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Railroad Employes' National Pension Ass'n Inc.  

Kansas City Chapter 168 

 

March 22nd, 1934. 

 

Hon. Ewing Y. Mitchell, 

Asst. Secretary of Commerce, 

Washington, D. C. 

 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

 

Your opinion and statement to the public deserves great credit from the people of 

Kansas City, regardless of party in ref reference to your blast at the machine. 

 

Machine politics is alright when worked in the interests of the American poeple, but when 

used for selfish purposes it is a menace to all liberty loving citizens. 

 

In 1932 I was able to make a living although I had been cut down somewhat on account 

of increased tonnage and long trains, but now I am fortunate if I am able to make one trip 

a month. 

 

I campaigned for Roosevelt's election and had my application in for C. W. A. work and 

the MACHINE had full control of placing jobs, so I am unable to find work under an 

administration I have been friendly to, on account of those who were for Roosevelt and 

against the Pendergast machine tactics are checked out and given no opportunity to 

goto work. 

 

I have had four years experience in research work, all kinds of R.R. office experience. If I 

could find something in P.W.A. work of this nature it would be appreciated. 



 

There are 800,000 unemployed railroad men, all young married men with families. These 

voters placed confidence in Roosevelt's pledge if elected he would give them a six hour 

five day week. This and the pension bill would help. Other legislation is needed such as a 

train limit law, a mileage maximum of 2600 miles for all road crews, Certain legislation 

must be enacted before Congress adjourns, which will relieve the terrible unemployment 

situation faced by these men and their families. 

 

The bond holders and stock holders are now receiving dividends, a reduction in interest 

to these Non Producers would accomplish most anything in the scheme of 

reemployment. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

104 South Home Ave.,    (signed) C. J. Hitchcock 

Fairmount Sts., Kansas City, Mo. 


