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THE  

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY GOODWILL INDUSTRIES, INC. 

REGIONAL OFFICES 

1730 N. Thirteenth Street  

St. Louis, Mo. 

 

Ross W. Adair, Ex. Sec’y. 

Robert C. Adair, Regional Director 

 

June 18, 1935. 

 

Hon. Ewing Y. Mitchell, 

The Ambassador Hotel, 

Washington, D. C. 

 

My Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

 

For weeks I have been following with deep interest the bits of news coming westward 

with respect to matters in the Department of Commerce where your name was 

mentioned, until the developments have grown into the leading dispatches out of 

Washington. I knew from the start that if there was a difference of opinion, you were in 

the right; the years since I first met you have shown me the care with which you go into 

any problem, and your determination to find the right solution without fear or favor. 

 

I feel now, as everyone without prejudice in Missouri, where a better understanding of 

the real issue involved in the latest phases can be held, that you have done the country a 

vast service by your course. Like Mordecai of old, you must have come to the kingdom 

for this hour. Great good surely will result to the federal government because of your 

uncompromising stand, and there is also opportunity now--as there has not been in the 

past--for this sorely ridden state to free itself from Pendergast's strangle hold. 



 

It fills me with dismay to realise that President Roosevelt has so completely 

surrendered to the Kansas City ex-saloonkeeper. Here in Missouri we appreciate, of 

course, that it is the most abject cowering to Boss Pendergast. I do not believe our his- 

 

[page 2] 

tory records anything of the kind quite so disturbing, although some of the oldtime 

Republican bosses in New York and Pennsylvania had unhappy relations with the white 

House. The issue this time has been so clean-cut, and surely has been clearly 

understood. Pendergast's statement in New York concerning Clark was so brazen, and 

the connecting surmise of newspapers that he would demand from the senators your 

removal so thoroughly broadcast, that no exouse for the president's course seems 

possible other than that he was willing to sacrifice honor for Pendergast's support next 

year. 

 

I had been well impressed with Roosevelt before--old line Republican though I 

always was, I could not go Hoover in 1932—and this placing of himself in the ranks of 

Pendergast's lieutenants almost shatters my confidence in the whole administration. 

 

Why don't you immediately announce yourself a candidate for Governor of Missouri 

in next year's campaign, with the sole pledge to shatter Pendergast's hold on the state 

and thereby loosen his increasing grip on Washington? I believe the Republicans would 

see the wisdom of not placing a candidate in the field. Then, two years later--I feel 

confident that you would win next year--I should like to see you contest with Clark for the 

senate seat. Believe me, this state would bury that man so deep he wouldn't dig out in 

this generation. 

 

This is too lengthy a letter for one so busy receiving congratulations as I know you 

must be. But the spirit to wish you well cannot be stilled. I know you will not rest until 

wrong has been made right. It was my opinion when the cabinet was formed that you 

should have headed the department, rather than Roper. Everybody echoes that belief 



now. 

 

With most cordial regards, 

 

Frederick R. Barkhurst 


