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Cable Address 

"FRANWAL, N.Y." 

 

Frank P. Walsh 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

Transportation Building 

225 Broadway  

New York 

 

February 20, 1932. 

 

Mr. Ewing Y. Mitchell,  

Hotel Baltimore, 

Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Dear Ewing: 

 

Yours of the 18th received. 

 

I am enclosing to you herewith copy of letter which I mailed to Jerome today. 

 

I do not believe that Jerome would, be so senseless as to indulge in any such 

observation; and I refuse to believe that Pendergast would think that my influence, if I 

had any, would not favor him, in every way, in the matter of patronage. 

 

You certainly gave me a h--l of a disturbing day, as well as a large order as to how to 

handle it. 

 

First, I do not get the name of the informant, so that I am utterly at sea, as to whether it is 

a friend or enemy; and, again, I am not allowed to tell Jerome who gave me the tip. 



 

Upon reflection, I think you will agree with me as to the sort of a job I have on hand. 

 

It would relieve the situation very much, and probably bring about the desired result, if 

you would talk to Jerome himself, and 
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tell him I sent you a copy of the letter which I wrote him. 

 

I think you could be sure that Jerome would not resent it in any way, but, rather, would be 

mighty glad to get your advice. 

 

My own notion is that the assurances could be given through the Judge; whom, I know, 

while absolutely loyal to Reed, admires and respects the Governor, and, with his political 

sagacity, must know how helpful he would be to all of the local tickets in Missouri in the 

general election. 

 

At any rate, this is the best I can do, "cribbed, cabined and confined”, as you have made 

me by your letter. 

 

I spent a day in Washington last week ana while I do not want to quote Shannon, 

nevertheless, I am sure that it is his belief, as well as that of the entire Missouri 

Democratic Congressional delegation, that it is vital to success that Roosevelt be 

nominated. 

 

However, your idea of getting him to speak to Pendergast, does not appeal to me, for 

many reasons. 

 

The chief one is that I have not spoken to him or anyone, except a few words about 

yourself, the response to which, naturally enough perhaps, led me to believe that in this 

peculiar situation, the Congressman was looking out mainly for his own race. 



 

Nor do I agree that might be able to get along without Pendergast. I think it would be a 

great accomplishment, and a wonderful help, to have it known that Governor Roosevelt 

was Pendergast’s strong second choice. 

 

I will be glad to look after your suggestion as to the late convention date. 
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I will take it up with our Missouri friend in Washington when I go there, which will be 

either Tuesday or Wednesday, next. 

 

In a talk with Farley over the telephone yesterday he told me that you were the wisest 

bird he had met in the whole campaign. 

More power to you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Walsh 

FPW:ZH 


