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MAURICE M. MILLIGAN 
A candidate around whom all Missouri Democrate will rally and who will have the support of 
many Republicans favoring clean government and clean politics. 
Democrats Will Win AGAIN with Milligan 
Honorable Maurice Winger, a prominent lawyer of Kansas City, Missouri, who had charge of the 
Grand Jury when the officials were indicted for embezzlement of public funds, spoke on May 
18, 1940, in introducing Mr. Milligan as follows: 

“It is both a pleasure and a high honor to have: the privilege of participating in this program. 
We are here to launch a campaign for a candidate who has already distinguished himself 
throughout the length and breadth of this great country. 

“When he came to Kansas City as United States District Attorney six years ago our city was 
dominated and controlled by a corrupt political ring. Members of this ring openly and brazenly 
indulged in election frauds, protected criminals and outlaws and allowed the bosses to reap a 
rich harvest from protected crime. Our city had been disgraced by vote frauds, a Union 'Station 
massacre and representatives of political bosses were collecting their toll from gambling and 
immoral institutions. Notwithstanding the fact that some of those engaged in the Union Station 
massacre had been protected by their political friends and allies in Kansas City he fearlessly and 
successfully prosecuted them. 

“On December 14, 1936 a Federal grand jury was impanelled and charged with the duty of 
investigating vote frauds in Kansas City. This same District Attorney began an investigation that 
lasted over two years, resulting in the indictment of 278 persons, of whom 258 were convicted. 
Not one person was acquitted. When that grand jury was impanelled Judge Reeves, of the 
Federal Court, said to this District Attorney: 

“ ‘You are about to throw down the gauge of battle in the face of the most corrupt, ruthless 
and rapacious political organization that ever oppressed and terrorized an otherwise free 
people. You have no illusions; you will rise to fame or go down to political oblivion. You must 
not underestimate the strength and power of the organization you challenge in this fight.’ ” 

“There was no glamour or popularity then in prosecuting election crooks. No crusading 
governor was then stirring up opposition to a corrupt political ring. The District Attorney’s fight 
for good and clean government was begun when the going was hard, when City, County and 
many State officials owed allegiance and loyalty to men who have since been sent to the 
penitentiary through his efforts. There was a time when it took courage and determination to 
battle the unholy influence of political bosses who were drunk with their own power. For four 
years he kept driving hard as one after another of these corruptionists fell before his onslaught, 
until today it has become popular to prosecute political crooks, and there be others now who 
rise up to claim credit for his accomplishments. 

“There is one man to whom Kansas City owes a debt of gratitude that can never be paid. He 
it was who prosecuted the men guilty of the Union Station massacre, who presented the 
evidence to the grand jury, secured the indictment and conviction of election crooks and 
secured the indictment and the conviction of political plunderers for income tax evasion who 
had piled up their harvest of thousands of dollars as rewards for their wrong doing and political 



favors. The people of Kansas City know the name of the one man who towers above all others 
in bringing back to it clean, honest and efficient government. That name is none other than 
Maurice M. Milligan. In the name and in behalf of the citizens of Kansas City who are interested 
in good government and clean politics I want to thank Ray County for giving to us a courageous, 
fearless, just and efficient District Attorney in the person of Maurice M. Milligan. By the 
conduct of his office he has risen to the fame which Judge Reeves predicted for him. When he 
retired as District Attorney Judge Otis said: “‘It is inconceivable that his country will not call him 
again to some great post.’ ” The people of Missouri are calling him now. With his background 
and reputation as a life long Democrat, with his distinguished record as District Attorney, and 
with the respect and admiration of all good citizens which he commands, he makes an ideal 
candidate for United States Senator. 

“He is also endowed with common sense, a rather uncommon quality. He has his feet on 
the ground and is worthy of our trust and confidence. In these days of turmoil, strife and unrest 
we may well look to the kind of man which he typifies for leadership. We need level-headed 
men in the United States Senate. He has so conducted himself as to command the respect and 
admiration not only of all good and law abiding citizens, but even of those who might be 
expected to be his enemies. He has compelled the crooks to respect him. He is not 
contaminated by any connection or association with any discredited element or disgraced 
leaders. We must nominate a man who can win in the general election, and Maurice Milligan 
can do it. Nominate him and there will be no disgruntled element in the party to oppose him 
and no taint of a discredited leadership to embarrass him. 

