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Senator Harry S. Truman United States Senate Senate Building Washington, D.C. 

In re: Resolution of the Jackson County Bar Association of Kansas City, Missouri 

Dear Senator: 

I am herewith enclosing a copy of the resolution I was authorized to draw up, as 

chairman on behalf of the Jackson County Bar Association of Kansas City, Missouri, and 

to forward same to you. 

Very truly yours, 

James D. Pouncey, Chairman , Resolution Committee 

JDP:ab Enc.-l 2pp 

Kansas City, Missouri 

208 Lincoln Building July 19, 1941 

The Jackson County Bar Association met in its regular meeting on Saturday, July 19, 

1941. Among the things discussed in the meeting was the editorial in the Pittsburgh 

Courier charging "Selfish Leadership". Said editorial was discussed in regards to the 

stand taken by Walter White. Secretary of the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People, towards the Truman Committee. 

WHEREAS it is the policy of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People to encourage Negroes in the national defense, and to take an active part in 

everything for the advancement of the United States of America; and WHEREAS, there 

is evidence that there is need of workers to participate in the national defense all its 

auxiliaries by every man, woman and child of America, regardless of race, creed, color or 



national origin; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Jackson County Bar Association 

does heartily endorse the stand of Walter White, Secretary of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People, in not accepting the invitation of Senator 

Truman to appear before the Truman Committee; for the reason: 

FIRST: That there was not sufficient time allotted to make a survey of the entire 

Negro population of America and to determine all the departments of the national 

government wherein Negroes are excluded and barred from working; 

SECOND: That there was not sufficient time to make 

preparations for the appointment or selection of delegates from the various sections of 

the United States who have actual knowledge of these conditions to appear before the 

Committee and to testify. 

THIRD: The financial condition would necessitate some time and effort to raise funds 

to these delegates could appear before the Committee. 

FOURTH: That there was apparently an effort on the part of some individuals to have 

government employees appear before the Truman Committee on the charge of 

discrimination in regards to the Negro; and that we feel that the said government 

employees could not fairly represent the Negro people as a whole, since the employees, 

themselves, are a part of the system which is discriminating against the Negro people. 

We heartily concur with Mr. Walter White in his attitude and stand regarding the 

Truman Committee and ask that he be given sufficient time to assemble all the material 

and persons before the Committee that would be available. 

We do further condemn any effort on the part of individuals, organizations, or the 

press to discredit the unselfish and wise leadership of the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People as destructive of the greatest organized force among 

Negroes for the public good. 
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