
December 12, 1941. 

Hon. Harry S. Truman, United States Senate, 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Harry: 

The Democratic pow-wow at Jefferson City was a complete success, 

I was amazed to see the number of Democrats present from over the state. They 

came from far and near. Everything went off very smoothly, Flynn made a nice talk bub 

obviously could not say anything. However, his remarks were timely and very 

appropriate. His talk was extemporaneous and based on Americanism and the support 

of the President, 

The distinguished guests at the head table were not permitted to take a bow. The 

matter was handled by merely reading the names of those seated at the head table. Our 

distinguished friend from the apple orchards was present but he was parked at the 

extreme end of the table and about as far away from Flynn as he could be placed. John 

Ferguson sat with me and we were only 6 or 8 feet removed from Stark, John devoted 

the entire evening to cussin Stark. We looked Stark’s clothes over after the meeting 

broke up but we did not speak to him. You know Lloyd has rather round shoulders. By 

golly, that convict bailor did a swell job fitting Stark’s round shoulders. It must be 

admitted that the tailor did a good job in fitting that suit. 

I heard a story about Stark meeting up with Mort Levy. Stark put out his hand but Mort 

refused to shake. Stark told Mort he thought this was a harmony meeting, Mort said: 

"I thought so too, until we saw you here." 

I saw Mrs. Schuyler Smith at Jefferson City. She was in Washington while you were 

out here last week. I have asked her to write me a report on her trip to Washington and 

when I receive it, I will send it to you. One thing she told me was that Mrs, Truman made 

a big hit with Mrs. Tillett, So much so, that Mrs. Tillett is going to arrange for Mrs. 

Roosevelt to invite Mrs Truman to a White House tea. As you know, Mrs. Smith and Mrs. 

Tillett are very good friends. Mrs. Smith has been givning National Headquarters tell over 

the way you have been treated by the Administration and it seems that they are 

beginning to take it to heart. 

Mrs. Smith saw Paul McNutt for about a half hour. She said Paul asked many, many 



questions about Missouri’s political situation. She says that Paul is very, very fond of you 

and he thinks that you have been badly treated. He cannot understand why you have 

taken it so good naturedly. 

Mrs. Smith siad she told McNutt that it can be expected that you will not be so easy to 

kick around any more. She told him that you have had many obstacles to overcome in 

Missouri and now that you have over come them, you are in a position to come into your 

own and that you will. 

Yesterday, I had a letter from Paul in which he said: "Your friend, Mrs, Schuyler Smith 

came in and gave a rather complete picture of the Missouri political situation. I thought 

this information should be in the hands of the National Committee and arranged an 

engagement for her to see some of the people there." 

Mrs. Smith said that Paul wanted her to see Oscar Ewing but Ewing is now at Mayos. 

From the foregoing, which I am giving you in confidence, you can see that Mrs. Smith 

apparently has done a pretty good job in impressing the Washington big wigs with the 

idea that the Junior Senator is the one to look to in Missouri matters. 

I am sorry you could not be at Jefferson City but, of course you did the smart thing by 

hustling back to Washington when the Jap situation broke. 

At Jefferson City, I saw Hiram Chinn, John Fairman and Howard Hannah. They are 

very much in favor of Sam Wear for Congress from the 6th District. Doc Parker is also in 

the race. He called in some of his hanchmen for a conference Monday night. I also saw 

Temple Forrest of Belton and he told me that he is thinking of running for Congress. 

Chinn told me that that they expect either Parker fir Forrest to run but not both and 

that they welcome the opposition of Parker. Indications are that there will be no Jackson 

Day dinner at Spring- field and I told them I thought it best to call it off. 

This about covers everything that I know for the present. 

Very sincerely yours, 


