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Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

Dear Governor: 

 

Having returned this evening from Morrisville where I attended the last rites of my friend, 

Charley Becker, I am sure if Mr. Becker had known that his passing was imminent that it 

would have been his wish that I express to you his last appreciation of your friendship 

and the many considerations shown him and his friends by you as Governor of this 

State. 

 

It certainly is a great consolation to his friends and relatives that such a beautiful funeral 

service was had for him in Jefferson City together with the hundreds who attended the 

burial service in Morrisville. 

 

The Becker family spoke to me today of your deep sympathy as expressed to young Mr. 

James Becker yesterday in Jefferson City and how much they appreciated such 

expression on your part. 



 

I understand this evening that there has been some criticism of the funeral 

arrangements, particularly the naming of the honorary pallbearers. I understand that in a 

executive session of the Missouri Republican Club here today that Mr. Homer Mann and 

some of his friends pointed out that it certainly was deplorable that you and Mr. T. J. 

Pendergast should be named as honorary pallbearers and suggested that that only 

showed the closeness of myself and Mr. Becker with you and Mr. Pendergast. In making 

the funeral arrangements and selecting the pallbearers, I had only one thought in mind 

and that was to do it just as I thought Charley would have me do it. 

 

Mr. Becker’s friends will be interested from time to time in certain matters in your 

administration and anytime I can be of service to Mr. Becker’s friends for any 

consideration your administration may show them I feel that it is my duty to at least bring 

these matters to your attention in the same manner I feel that Mr. Becker would have 

done for these friends. 

 

With warm personal regards and best wishes, I am 

 

Very sincerely, 

Ray B. Horton 

H:C 


