
May 7, 1941 

Senator Harry S. Truman, 

4701 Connecticut Avenue, K.W., 

Apartment 209, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Harry: 

I have some further information with respect to the Federal Judgeship which may be of 

interest to you. 

A few days ago one of our Kansas friends who is vitally interested in Charlie Carr, had a 

conversation with a Washington correspondent. This correspondent informed him that 

present indications are that the prospects of Eicher's appointment are not very favorable. 

This correspondent says that not only is the Democratic organization of Iowa against him 

but the Republicans as well. It seems that Eicher is a farmer Republican Congressman 

from Iowa and he is a protege of Harry Hopkins. 

The story is that Hopkins has been urging Eicher's appointment and Hopkins assured 

the President that he would iron out the difficulties by January 1, 1941. However, 

Hopkins has not been successful in getting the job done and it seems that the heat on 

Eicher is more intense than ever and that a number of letters from both Democrats and 

Republicans from Iowa have come into the Department of Justice protesting his 

appointment. 

The story is that Eicher was particularly bitter against Senator Gillett in the attempted 

1938 purge and that Gillett is absolutely opposed to Eicher and under no circumstances 

will permit his confirmation. Indications are that Senator Herring will support Senator 

Gillett in his opposition to Eicher. As you know Senator Herring is up for re-election in 

1942 and I assume he would not want to incur the enmity of Gillett and his Iowa followers 

in this regard. 

From the foregoing it would seem that time has worked in our favor and our best 

information is that Eicher's appointment at this time appears rather doubtful. If that is 

true, then the President probably will turn to some other state and we might have a 

chance yet to get Charlie Carr appointed. 

Incidentally this correspondent told our Kansas friend that he had heard Carr’s name 



prominently mentioned in Washington in connection with this appointment. 

The further information is that the Attorney General does not like Hopkins so it would 

seem that Hopkins is the stumbling block in this whole matter. 

You no doubt saw the article in Time of April 21st, page 86, to the effect that Senator 

Gillett is opposed to the Eicher appointment. The above information only goes to confirm 

this view. 

For your further information a friend of mine from Indiana was in Kansas City last week 

and I dismissed this matter with him at some length. This friend of mine, Ollie Davis of 

Indianapolis, is a close friend of Senator Minton. Davis informed me that he expects to 

go to Washington very soon and he promised to discuss this matter with Minton with a 

view to assisting you in getting the President's ear in behalf of Charlie Carr. I told Davis 

that you and Senator Minton are very close friends and he knew that to be a fact from 

conversations he had had with Senator Minton. 

You will recall that you told me to go ahead and do anything that I could to enhance the 

chances of Charlie Carr's appointment and I am not going to give up to this matter and I 

am working every angle that I can think of. 

It would appear from our information that Eicher cannot be confirmed and it would seem 

that the Attorney General's office, if the matter is left to that office, apparently would look 

with favor on Mr. Carr's appointment. It would seem that in view of the fact that you and 

the Attorney General are now working close together in connection with your 

investigation and from the further fact from the information that we have that the Attorney 

General is favorably inclined toward Mr. Carr, this might be an opportune time for you to 

again discuss this matter with the Attorney General with the view of again presenting the 

matter to the President. 

In view of recent political developments in Missouri, I think you are in a position now to 

point out to the President that his failure to recognize Missouri and especially you in 

connection with federal patronage, that this state has about slipped out of the grip of the 

Democratic Party. 

The Postmasters' convention was in Kansas City last week and I saw a number of 

postmasters from all over the state and they all agree that the position of the Democratic 

Party in Missouri at the present time is precarious to say the least. Certainly the 



President needs to do something to bolster the morale of the Democrats in Missouri and 

if he would appoint a Circuit Judge from this state it would certainly be construed as a 

recognition of the state and undoubtedly would be very helpful from a political standpoint. 

With personal regards and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

WAK:BP 


