
38, Eaton Square, 

London, S.W.1. 

March 14, 1S39. 

Dear Mr. Nichols, 

Please do not think that because my acknowledgment of your letters has been 

delayed that this betrays any lack of appreciation of them. The fact is that for the past six 

weeks my whole household has flown all to pieces with influenza and I have had, on the 

eve of our departure from London, to run a sort of hospital. This, in a country where the 

medical profession and facilities are both different and less effective than our own, made 

it necessary for me to delay writing you. 

My little daughter, who has never been ill before, came down with alarming ear 

trouble but has now been declared well again and I feel a relief which you can 

appreciate, I am sure. 

The bank has notified me of the receipt of the three checks you have sent them and I 

cannot but feel amazed over the success you have had in overcoming the obstacles and 

handicaps which have confronted you. I do not believe anyone else could have done it 

under the circumstances, which I knew were discouraging, but which your letter of 

January 16th makes perfectly plain. One thing you may rest assured of, and that is that 

my confidence in your sagacity and experience is precisely what my Uncle’s was while 

he was alive, and that was, of course, unshakeable. 

From what I have heard, conditions in Kansas City have been as bad as anywhere in 

the country but there are press dispatches even at this distance to show that progress is 

being made in the discouragement of misgovernment. What you did with regard to 

combatting the racketeers no doubt helped to focus attention on what has been going on 

and add to the public opinion which is necessary if this sort of thing is to be brought to an 

end. It takes courage to stand out against that insidious sort of evil. I hope you will let me 

congratulate you and say that, so far as I am concerned, any losses or expenditures to 

me which such an attitude entails, are of no consequence. I only wish I could be of more 

immediate assistance and encouragement. 

Taxation everywhere in the United States seems to me unreasonable and a great 

burden. Direct taxation, as far as I can see, is not so great as it is here, but it is far less 



equitably distributed in the United States than in Great Britain, and it seems to me that, 

from the money that is raised by taxes, we get rather less in return than they do here, 

where government funds are administered either by a trained and honest civil service, or, 

in the case of municipalities, by councils composed of citizens of experience and 

integrity. 

The lack of confidence which exists in Kansas City, and all over the world for that 

matter, has been extremely marked here, especially during the whole of last year. About 

three weeks ago there seemed to come a turn in the tide. As far as one can tell, it was 

based very largely on the wrathful attitude of the United States toward the totalitarian 

powers and our sudden decision to rearm on a great scale and also to take some 

tangible steps to throw our weight into the scales. This has produced a profound effect in 

the world, both as a discouragement to the Axis Powers who had written us down as 

completely neutral, and to the French and British who have immediately stiffened up and 

gained immeasurably in confidence. A secondary reason is the fact that the British 

rearmament program has just commenced to produce results on a large scale. 

A third reason is the termination of the Spanish War, which, for the last two years, 

has been like a focus of infection. Violence is so contagious and this little peninsula 

called Europe is so crowded that there was always danger the conflict would spread. 

From what we hear of the United States there seem to be a good many encouraging 

symptoms that the era of doctrinaire excesses is over and that the public, as a whole, is 

reverting to the idea that a chance of recovery is more important than a questionable 

necessity for wholesale reform and that a reasonable order is preferable to chaos. 

I don't want to appear over-optimistic, for I am sure there will still be alarums and 

excursions and perhaps another European crisis. Raymond said the other day that the 

ultimate result of the Civil War was settled at Gettysburg in 1863 although it went on for 

two years longer, and that it looks now as if the turn of the tide which has been sweeping 

over the world took place about the first of this year. I hope this is true. 

I have just started to pack our things and close this house which we vacate at the end 

of March. Raymond's tour as Military Attache is over on April 7th, and then we hope to 

spend a two months' leave in the south of France where there is some sunlight, a rare 

thing in London. We sail on June 2nd for home and are both greatly excited by the 



prospect of living in our own country again. 

Raymond has been assigned to command Madison Barracks, New York - a small 

post near Watertown, on Lake Ontario. I am extremely happy to be going there as the 

climate is splendid and our life should be simple and healthy. The past four years here 

could hardly have been more colorful and exciting but they have not been easy ones and 

we both feel that we have had enough. 

I am in hopes that Renee will meet us in New York and spend some time with us, in 

which case we should have all the news of you as soon as we land. 

With kindest regards to you and Mrs. Nichols, and appreciation of your letters to me. 

Sincerely ever, Jeanette Bate Lee 

Mr. J.C. Nichols, 

J.C. Nichols Investment Company, Country Club District, Kansas City, Missouri. 


