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OFFICERS 

W. I BUNCH, LOWRY CITY 

PRESIDING JUDGE 

J. C. THRILLS, APPLETON CITY 

ASSOCIATE JUDGE 1ST DISTRICT  

J.R. WOLFREY, COLLINS 

ASSOCIATE JUDGE 2ND DISTRICT 

 

REGULAR TERMS 

FIRST MONDAY IN FEBRUARY  

FIRST MONDAY IN MAY  

FIRST MONDAY IN AUGUST  

FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER 

 

COUNTY COURT OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY 

HARRY R. PENCE  

CLERK 

 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

 

Osceola, Mo. 

 

July 12th, 1934 

 

Governor Guy B. Park, 

Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

My Dear Governor: 

I enclose you a copy of a front page article of this weeks St. Clair County 

Democrat. The old boy came across in good shape when we put the pressure on him. 



 

Very truly yours, 

Harry R. Pence 
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Cape Girardeau, Mo., June 30, 1934 

 

Southeast Missourian 
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One year (by carrier) 6.00 
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One year (by mail) 4.00 
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MEMBER OF  
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MEMBER OF THE UNITED PRESS 

FULL N. E. A. SERVICE 

 

TELEPHONES 

For all departments call 400 

 

JUDGE TRUMAN’S VISIT TO THE CAPE. 

If Judge Harry S. Truman, Democratic candidate for United States Senator, cuts 

much figure in the present campaign it will be another of those undreamed of things that 

happens occasionally under the New Deal. It takes a Jim Farley to cut much ice 

politically these days, and to all appearances Judge Truman is just the opposite of Mr. 

Farley. We have no interest in Judge Truman’s political affairs, but we are very much 

interested in the record he has made as a public official and because he has been such 

an efficient official our opinion is that he isn’t much of a job hunter. 

The best authority to be had says that Harry S. Truman was elected to the County 

Court in Jackson County because politicians and job hunters had milked it clean. The 

county was greatly in 

 

need of highways and it was deeply in debt. Mr. Truman, as a business man of 

Independence had long been a civic leader who had never aspired to job holding so he 

was drafted for the County Court. He was elected despite the opposition of machine 

politics and instead of making a fight against the machine, he made a fight for a new 

deal. As soon as he got the business of the county on an honest, clean, business-like 

basis he promoted a bond issue for a highway system. Because he pledged personal 

attention to the expenditure of the money the bonds were voted. When the money was 

all spent it was found that more roads were built than had been promised, every 

transaction was open and honest, no favorites were played, all bills were paid and there 

was enough money left to build several roadside parks and recreation places, many 

miles of the highways were beautified, and Jackson County is credited with having the 



model highway system of the United States. 

It is said by the best business men in Jackson County that Judge Truman has never 

belonged to a political faction, he has kept himself free of all alliances and his standing 

with the people is so strong that the political bosses are only too anxious to endorse him. 

When Judge Truman came to Cape Girardeau this week he didn't hunt up his political 

friends until he had viewed Cape Girardeau's civic development. What he had to say 

about it was published in this paper Thursday. Then he visited the political powers and 

some one said he talked business all the time.  

As a politician and wire-puller, Judge Truman is said to be a novice, but as a 

Missourian who has done fine things for the people of his state, not many men have 

surpassed him.  

The Missourian was pleased to welcome such a citizen to Cape Girardeau because 

he will now have a personal interest in the development of the town whether he is 

nominated and elected or not, and he can be of much service. 
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HE WILL BE AS CAPABLE IN THE UNITED STATES SENATE 

 

The following editorial tells its own story. You are requested to read it with the thought 

in mind that The Kansas City Star is NOT a Democratic newspaper and that it was only 

the honest, exceptional service that Harry S. Truman gives as a public official, that could 

get this newspaper to publish such an article.  

What was written about Judge Truman, October 30, .1930, can be written about him 

today—with the addition that he has added tremendously to the high esteem in which he 

was held at that time.  As the next Democratic United States senator he will give the 

same ability, the same capacity for getting things done, and will exemplify the same 

integrity that has made him such an outstanding public official in the past. 

 

(THE Morning KANSAS CITY STAR) 

 

The Kansas City Times 



 

THE MORNING ISSUE OF THE STAR  

Established October. 1901, by  

WILLIAM R. NELSON 

 

THE KANSAS CITY STAR COMPANY,   

Owner and Publisher. 

 

Address All Letters: 

THE KANSAS CITY STAR,   

Kansas City, Mo. 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1930. 

 

The Service of Judge Truman. 

 

Kansas City and Jackson County the unusually fortunate in this yearns nominees for 

presiding judge of the county court. Both Harry S. Truman and Herman W. Ritterhoff are 

men of outstanding character and ability. Judge Truman is running for re-election. He 

has given the county an able, honest and efficient administration. Mr. Ritterhoff has had 

a notable business career, is a citizen of genuine public spirit, is keenly interested in 

county affairs and, if elected, could be depended upon to render effective service. 

While the county is thus assured of a representative, competent and dependable 

presiding judge for the next term, Judge Truman, we believe, should be re-elected on his 

record, especially in the efficient and economical expenditure of the 6 1/2 million dollars 

road bonds. It was Judge Truman who proposed the plan that was adopted for the 

expenditure of this money under the supervision of the bipartisan board of engineers 

 

under his leadership has given whole-hearted support to the engineers that was 

necessary to the success of the plan.  

Judge Truman has been sensible of handicaps due to the form of county government 



under which he has operated. He has been outspoken in favor of a simplification of the 

government in order to avoid duplication of service, division of authority and the 

employment of unnecessary numbers in county work. He is in favor of consolidating city 

and county assessment and tax collection. 

Furthermore, Judge Truman initiated and has carried forward the plan for regional 

planning in the six counties in contact with or adjacent to Greater Kansas City. This plan 

is one of great importance. It means much for the future development of a large 

metropolitan and semimetropolitan area. It involves conservation of land values, the 

protection of residential areas and the promotion of order and attractiveness, together 

with the best possible relation of connecting highways and transportation facilities. His 

leadership made him the choice of the six counties for chairman of the regional 

association. 

Efficient, unselfish public service is not so common that it should be dispensed with 

merely for partisan reasons. “The faithful and competent public servant should be re-

tained in office. Such retention is not only a deserved reward, but the reward, when 

given, is stimulating to good public service generally.—The Kansas City Times, October 

17, 1930. 


