
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1946 copy 

My dear Jim: 

I had hoped to see you Sunday afternoon or evening. 

A great many friends and acquaintance? dropped in. 

I wanted to talk with you about Slaughter. He has become insufferable to the 

Administration, because of his actions as a member of the powerful Rules Committee of 

the House. He owes his position on that Committee to me. After giving Speaker Rayburn 

and myself unqualified assurance that he would go along without question on 

Administration measures Rayburn appointed him to the Committee. That happened 

while I was in the Senate. After I came to the White House, Slaughter again assured me 

that he would cooperate. The meanest partisan Republican has been no more 

anti-Truman than has Slaughter. 

Now if the home county organization with which I have been affiliated slaps the President 

of the United States in the face by supporting a renegade Congressman it will not be 

happy for the President nor for the political organization. 

You have told several people that had you been in Slaughter's place you would have 

slapped me in the face as he did. That rather surprised me as I hadn't understood you 

felt that way toward me. 

Of course, I don't intend to rehash history, with which you and everyone in the United 

States is familiar. Nor did I suppose that it would ever be necessary for me to ask a 

Pendergast to make a choice between an upstart little Rabbit and the President of the 

United States. 

It seems that that is what confronts me - much to my regret. Slaughter is obnoxious to 

me and you must make your choice. 

Hope your family are well. 

Sincerely, Harry copy 

Mr. James M. Pendergast Commerce Building Kansas City, Missouri 

The President knew how to play hard ball politics 