“In him we present a candidate who is strong and courageous, who will bring honor to the 
great state of Missouri and who will stand for those principles and practices which have made 
the United States 
the greatest nation on earth today. He is the embodiment of American greatness. While we hail 
with grateful appreciation the men who have made America great let us not forget that we 
must continue to send men to the United States Senate who will add new luster and keep our 
country in the forefront of the nations of the world. Small men and bigoted, self-seeking 
politicians have no place in that august body. We need statesmen, and if we nominate a 
statesman he will be elected. Maurice Milligan measures up to that standard and will 
demonstrate his statesmanship in the same manner that he has demonstrated his ability as 
United States District Attorney. 

“The Democratic party may well be proud of his accomplishments. He will be a worthy 
successor to the long and distinguished line of Democratic Senators representing the State of 
Missouri, and I predict that Democrats will win again with Milligan. I take great pleasure in 
presenting him.” 
SPEECH DELIVERED BY MAURICE M. MILLIGAN, CANDIDATE FOR THE DEMOCRATIC 

NOMINATION FOR UNITED STATES SENATE AT RICHMOND, MISSOURI, MAY 18, 1940 
Mr. Chairman, Ray Countians and Citizens of Missouri: 

Were I am a man of steel, this great demonstration among the people who know me best, 
in whose joys and sorrows I have shared, so many years, would affect me deeply, and to say 
that I am grateful is mild indeed; would that I had words to fully express to you and each of you 
my sincere appreciation of your manifestation of loyalty and regard on this occasion. 

I want also to thank the hundreds of friends from other counties of the state who have 



traveled miles to be present and participate in this great meeting. 
Of all the places in Missouri I chose Ray County to open my campaign. Ray County, the place 

where I was born, where my mother first saw the light of day and to which my father came as a 
young man to live and rear his family, the place where in God’s half-acre repose the remains of 
my ancestors, to me was the most appropriate place. 
Appointed U. S. District Attorney 

On February 1, 1934, I left Richmond to assume duties which developed into stern realities 
of the most exacting nature. How well I have served my country as an official I shall let the 
record speak for me. In my campaign for the great office of United States Senator, I trust I shall 
not so far forget myself as to boast of personal accomplishments or to take 
credit for the work of others; nor will I gloat over the downfall of any, no matter how just the 
retribution may have been. 

For six long years by reason of the duties of my office and the law fathered by Mr. Hatch, I 
have been prevented from voicing the democratic faith that is within me. Throughout all my life 
and until time when I shall be no more, my guiding star shall be the principles announced by 
Thomas Jefferson, followed by Andrew Jackson, given to the world by Woodrow Wilson, and 
used for the alleviation of human suffering and human want by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The accomplishments of our great party are written upon the golden pages of history as 
man’s most unselfish effort to serve mankind—and, we, the Democrats, have written it! It is 
with a spirit of deepest humility that I ask the sufferage of a sovereign people that I may assist 
in working out the destiny of our beloved country. In announcing my candidacy for the position 
of United States Senator, I promise that in that office, if elected, duty, shall be my pillar of cloud 
by day and my pillar of fire by night to guide me in my constant aim and endeavor. 
Candidate of No Person or Group 

In seeking this office I am entering the race as the candidate of no person or group of 
persons, but am submitting my candidacy to the people of Missouri and soliciting the support 
of all the citizens of the state. 

I realize that I am entering this campaign under a certain disadvantage by reason of the fact 
that my opponents are both cloaked with the authority and power of high office; one, the 
Governor of Missouri, and the other a United States Senator, while I am merely a private 
citizen, forced to resign my official position before I could enter a campaign for elective office. I 
have no army of state employees that I can compel to carry on my campaign at the expense of 
Missouri’s tax-payers as Governor Stark has; neither do I have certain federal appointees to 
lend their influence in my campaign as does Senator Truman. Nor do I have a campaign 
committee composed as that of Governor Stark’s with a membership consisting first of the 
Chairman of the Public Service Commission, which controls and regulates the rates and charges 
of all public utilities, including the railroads of this state; the Chairman of the State Tax 
Commission which fixes the valuations for assessment of taxes on the vast properties of 
corporations doing business in Missouri; and the Chairman of the Unemployment Commission 
which has in its power the very lives of the great army of unemployed men 
in Missouri. Nor do I have as campaign manager the Chief Counsel of the State Insurance 
Department which has authority and control over every insurance company doing business in 
Missouri. Nor do I have thousands of state employees as the Governor has upon whom I can 
call to furnish a vast campaign chest with that silent threat of loss of job hanging over their 



head if they fail to ‘voluntarily’ contribute to my campaign. In Kansas City, I might say, they call 
this kind of contribution “the lug.” 

