
February 14, 1941 

Hon. Harry S. Truman, 

4701 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Apartment 209, 

Washington, D. C, 

My dear Harry: 

I appreciate very much your letters of February 7th and February 11th in which you 

informed me that apparently no Missourian will be appointed Judge of the Court of 

Appeals. 

For your confidential information, Arthur Mallott was in Kansas City yesterday. While I did 

not get to see him, one of our friends who is very much interested in Charlie Carr, had a 

talk with him about the situation. Mallott agrees with your conclusion that no Missourian 

apparently has a chance to be appointed. He says that the Attorney General is very 

much impressed with Carr's qualifications and the caliber of recommendations that have 

gone in for him and there is little or no doubt that if the appointment should come to 

Missouri, Carr would be the likely appointee. It seems that Senator Gillett of Iowa is 

pushing some candidate from his state and apparently he has the inside track, at least at 

this time. 

Mallott further stated that there are at present time only three Federal judgeships in the 

whole United States that are now hanging fire. There is one in New England, one in New 

York and the one in which we are interested. He expressed the opinion that it will be 

midsummer before this appointment is disposed of. If that is true, then it would seem that 

the time element, if nothing else, is with us. A lot can happen between now and summer 

and I am not going; to give up on this matter at all. Mallott is on his way to California on 

official business and will return in about two weeks. At that time I shall hope to see him 

and explore this matter with an idea of formulating some plans for the continued drive in 

behalf of Carr. 

I read your speech in the Congressional Record relative to the investigation of the War 

Department contracts. I think it is a splendid speech and I have no doubt that you have 

something. 

I hope you will pursue your course relentlessly and you can rest assured that not only 

your own state but the entire middle- west is with you. 



For the past several years you have been in a position where you have been obliged to 

fight a defensive war. Of course wars are not won on defensive battles but the successful 

party must take the offensive if he is to win. You know this as well or better than anyone 

else. I am certainly glad to see you in a position to now take the offensive and I have no 

doubt that as a result you will go much further. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

William A. Kitchen 

WAK:BP 


