
March 25, 1939. 

Hon. Harry S. Truman, 

United States Senate. 

Washington, D.C. 

My dear Harry: 

A day or so ago, I dropped you a note advising that the re-action to your Jefferson 

City speech last Tuesday was very favorable. 

Yesterday, Col. Boh Walton of Armstrong came into my office and he commended 

you highly on your speech and particularly on your vote that saved the President's hide 

on the reorganization hill, Walton said that your vote was the smartest move that you 

have made in a long time. He thinks that vote has helped you tremendously. He said that 

no one need kid himself about the popularity of the President in rural Missouri. So Walton 

is very much for you on this matter. 

With respect to the Governor, Walton is disgusted. 

He said he saw Stark last week and warned him that he had carried his fight far enough. 

Now that Stark has come out with a fresh blast, Walton thinks that Stark cooked his own 

goose. As you know Walton is one of Stark's appointees. He said he did not know how 

much longer he would be Superintendent of the Confederate Home at Higginsville, that 

he is about ready to go back to Armstrong. Of course Dalton does not want his 

confidence as to his feelings toward Stark betrayed, but he thinks that Stark is all wet 

and he is not with him on this last tirade. 

I brought up the matter of the dig that Dalton recently took at you on account of your 

WPA vote. I told him that I had discussed the matter with you and I told him your side of 

the matter. 

He wondered why those facts had not been published and he agreed with your stand. He 

did not know about the $200,000,000.00 unexpended balance, nor did he know about 

the big pad in Pennsylvania and Kentucky. 

I think I succeeded in straightening Walton out on a few matters, He is extremely 

worried over the prospects for 1940. He is afraid that Stark is turning the state 

Republican. I told him that if that happened, the Kansas City organization could not be 

blamed, that if the state does go Republican, that Kansas City has nothing to lose since 



we have no state patronage to lose. We have nothing now so a change will not hurt 

Kansas City, that the country boys who now have jobs will be the losers. He said my 

statement is absolutely correct. I am spreading this line every chance I get and it has its 

effect. I have told Mr. Pendergast about this and he says to keep it up. 

With personal regards, 


