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Mr. Lloyd Stark, 

 

Louisanna, Mo. 

 

Dear Sir;- 

 

The writer has never met you, but feel somewhat acquainted through the Stark 

nurseries, which I have at times patronized. 

 

Before your candidacy for Governor of Missouri was announced, the Press stated 

that you ,ade a trip to consult Tom Pendergast, of Kansas City. I do not criticize you for 

doing this, if you did do it, for every candidate desires to be the choice of the majority. 

However, if it was necessary to make unethical promises to secure any of this support, 

such promises should never be made. Furthermore no fairminded man should desire to 

win an election through unfair means, or by crookedness or ballot stuffing. As someone 

once said -"I'd rather be RIGHT than PRESIDENT". 

 

The ordinary citizen desires to see fair play, be it in base-ball, football, prize-fighting, 

or political voting. Some of the citizens here have watched with apprehension the 

ruthless manner that election laws are being flaunted in Kansas City. I have a 



brother.and a brother-in-law and a daughter, with their families in Kansas City. and all tell 

me that they are not safe to talk against lawless conditions there. This very day, a good 

friend of mine, a life-long Democrat, who has held public office in this county a number of 

times, and is now on the payroll of the Government, told me that his brother, living in 

Kansas City, Mo. says this very thing is true. Some of local people have watched with 

anxiety to see if you would come out and condemn fraudulant registrations and illegal 

voting, and urge an HONEST VOTE of the people, and we have seen nothing to indicate, 

as yet, that you expect to condemn it, wish the vote to be honest. Why don't you raise 

your voice NOW against such crimes ? If you don’t do it now, it is not bo be looked for 

after you are elected, as you probably will be, to the office of Governor. And if you dare 

not come out for the RIGHT now, how can you do it AFTER fraudulant votes help elect 

you? And if you fail speek out, you will be violating the Oath of Office of Governor, who, 

before God, promises to enforce all laws, to the best of your ability. And the officeholder 

who violates his OATH, becomes an arch-criminal, and enemy of organized society. 

This, I know, you have not been. Won't you throw your influence for decent government? 

If not, we will be forced to recognize the REASON WHY. 

May God help you do your duty. 

Very sincerely, 

H. V. Shirts 


