
August 20, 1940. 

Hon. Harry S. Truman, United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Harry: 

I spent the week end at Roaring River and onSaturday evening I spent a few hours 

with McDaniel in his cabin on the White River. 

Among the things discussed was the state chairmanship. I suggested the names of 

Roy Harper and Harry Easley. Larry didn't think much of Easley, I think largely because 

he is a supporter of McReynolds, and as for Harper, he thinks he is bad geographically. 

He seemed to think that the new chairman, if a suitable man could be found, should 

come from somewhere in the vicinity of Little Dixie. He asked what I thought about the 

Hulens at Moberly and I told him I didn’t know very much about them but in my opinion 

their acquaintance out state was rather limited. I suggested the name of Tom Van rant as 

a man who might fill the bill, although I was not very well acquainted with his 

qualifications. McDaniel seemed to like that suggestion very much. It is known Van rant 

supported both you and McDaniel and he is handy to Jefferson City to run back and forth 

from his business to state headquarters. I told McDaniel that in my opinion the new 

chairman should be an out state man and he agreed. 

In scanning the map of the state I find it is difficult to spot suitable timber for state 

chairman. I don’t know whether Homer King, City Counsellor of St. Joseph, would be 

desirable timber or not. One objection to Homer is I doubt if he knows very many people 

throughout the state. Anyway, it is quite a problem and I hope you are able to get some 

man who is a good organizer and who has a wide acquaintance and who will really put 

his shoulder to the wheel for the benefit of the state ticket. 

I don’t think there is any question but that the Republicans are going to concentrate 

on you and McDaniel. Nobody knows the men who are opposing Dwight Brown, Forest 

Smith, Wilson Bell and the rest of the state ticket and I hear talk to the effect that the 

Republicans are going to make little or no effort to elect them, but they are going to make 

a real effort to defeat you and McDaniel. 

Shortly after the primary Col. Bob Tilton came in to see me and he also wrote me a 

letter. He informed me that he is shedding no tears over Stark's defeat as he told the 

Governor not to mention you or Milligan in his campaign and that Stark faithfully 



promised him to observe that rule, but like a lot of other promises that Stark has made, 

he didn't keep this one with Walton. Walton says a man so damned ignorant as that 

ought to be beat. She Colonel says that you will have no difficulty in Howard County; that 

Howard will line up with the ticket. There are no sore spots down there so far as you are 

concerned. 

Yesterday Chester Hoover, Postmaster at LaClede, came in to see me. He is very 

strong for you and says you got a lot more votes in Linn County than he expected you to 

get. He says there is a lot of Stark sentiment; in that county. It is non organized group but 

they read the Kansas City Weekly Star and he is afraid you are going to lose a lot of 

democratic votes in that county this fall. He says at the present writing probably would 

carry the county if the election were held now. He hopes and expects you to improve 

your position materially before November. You seem to be in good shape in southwest 

Missouri. Hugh Brixey and the gang down there who supported Stark in the primary will 

loyally support you in the November election. 

I thought you might be interested to know something of what was in McDaniel's mind 

with respect to the chairmanship and I might add that the McDaniels are now in 

possession of positive information that Stark did a little double-crossing with them in 

certain quarters of the state and they don't feel very good toward the gentleman at all. I 

have a very high respect for McDaniel. He has got a head full of sense and I am 

confident he is going to make a good Governor and, of course, he is very strong for you; 

so the two of you can go into this campaign with perfect harmony and fight like hell for 

each other. I know McDaniel is going to do all he can for you and the rest of the ticket. 

With personal regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

WAK:LS 

P. S. Be darn sure that you are in Sedalia for the American Legion convention Labor 

Day. You must not stand the boys up at this stage in the game. 

W. A. K. 


