
May 31, 1940. 

Hon. Harry S. Truman, 

United States Senate, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Harry: 

I am just in receipt of the following telegram: 

"League of Missouri voters arranging public reception in honor of Senator Harry S. 

Truman Saturday evening eight oclock June fifteen nineteen forty Liberty Park Sedalia 

Missouri has the honor to invite you to be one of the guest speakers subject assigned 

'The Patriot'. Your acceptance will be appreciated, 

League of Missouri Voters Room Two Forty Senate Office Bldg Washington D C Ban C 

Carr Executive Director." 

As you know, I am doing everything that I possibly can in your behalf and will 

continue to do so. However, I think it extremely unwise for me or anyone else except 

possibly some labor representative to appear on the speaking program at your opening 

at Sedalia on June 15th. My talk on "The Patriot" or any other subject will do you no good 

whatsoever and will only hamper, in my opinion, my efforts which I plan to make on your 

behalf among the veterans of Missouri. My appearing officially and being quoted by the 

newspapers will only give Stark and his henchmen an opportunity to shoot at me and it 

will be charged that my efforts are a part of the old Kansas City organization attempt to 

smear Stark. I can smear him a lot better under cover than I can by getting out and 

making public speeches and I think you will agree that this is the wise course for me to 

pursue. 

Now, with reference to Dan Carr, whose name is signed to my telegram. I do not 

knew what Carr is doing in your behalf but undoubtedly he is for you, but it seems to me 

extremely unwise for telegrams, letters or any other form of communication to go out 

over the state of Missouri with his name signed thereto. He is the head of the young 

Democrats and they, as an organization, are supposed to be neutral and any other 

course on the part of Dan Carr, their President, will do you no good, but on the contrary 

will do you a lot of harm and will give added ammunition to Stark and his henchmen to 

shoot at you, Dan Carr and the young Democrats of Missouri. I have reliable information 



that Stark is already accusing Dan Carr of openly campaigning in your behalf and he has 

sent word to Dan Carr that he wants to see him and you know as well as I do what the 

conversation will be. I happen to know that Dan Carr's election as President was not a 

popular one by any means among the young Democrats of Missouri because it was 

charged that he was your candidate and the candidate of the Pendergast organization. 

This will be seized upon to create a sharp division in the ranks of the young Democrats 

and will take 

a lot of those votes away from you. I, therefore, think it is highly important that both Dan 

Carr and myself remain under cover and we will do you a lot more good in working for 

you in this manner. 

Scan other things have happened within the last few days which in my opinion have 

materially injured your campaign but I do not feel like putting them in writing but will be 

glad to discuss with you when I see you. There are certain things which I think need to be 

done in the matter of organizing your campaign and which should be done immediately. 

Yours very truly, 

WAK:C W. A. Kitchen. 


