
former decision that keeping a bawdy house is not a 
public nuisance. 

Injunction and Abatement Law. 

Last December the five Missouri Societies for 
Suppression of Commercialized Vice united in an 
effort to secure an effective injunction and 
abatement law similar to those now in operation in 
seventeen states. The effect of these laws is to place 
responsibilities for prostitution on the owners of the 
real estate in which the immorality occurs. The bill 
passed the Missouri House of Representatives by a 
vote of 108 to 16 and passed its first and second 
reading in the Senate without developing opposition 
but it was then buried under hundreds of other 
bills. To consider the bill out of its natural order 
required unanimous consent or a two-thirds vote. 
We had neither. There were doubtless votes enough 
in the Senate to have passed the bill but its enemies 
were influential enough to prevent its final 
consideration. With a strong “dry” majority in each 
house no liquor legislation was passed. However, 
the prospects are that the machinery controlling 
moral legislation will be under different 
management in the next legislature and we feel 
confident of getting a good law. Although we failed 
in our first attempt to get the Injunction and 
Abatement law we have no regrets we made the 
fight. It has paved the way and will strengthen our 
effort before the next legislature.
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“The Committee of 1000.” 

The moral influence of the Society for the 
Suppression of Commercialized Vice has been 
materially strengthened by the signatures of 1100 
men to this statement: 

“We hereby enroll as members of the Men’s 
‘Committee of One Thousand’ and pledge our moral 
support to the Society for the Suppression of 
Commercialized Vice in the efforts to put out of 
business every immoral house in Kansas City.” 

Our hearts have been gladdened by the steadfast 
moral and financial backing by people of means and 
by the genuine sympathy and support of men and 
women in the common walks of life. The great 
majority of ordinary folks upon whom the success of 
moral movements must depend and of whom 
Abraham Lincoln said the Lord was so well pleased, 
are with us in hearty accord. 

Police Commissioners. 

Believing that the work of our Society would be 
strengthened by different police commissioners, we 
caused about 2000 petitions to be sent to Governor 
Major requesting the removal of Commissioners 
O’Dowd and Reynolds. O’Dowd was removed and W. 
W. Knight was appointed in his place. Com-
missioner Knight gave abundant evidence of 
wanting to co-operate with the Society in the 
Suppression of Vice, but little could be accomplished 
as the two commissioners did not agree. 
Commissioner Knight preferred charges against the 
police administration and demanded an 
investigation. Not being willing to ventilate a 
notorious police situation that had involved his 
administration, Gov. Major dismissed both 
commissioners and appointed in their stead J. S. 
Lapsley and Col. Fred Lamb. 

Six months of the present police commissioners' 
term was spent in a dispute about the amount of 
the police funds available. In the mean time vice 
conditions grew steadily worse. Gambling and 
illegal sales of liquor also continued almost without 
hindrance. However, there has just been appointed 
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a morals squad of four men who are working under 
the orders of the chief of detectives. This squad is to 
confine itself exclusively to vice, gambling and 
liquor cases. Although our organization continues to 
have the opposition of the Chief of Police, we are 
now getting through the morals squad the best co-
operation we have ever had from the police de-
partment. The present need is adequate penalties 
for violations of the laws against immorality. The 
system of nominal fines does not at all meet the 
situation. Alderman O. J. Hill, the president of our 
Society, has introduced into the Council bills 
providing for imprisonment as well as fines for 
streetwalkers, renting rooms for purposes of 
prostitution, and for procuring women for 
prostitution. 

Felony Cases. 

The law makes it a felony to operate a house of 
prostitution under the guise of any honest 
occupation or within 100 yards of any church, public 
school, court house, public library, theatre or city 
hall. The penalty is from 2 to 10 years in the 
penitentiary. Five women were arrested and placed 
under $1000 bond each to appear in court and 
answer to the charge of felony. One woman (colored) 
forfeited her bond by not appearing. The other four 
women secured a change of venue to Justice 
Charles H. Clarks court. 

These cases well illustrate the lengths to which 
our opponents are able to drag out legal 
proceedings. Note the dates of the Daisy Townsend 
case: 

Sept. 17, 1915—Arrested on felony charge and 
taken to Justice Setzler’s court. The preliminary 
hearing date was set for October 5, 18 days in 
advance. 

Oct. 5, 1915—Defendant secured change of venue 
to Justice Clark’s court. 

Oct. 8, 1915.—Justice Clark continued this and 
three similar cases because he said he wanted all of 
our witnesses present. The Justice seemed to be 
laboring under the impression that he was to try 
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the case when his sole duty was to find whether 
there was probable cause to hold them for trial in 
the criminal court. 