Of course it is needless for me to tell you, my own people of Ray County, where I stand 
upon questions of law enforcement, decency in government, or upon corruption; whether it be 
in city, state or federal government. I have served you as a city official, as a county officer, and 
in a federal capacity as well, for six years. My public record is an open book and it speaks for 
itself. 
Courthouse. Rings—Pendergast Allies 

Already in this early stage of the campaign Governor Stark has issued a statement charging 
that Pendergast and his Kansas City Machine, its new allies, and the Court House rings are 
opposing him in his race. I do not know who he means by “new allies” and “Court House rings” 
for the Governor refused to say; but so that the record may be kept straight I want to 
emphasize to the people of Missouri what they already know, that I am not a new ally of 
Pendergast or his Kansas City Machine nor am I an old ally of Pendergast or his Machine. Never 
during my life have I ever trod the political pathway to 1908 Main Street with my hat in hand; 
nor have I ever asked or received any favor or support from Pendergast or his Machine. Neither 
of my opponents can make this frank statement for every one knows they both have been allies 
of Pendergast and his Machine. Senator Truman is indebted to Pendergast for every political 
office he has ever held. In 1932 Governor Stark on two occasions unsuccessfully sought the 
support of Pendergast for Governor and again in 1936 he sought and obtained the 
endorsement and support of Pendergast and his machine which insured his nomination and 
election as Governor. They were in the same boat. Truman refused to desert the ship even 
when it was sinking but the Governor went over-board when the first torpedo struck it. 

Speaking of Pendergast and “his allies,” I also say to the people of Missouri that I never have 
been the recipient or beneficiary of thousands of stolen, corrupted and ghost votes in Kansas 
City, as were Senator Truman and Governor Stark, in the primary and 
general elections of 1934 and 1936 respectively. These elections and their degrading influence 
upon the political life of Missouri were a shameful episode in our history and every intelligent 
citizen knows it. I speak from the record and my opponents cannot deny it because it is the 
solemn truth. 

I do not know whether the Governor by insinuation or innuendo intends to brand every 
citizen who opposes his candidacy as an ally of Pendergastism or not. If he does, let me, say to 
him that he has no monopoly on righteousness; there are untold thousands of Missourians 
opposing his nomination who hate corruption just as I do, and they are honest God-fearing 
citizens. As for myself, no citizen of Missouri ever had reason to doubt where I stood. No 
newspaper has ever published editorials or cartoons wondering what my official conduct would 
be. My association with “Pendergast and his allies” has been confined to those occasions when 
I faced them as defendants in the courtroom before the Bar of Justice. My, friends, in the six 
years of my service as federal prosecutor, I have dealt deeply and intimately with 
“Pendergastism,” that record to me is an open book, and it may be that I will, during this 
campaign, read that book, chapter and verse to the people of Missouri. 
Who Are Court House Rings? 

Court House Rings the Governor designates as a sinister and malign influence, allied with 
Pendergastism. Who does he mean? Does he thus brand by implication the people’s elected 



representatives, the county officials of the 114 counties of Missouri. If he does, I say to him this 
is as foul a slander as ever fell from human lips. It is a slander upon the intelligence, the honesty 
and as well the judgment of the people themselves who elected these officials to administer 
the affairs of their local government. In defense of these officials I say that they are as honest 
and as patriotic citizens as. Governor Stark ever dared to be. I ask him to point out those who 
have been recreant to their trust and the duty imposed upon them. By his silence he brands 
them all. 

The democratic voters of Missouri are confronted with the important duty of selecting 
candidates to be elected in November. It is an important duty because you must select a man 
who not only can carry the support of the Party in the state in November but who will when 
elected represent the best interest of all the people of the state and the nation and who has 
the courage in the face of any odds to fight for what he believes is for the best interest of the 
people. 

In my opinion the next six years will be the most 
trying years of our national life; no man prophesies what the years will bring. Today half of the 
world is engaged in a bloody death struggle of expansion. Economic conditions at home and 
abroad are unsettled and uncertain. Political upheavals are occurring throughout the world. 
The map of Europe is changing from day to day. World conditions are unsettling the economic 
principles of supply and demand affecting seriously our markets at home and abroad. 

