
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

HEART OF AMERICA 

January 3, 1942 

Honorable Harry S. Truman Senate Office Building Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Truman: 

You will find enclosed a copy of letter which has been airmailed to those indicated. 

Two or three of us will be on the West Coast in the next two or three days contacting 

airplane manufacturers there. It is my expectation to be in Washington within the next 

week to work with J. C. Nichols and others in contacting governmental officials and other 

agencies regarding Kansas City’s advantages. 

Very truly yours, 

Russell Cantwell Aviation Commissioner 

RC:ke Enclosure 

COPY TO Senator Harry S, Truman 

The Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City, Mo. 

January 3, 1942 

Honorable Henry L. Stimson Secretary of War War Department 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

You will find attached a Washington news release carried in the January 2, 1942 

issue of the Kansas City Star concerning statements by the President as to the need for 

moving airplane manufacturing plants from Pacific Coast points to the interior. 

Greater Kansas City has prepared itself for such an emergency and is in a position to 

offer all facilities necessary for defense plants, and particularly airplane manufacturing. 

This area is located approximately in the geographic center and is four hundred miles 

west of the population center of our nation. This city recently purchased 751 acres, and 

now holds options on an additional 304 acres, to be used as a site to develop an 

industrial airport, and offers complete advantages to adequately facilitate the operation 

of a major airplane manufacturing plant. 

This airport site is served by two railroads. Greater Kansas City is recognized as a 

transportation center, enjoying the facilities of twelve trunk railway systems, possessing 



adequate air transport service with approximately sixty schedules daily, and seven U. S. 

highways converging in the city afford an abundance of all forms of highway 

transportation. There is an ample amount of electric power supply in the airport area, 

which is served by the Missouri Public Service Corporation and the Kansas City Power 

and Light Company. The water supply, the Missouri River, affords an unlimited amount 

of water. On December 20, the regional office of the federal Employment Service 

reported 53,213 registrants for six counties in the metropolitan area as an available labor 

supply. There are thirteen private trade schools, and public vocational national defense 

training programs are being operated in the Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City, 

Missouri public school systems. 

A survey by the Federal Works Agency disclosed a gross housing vacancy rate in 

Kansas City, Missouri of five percent on October 1, 1941. A survey of twenty-one major 

cities, released by the U. S; Department of Labor on December 17, 1941, showed 

Kansas City to be the lowest city in respect to all—item cost of goods purchased by 

wage earners and lower-salaried workers in the large cities of the United States. 

According to releases of the Bureau of Census for 1940, this area ranks fifteenth in 

the nation as to the number of industrial establishments. Decent population figure 

releases indicate a population of 1,123,904 in a radius of sixty miles, and 2,359,380 in 

one hundred and twenty miles. 

The factual data enumerated above places this metropolitan area in the position of 

being one of the few, if not the only major industrial area of America whose facilities have 

not been completely utilized. 

Leaders of this community are ready to assist their government in the plan being 

studied by the President and governmental officials for the safe location of airplane 

factories. We await an early opportunity to work with military and governmental leaders 

toward utilizing the adequate facilities of this area. 

Respectfully yours, 

W. T. Grant 

President 
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SAME LETTER TO: 

W. H. Harrison, Director, Production Division, Office of Production Management New 

Social Security Bldg., Washington, D.C Sidney Hillman, Director, Labor Division, Office 

of Production Management, 

New Social Security Bldg., Washington, D. C. 

Merrill C. Meigs, Chief, Aircraft Production, Office of Production Management, Hew 

Social Security Bldg., Washington, D.C. 

Lt. Gen. H. H. Arnold, Chief, U. S. Array Air Forces, War Department, Washington, D.C. 

Robert P. Patterson, Under Secretary of War, War Department, Washington, D.C. 

William S. Knudsen, Director General, Office of Production Management, 

New Social Security Building, Washington, D.C. 