Oct. 15, 1915—Two felony cases heard in Justice 
Clark’s court, but Daisy Townsend’s case was 
continued to Oct. 18. 

Oct. 18, 1915.—Court said civil docket would take 
some time and the criminal cases were continued to 
October 22. 

Oct. 22, 1915—Daisy Townsend case heard, but 
Annie Chambers asked more time to get rebuttal 
testimony. Court reserved decision on all four cases 
until November 5. Court told policemen to make 
investigation of North Side houses and report to 
him November 5. 

Nov. 5, 1915—Court continued Annie Chambers’ 
case and reserved decision on the Daisy Townsend 
and two other cases. 

Nov. 19, 1915—Court again continued Annie 
Chambers’ case and withheld decision on the Daisy 
Townsend and two other cases. 

Nov. 26, 1915—Court took the cases under 
advisement and recommended that they be referred 
to the grand jury. 

A Women’s Reformatory. 

It would be difficult to invent a more vicious 
system of punishment for violation of the laws 
against prostitution than the common practice of 
imposing light fines for the women and discharging 
the men. The unfortunate women victims of this 
system are compelled to ply their trade all the more 
vigorously to reimburse the villain who has 
advanced the money to pay the fine. Justice is 
outraged by punishing one of two guilty parties to a 
crime and releasing the other. Although there is no 
law permitting police judges to impose prison 
sentences the judges do have authority to make the 
fine so large that the effect in most cases would be a 
prison sentence. Old offenders should be sent to the 
Women’s Reformatory on intermediate sentences 
where they may receive medical treatment and be 
taught some means of earning a respectable 
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livelihood. 
Kansas City’s Women’s Reformatory has but a 

limited capacity to care for female offenders and 
there should be some kind of state industrial home 
for the various classes of women criminals. The 
matter was brought to the attention of the last 
legislature but the project did not receive serious 
consideration. The establishment of an adequate 
Women’s Reformatory for the entire state should be 
urged upon the next legislature. 

Educational Work. 
Without neglecting its program of law enforcement 

and the securing of the best kind of legislation, it is 
the intention of the Society to emphasize the 
educational features of its mission. In recent years 
there is a growing idea that it is possible to greatly 
restrict the evils of prostitution and that we may 
look forward to the ultimate elimination of com-
mercialized vice. To the study of this complicated 
and difficult problem this Society invites the co-
operation of all good citizens. Different members of 
our Board of Directors are available for addresses 
before men’s or women’s organizations on various 
phases of the suppression of vice. Appointments for 
meeting may be made through the secretary of the 
Society. 

Literature upon the subject is available at the 
secretary’s office. We have recently secured 50 copies 
of the report of the Chicago Vice Commission which 
canvasses the vice situation in that city with much 
thoroughness and detail. We have copies of Flexner’s 
“Prostitution in Europe.” “The St. Louis Brief” and 
the pamphlet “That Which Destroyed Kings” are for 
free distribution. Those interested in studying this 
subject are cordially invited to avail themselves of 
this literature. 

The Outlook. 

If the forthcoming meetings of Billy Sunday have 
the same effect in Kansas City that they have had 
elsewhere we may confidently look forward to a 
decided clearing up of the moral atmosphere of our 
city. The morals squad of the police force is 
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rendering efficient service and its success may lead 
to the detailing of a larger number of policemen to 
this work. The general and intense dissatisfaction 
with present conditions is a hopeful indication for 
the future. We are not dismayed by the huge task 
before us nor discouraged by the opposition our work 
has developed. Bouquets may have thorns but brick 
bats are assurances of effective effort. Our program 
is constructive, aggressive and continuous. Our 
organization is now stronger than ever. 

The conflict against vice has developed into a well 
organized campaign. There is no thought of 
discontinuance nor of lessening our efforts. To this 
cause we most cordially invite every friend of 
Kansas City. We ask your moral and your financial 
support. The work of this society is wholly voluntary 
and 



 

no officer receives any compensation for his 
services. We are all busy people and we appreciate 
remittances without the necessity of a personal 
solicitation. If you are interested in this effort to rid 
Kansas City of Commercialized Vice, kindly make 
such contribution to this cause as your 
circumstances will warrant. 

SOCIETY FOR SUPPRESSION OF COM-

MERCIALIZED VICE, 

412-13 Scarritt Arcade, Kansas City, Mo.



  



 

 

 


