
From Harry S. Truman to Bess W. Truman, September 28, 1939 
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[United States Senate, Washington, D.C.] Thursday, Sept. 28, 1939 

 

Dear Bess: Well the St. Louis situation was really a pain in the neck. A fellow by the name of 

Foster, to whom I'd given the 3rd degree on my return from the war and Tom Reynolds from 

Kansas City, who was present and helped me to start this organization at Grandview in June 

1911 and a former Circuit Judge in St. Louis were the organizers of my oposition.  
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Foster is a civil service employee in the Ry. Mail Service and I could make him most 

uncomfortable - but I won't. I confered [sic] the degree on him in my lodge with my uniform on 

in 1919 - before June 28. You'll remember that date. 

But the boys at Grandview made it so uncomfortable for him he moved his membership 

to Tom Reynolds lodge in Kansas City. Everyone at Grandview who was entitled to vote was 

there for me - including Vivian and he'd never been to a Grandview Lodge meeting but once 

before. He came very nearly whipping Foster. 

Nat Jackson, George Marquis and Renick Jones did yeoman service. I'll never forget it. 

Nat was the angriest man I ever saw after the vote was counted. I had to calm him down by 

saying what you did - well we won. 

If it hadn't been for the country boys out state they'd have accomplished their object.  
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Fred Wood, past Imperial Potentate of the Shrine, a black Republican and a friend of Reynolds 

came up from Springfield to offset him and did. There were 852 votes cast. I got 436. It took 427 

to elect. I had nine to spare - but the Grandmaster was elected by 845 votes. If my friends hadn't 

put forth such an effort for me I'd have told 'em to go to hell with the office - and I almost did 

anyway. I'm glad now I didn't. 135 St. Louisans left after the count - they were there to beat me. 

Henry Chiles was about as happy as  
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anyone after the count was over. He told me that he didn't know what he'd have done if I'd been 

beaten because it was in his administration. 

John Snyder and Harry Vaughan were much more nervous than I was. 

Now for some good news. Snyder said Ruby Hulen, who is Bill Hirth's attorney was in to 

see him about some R.F.C. business and told him that he'd never  
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seen such a change in sentiment on me out state. He expressed the opinion to Snyder that neither 

Stark nor Milligan could beat me. That's some admission from him. 

Dickman and the ward leaders from St. Louis had a meeting and decided not to make any 

commitments until after Jan 1. Snyder said that this refered [sic] particularly to the Governor's 

race. Then someone asked about me particularly and everyone there was for me but they let the 

rule apply. Dickman told the crowd that the present Gov. would embarrass them if he could but 

he knew I wouldn't. Dickman refused to ride to the Legion Convention on the same train with the 



Gov. So the political situation is on the mend. I think my victory in the G. Lodge is symbolic 

because 75% of that organization is Republican. 

Lowell Dyer, one of Harry Jobes'  
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Lieutenants in the war came in today and I'm taking him to dinner tonight. 

Vic met me at the airport and was most glad to see me. He's always scared the plane will 

fall. 

We'll work out the car situation as soon as we can. Keep on looking. Have your brakes 

fixed. It looks as if the Crown will buy us each a car. It looks awful good. Kiss Margie. Love to 

you Harry. 


