
October 6, 1938. 
Mr. Matthew S. Murray, 5800 Wyandotte, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 
Dear Chief: 
I am afraid some of your employees down here have been trying to throw me a curve. For the 
past six months they have been sending people to see me about getting jobs on the W. P. A.; 
and, as you know, I am not in a position to assist them. There are times when I have had as 
many as twenty-five persons come to the Bank in a day to see me. There doesn't appear to be 
anybody in the County these people can talk to about their situation; and, as I am not paid to 
talk to them, I am going to have to withdraw, in as much as the policy is a deliberate one, and is 
being done for the purpose of trying to embarrass me. 
You will recall I told you many months ago that I did not care to have any part in selecting the 
persons who were to be employeed by the W. P. A. This situation still prevails. There is 
obviously something decidedly wrong with the set-up in Jasper County and this vicinity. It is a 
certainty the appointments are not being made by people friendly to the Organization. In the 
August primary the entire W. P. A. set-up, without exception, went down the line against 
Organization candidates. The same thing was true in the County Convention. In spite of this 
fact, the entire Central Legislative District, with the exception of one precinct, delivered 
majorities for Judge Billings, while the Western Legislative District delivered a 82 vote majority 
for Douglas. 
I realize you know these things, but I wish to emphasize them, because they are commencing to 
become very troublesome. 
In the County Convention Walter Ragland was beaten in the Central Legislative District, as well 
as the Western District of the County. These two Districts combined contain approximately 75% 
of the County's voting strength. 
I have not taken any particular part in any factional discussion down here; consequently, I do 
not intend to become involved in patronage matters, over which I have no control or no voice. 
It is my opinion, however, that persons seeking jobs should be answered directly at the W. P. A. 
office, and not be pushed around to business offices of people who have no voice or no desire 
to become involved in matters of patronage. 
I sincerely hope you will not take offense at this letter. It is simply a situation that I want to call 
your attention to and one which, in my opinion, should be corrected. I have tried to shoulder 
this thing without any complaint, but it has reached the point where I can hardly look after my 
own affairs, and, if the people making a concerted move of this kind continue their operations, I 
feel reasonably sure I can deal them just a little bit more misery than they can me. 
The group controlling the patronage of Jasper County has been, still is, and will continue to be 
Anti Organization. So far as myself and my friends are concerned, from that standpoint, I 
believe our records will speak for us. 
 
With kind personal regards, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
HARRY EASLEY 
HE:TB 