During the Hoover Administration there was enacted a tariff law with the highest and most 
unequitable tariff rates ever enacted into law. President Hoover signed this measure making it a 
law over the protest of over a thousand of the most outstanding economists of the United 
States. The direct result of the enactment of this law was that the foreign nations to whom we 
had been selling our surplus farm commodities and manufactured articles immediately enacted 
retaliatory tariff rates against American goods so high that we could not export to our former 
consumers, and this resulted in the loss of our foreign markets. Our exportable surpluses were 
thrown on the home market and depressed the prices in that market to such an extent that 
commodities were selling far below the cost of production. This could only result in the closing 
of our factories, unemployment, stagnation of business and industry, the fall of farm prices to 
the lowest in the history of our nation, the paralyzing of our monetary and financial system and 
bankruptcy stalked across the land. At the recommendation of President Roosevelt and his able 
Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, the Reciprocal Trade Treaties Act was passed by Congress under 
the terms of which trade agreements could be entered into with foreign nations and these high 
rates on American goods were lowered by treaties. In this manner our foreign markets are 
being regained. Canada in three years of our trade treaty with her has increased her purchases 
from the United States 42 per cent while her purchases from other countries have only 
increased 22 per cent. Cuba has doubled her purchases from us under the Trade Treaty of 1934. 
The first year the increase was 193 per cent. The second year it was 292 per cent and the third 
year 231 per cent. I approve these treaties and the regaining of our foreign markets and the 
efforts of our able Secretary of State to continue to negotiate such treaties so as to regain 
foreign markets for our surplus commodities and put American labor back to work. 
The Farm Problem 

The welfare of the farm is a matter which vitally affects every citizen. Our national life is 
now so com 



plex and so sensative to disarrangement that when one part is dislocated the whole economic 
machinery is in danger of a breakdown. Each part must be accurately and fairly adjusted with 
every other part before we can reach and maintain a reasonable level of prosperity for all. 

The economic depression of agriculture is historic. From the beginning of our industrial era 
agriculture has labored and suffered under a disadvantage in buying and selling a deadly 
burden to successful farm enterprise. The farmer today, more than ever before, must buy his 
necessities at monopoly prices and sell his products at prices regulated only by the broad law of 
supply and demand, unless indeed, he sells them in a market manipulated by some branch of 
industry or commerce. 

But industry, exercising the power of monopoly and employing a marvelous technology in 
production, has been able mainly to control its selling prices and able to influence its buying 
prices. Industry consequently has enjoyed periods of remarkable prosperity, although these 
periods have not been so long sustained nor created as much wealth as they might if the buying 
power of agriculture—the best customer of industry—had been steadily higher. 

Today industry is in a comparatively prosperous condition; but agriculture, notwithstanding 
our great program of federal aid, is far from economic health. The mortgage indebtedness of 
American farms exceeds the appalling sum of seven billion dollars; the prices of farm 
commodities are mainly below the cost of production; while the farmer's cash dollar, if he has 
one, can buy only 77 per cent of the commodities he needs for living and farming that it bought 
25 to 30 years ago. 

This intolerable situation must be corrected. Our national economic body cannot live half 
fat and half starved. I do not know the solution of the problem presented by the condition of 
agriculture, but my faith in the destiny of our country leads me to believe that there is a 
solution and that through our strength and intelligence and our will for progress we shall find it. 
If fortune places me in the position of responsibility which I am seeking, I shall devotedly 
support every plan that seems to offer a reasonable solution or even a temporary relief for the 
ills of agriculture. The principle of parity of income for agriculture is sound and it somehow 
must be made effective. Until increased industrial activity and a lower cost of manufactured 
goods which the farmer must buy brings him parity, continued attention must be given some 
type of parity payments as a measure of justice due him. 

The greatness of Missouri lies mainly in her soil and her people who live by the soil. There 
lies her largest source of wealth, her doctrines, and her character. Missouri, as a State, will 
prosper or languish exactly as her farms thrive or perish. One who holds a great and powerful 
public office by the will of the people must burn these simple facts into his consciousness. He 
must be eternally vigilant in his devotion to farm welfare. To this high purpose, if I am elected 
to serve it, I pledge the same determination with which I have met every task that has 
confronted me in my life. 
Business Regulation 

Legitimate business should not be hampered by unnecessary regulations as this only results 
in withdrawal of working capital and in unemployment. There should be an equitable 
distribution of the products of capital and labor. Safe working conditions should be provided 
and maintained for labor. Labor should be guaranteed and is entitled to the right of collective 
bargaining and should be allowed to choose its own representatives without coercion or 
interference from any source. 



