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November 29, 1939. 

 

Hon. Jesse W. Barrett  

Attorney at Law  

506 Olive Street  

St. Louis, Missouri 

 

Dear Mr. Barrett: 

 



I have your letter of November 27th and I want to thank you for your kind expressions 

of good will toward me and for what ever service I have heretofore rendered the public in 

cleaning up the fraudulent conditions in Jackson County, Missouri. I have not seen the 

editorials in the St. Louis papers you mentioned, but I felt very much like writing to the 

Supreme Court and expressing my opinion of that Committee for its non-action in taking 

up the charges against Graves. As you know those charges were filed long before any 

indictments were returned by the grand jury. This Bar Committee has been engaged 

frequently, investigating other delinquencies of lawyers which are not half as serious as 

the delinquencies of this man Graves; he has been a disgrace to the profession and 

should have been disbarred long ago. The record evidence was overwhelming against 

him, but it was impossible to get that Committee to move against him. 

 

Now, in regard to the personal matter of which you write me, I have no objection to 

your stating just what part I have taken in this clean-up in Kansas City. I first started 

investigations along the line that this corrupt organization was using the mails for 

fraudulent purposes in violation of the Acts of Congress; I never was able to get sufficient 

evidence that I thought justified the Federal Court calling the attention of the Federal 

Grand Jury to such alleged violations. Just before the Election in 1936, I did discover that 

a lot of Mexicans, who were born in the Republic of Mexico and had never been 

naturalized in this country, were being registered and, of course, would vote at the 1936 

General Election; this was a clear violation of the Naturalization Statutes and would give 

jurisdiction to the Federal Court for that offense but no other. 
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The morning after the General Election in November, 1936, in looking over the 

returns, I observed that in several of the precincts in several of the wards the judges and 

clerks had made a unanimous return of all votes being cast for the Democratic 

Congressman; not a single vote was recorded in favor of the Republican Congressman. I 

was satisfied that this was a fraudulent return and that under the decision of the 



Supreme Court of the United States in the Oklahoma case, and the decisions in New 

York Federal Courts, there was a clear violation of the United States Constitution and the 

Federal Statutes, and that the Federal Court Grand Jury had jurisdiction to make a 

thorough investigation of the returns as to these Congressmen. I took the matter up with 

the Republican Committee, but could get no action from that Committee; they seemed to 

think that there was no violation of the Federal law and we would get nowhere with such 

attempted prosecution. After failing to get the Republican Committee to take any steps in 

the matter, I employed at my own expense a private investigator, to investigate those 

precincts where the returns showed no votes cast for Republican Congressman, to 

ascertain what Republicans, if any, had voted for the Republican candidate for 

Congress; and to get statements from the Republicans in such precincts, if possible, as 

to how they voted. This investigation was made, and my investigator came back with a 

report from each one of these precincts, showing that from 75 to 80 persons had voted 

for the Republican Congressman and not a single vote had been returned for such 

candidate by the judges and clerks of such precincts. After getting the statements of 

these voters that they had voted for the Republican candidate for Congressman, I took 

the matter up with Judge Reeves, as Judge Otis was then in Jefferson City, holding court 

at that place; and further, Judge Reeves would have charge of the next grand jury to be 

called. 

 

I took the matter up with Judge Reeves, showed him the statements I had obtained, 

and called his attention to the Federal decisions, and after he had examined both the 

evidence and the law there was no question in his mind that there had been a clear 

violation of the Federal Law and he was willing to charge the grand jury to that effect, but 

he said we would have to take the matter up with Mr. Milligan to see if he would go along; 

otherwise, we would get nowhere with such an investigation. He suggested I take the 

matter up with Mr. Milligan and that he would also take the matter up with him, which we 

did. Mr. Milligan said that if we could show him that there had been a Federal violation of 

the statutes which would warrant prosecution, that he would certainly prosecute, 

notwithstanding it was prosecuting a member of his own Party. I turned over to Mr. 

Milligan the evidence I had gathered and he had an independent 
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investigation made of it, and found that the parties would make the statements and 

testify in court just as they had stated to my investigator, and I obtained a certified copy 

of the returns from the Election Commissioner's Office at the very beginning, so that we 

had an official certificate that there had been no return made of any votes cast in those 

precincts for a Republican Congressman. After checking the matter carefully and going 

over the cases cited, Mr. Milligan announced that he was willing to prosecute, and Judge 

Reeves said that he would certainly charge the grand jury as to such offenses, and direct 

them to investigate, if there had been any violation of the law in making the returns for 

these Congressmen. He thereupon gave that grand jury the charge that has become 

famous all over the State, in which he told the jury "to move on those corrupt officials” 

and not to stop until they got to the top. 

 

I aided wherever I could in obtaining evidence to assist Mr. Milligan in the prosecution 

of the cases, and I also turned evidence over to the Federal investigators, who were 

investigating the matter. 

 

Mr. Whitten also assisted in getting evidence for the Grand Jury. He and I worked 

together in this matter and I want to say at this point that I do not want to appear as 

taking an undue share of the credit for what has been done in Jackson County. Mr. 

Milligan is certainly entitled to a world of credit for the part he played in this matter. Judge 

Reeves stated to Mr. Milligan at that time that he (Milligan) was going up against the 

most powerful political machine in any City in the United States* That he was going 

against powerful members of his own political party, and if he failed it meant his political 

extinction. Mr. Milligan accepted the responsibility and he is entitled to the gratitude of all 

decent citizens of this country for what he has done. I have always said that he was 

entitled to due credit for such brave prosecutions, and I do not want to see anyone else 



take any of that credit away from him. 

 

In the case of United States v. Pendergast, 28 Fed. Supp. 601, 603, Judge Otis 

stated that the celebrated vote fraud prosecutions were "inspired by the research into 

facts and into law of patriotic private citizens (whose invaluable contributions to good 

government has gone all unsung)", etc. I feel sure that Judge Otis had in mind services I 

had rendered in the vote fraud cases. I would suggest you write him and Judge Reeves 

about the genesis of the vote fraud prosecutions. I took the liberty of showing your letter 

to both Judge Reeves and Judge Otis this morning and they could see no reason for 

holding back the real facts, so it is agreeable to me for you to use the facts in any manner 

you 
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wish, but I do not want to take any credit that is justly due Mr. Milligan and the Federal 

Investigators who did such effective work in developing the fraud practiced in our 

elections. 

 

If I am in St. Louis I will certainly get in touch with you if you are in the City. 

 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to remain, 

 

Very truly yours, 

I. N. Watson 

INW:VW 


