
Bartlesville, Oklahoma,  

October 17, 1936. 

 

Honorable Guy B. Park, 

Governor of Missouri, 

Executive Mansion, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

Dear Governor:- 

 

I am plenty be-damned mad, Platte County mad, at the reference made by then 

Editor of the within portion, of this State of Massachusetts paper, which historically as a 

State, is recorded as to its people who were early advocates of the abolition of slavery. 

That’s enough for us. 

 

They say, "the support of Tom Pendergast, the notorious Democratic boss of Kansas 

City, etc" and Sir, I resent those words. You will read further along, in the article a sort of 

a softening, so to speak, but I learned to know at a distance mind you, that the real 

reason that Tom Pendergast has a hold on the people of Kansas City, is that he is a real 

benefactor, feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, and puts money in the pocket, of the 

down and out fellow who, is made so by the kicks and cuffs of the so-called "tops". 

 

We of Platte County origin, hate ’Old John Brown' the mule thief, and far worse than 

that, the murderer, whose anti-slavery sentiment originated from religious books read 

during adolescence. In 1850 after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law, he visited 

Springfield, Mass, and formed a "League of Gileadites" sworn to rescue fugitive slaves. 

Many there joined with him, including a great inventor, the sewing machine man. Now 

when the word ’notorious’ is used, there’s no need of jumping on Tom Pendergast, of 

whom, many will say, he is our friend, and can do no wrong, because, 'we think enough 

of him’ and that makes it impossible. 

 



I stand to be counted a Tom Pendergast man, just as I was a Mike Pendergast man, 

and a Jim Pendergast man. Young Jim, is coming on, and that name Pendergast will go 

on and on, I do predict. May I register with you, Senator Truman, Jim Aylward, and all the 

others? 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Tom. Boydston.  

118 E 5th St. 