In seeking this office as a democratic candidate I endorse the record of accomplishments of 
President Roosevelt and the Democratic National Administration. 
War Veterans 

I believe that the veterans of wars who are disabled should receive most liberal treatment 
from the government as to hospitalization and compensation and that the dependents of 
deceased veterans should be amply provided for. 

My six years experience in the office of District Attorney has more than ever impressed 
upon me the necessity of safeguarding the civil rights and liberties of American citizens as 
guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. 

On matters of legislation, if elected to the Senate, I pledge myself to extend to every citizen 
of Missouri, every organization, every business as well as labor, a fair and just hearing on all 
matters that they be interested in to the end that all may receive a square deal at my hands. 

I believe that unemployment is a national problem and threatens our very economic 
security. In its solution it must have the combined cooperation of both capital and labor, as well 
as sympathetic legislation on the part of our national administration. I favor the principle of 
laws enacted for the security of those who are faced with unemployment and old age, for the 
orphan, crippled and the blind—if there are mistakes of administration we should bend every 
effort to correct the abuses and make the laws and its administration more perfect. 

Education is not merely a local issue but all the people have an interest in all of the other 
people in a democracy; education alone is not enough but it must be an education in the tenets 
of democracy. 

I am only able in this my opening speech to discuss briefly some of the questions that may 
be issues of the campaign. Later in the campaign I shall go more fully into a discussion of such 
matters. 

Of course, one of the burning questions of the day is the horrible and bloody war in Europe. 
The American Legion organized through an Act of Congress set out as its main purpose “to 
promote peace and good will among the people of the United States and the nations of the 
earth." No organization was ever founded upon a better principle or had higher aims. Would 
that the veterans of Europe had united in their thought and action upon a similar aim and 
purpose as promulgated by our boys who fought in the world war. I speak to the ones at home, 
when I say that my heart goes out to every mother and to every father. I too have a son of 
military age and if need be I would want him to offer his life in defense of his country. In the 
flower of our young manhood lies the security of our past, the safety of out present and the 
hope of our future. May God preserve them from the horrors of war, especially in the wars of 
other nations. 

We are now willing and will always be willing to fight to the last man in defense of our 
country. We believe that “The Americas” are for Americans. We believe in such national 
preparedness as may be necessary to protect us against all attacks and maintain our position as 
one of the foremost nations of the world. And when the fires of war are burning, our 
preparedness must take precedence over other questions. Our ships ply the seas and carry 
commerce over the world. We cannot depend wholly on the oceans that bound our shores for 
our security. We must have and maintain an adequate army, navy and air force against any 
attack that might be made against our country from any source. Today we can look with honest 
pride upon our country, rich in natural resources, great in man-power and with the fear of God 



before our eyes we are a country wonderful to behold. We should immediately engage in 
creating an adequate air force and all arms of defense so we will be ready to assume and meet 
the responsibilities and obligations that may be placed upon us. In the United States Senate I 
shall not be moved by hysteria but shall endeavor in every way to promote peace in the hope 
that we shall see the dawning of a more perfect day. 
Your Flag and My Flag 
By Wilbur D. Nesbit 
Your flag and my flag, 
And how it flies today In your land and my land 

And half a world away! 
Rose-red and blood-red The stripes forever gleam; 
Snow-white and soul-white— 

The good fore-fathers’ dream. 
Sky-blue and true-blue, with stars to gleam aright— The glorified guidon of the day, a shelter 
through the night. 
Your flag and my flag! 

And, oh, how much it holds— 
Your land and my land— 
Secure within its folds. 
Your heart and my heart Beat quicker at the sight; 
Sun-kissed and wind-tossed— 

Red and blue and white. 
The one flag—the great flag—the flag for me and you Glorified all else beside—the red and 
white and blue. Your flag and my flag! 

to every star and stripe The drums beat as hearts beat And fifers shrilly pipe! 
Your flag and my flag— 
A blessing in the sky, 
Your hope and my hope— 

It never hid a lie! 
Home land, and far land and half the world around, Old glory hears our glad salute and ripples 
to the sound! 


