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Owensville, Mo., Oct. 14th, 1936. 

 

Maj. Lloyd C. Stark,  

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

My dear Major Stark: 

 

In re the phamplets that were sent to me from Headquarters for distribution among 

friends in St. Louis. 

 

Herewith is a copy of one of the letters that I sent along with the pamphlets. The other 

letters were varied, according to the intended recipient’s position, outlook, etc. In 

company with Mrs. Shockley we selected them with care. 

 

The man to whom the inclosure-letter was sent is an inspector for the W. N. Adams 

Corporation. He stands well with all employes there. In fact, we selected only those who 

have standing and some real influence among his every-day associates. 

 

Through these pamphlets and letters we estimate (and conservatively) that directly or 

indirectly we’ll be able to hold in line and/or swing (if any opportunity for the latter) some 

seventy-odd votes. I trust that several thousand of the printed slips were sent to your 

supporters throughout eastern and xx southern Missouri. It was a splendid idea. 

 

Throughout this immediate section most of the average Stark supporters are highly 

optimistic. While those who might, from experience and observation, be able to analyze 

with more care are harboring two main hopes: That certain events in St. Louis may not 

cause any marked deflection, and that Hirth’s former disciples may be by this time 

weaned away from him --- at least a large majority of them. The writer is still (but without 

any takers) offering 5 to 3 on your election.  

 



Cordially yours, 

 

James McPherson Shock 
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Owensville, Mo., Oct. 14th, 1936. 

 

Mr. W. F. Thielen, 

4603 Ashland Ave.,  

St. Louis, MO. 

 

Dear Bill: 

 

I'm sending this letter, along with the innclosure, to your home address --- rather 

than to the office---because I’m hoping you will not read it in any haste. I want you to 

read both letter and this printed record of Major Stark with care --- and then reason on 

both of them. 

 

Bill, if this isn’t the record of a typical high-class American, then I’ve never either seen 

or heard of one. Here is a man who, as a rule-dealer would express it, hasn’t a blemish 

of any kind on him. He has been weighed in the balance again and again and has never 

yet been found wanting. So well do a large number of the people know that, that they are 

now wanting him for our next governor. His candidacy came about not through any 

self-seeking on his part, but because of a kind of spontaneous movement in many parts 

of the state set on foot by thinkers and leaders (community leaders) who truly believe in 

the greatest good for the greatest number. 

 

Now consider this: The ONLY charge that Republican opposition are bringing against 

him is that a vast majority of people in Kansas City also want him for governor. It just 

happens that Mr. T. J. Pendergast - a man who has fed more hungry men, women and 

children than any other man who ever lived in Missouri--- also would like to see Major 



Stark elected. And because Pendergast’s philanthropies and common-sense have 

placed him in the outstanding position of a chosen leader of a number of people who 

know him as he really is, rather than as jealous political enemies portray him, these 

little-white-woolly- lamb Republican office-seekers hold up their hands and hysterically 

shout their warnings against "Pendergastism" and Major Stark, simply because 

Pendergast has a large following of high-class citizens who are also supporting Major 

Stark. 

 

Now Mr. Jesse W. Barret, George Hackman and L. D, Thompson want to eat still 

more out of the public trough. Barrett especially plays up the bogey-man stuff of 

Pendergastism, and all three prate about a solemn pledge to lower taxes. What. a 

blatant ridiculous joke! These very three men were members of a Board of Equalization 

that in 1921 by unanimous vote added from 160 to 200 per cent to the assessed 

valuation of town lots and farm property in this state. “By their fruits," etc., and we’ve 

never yet heard of a leopard changing his spots!!!... 

 

I know how you feel, Bill, toward Roosevelt --- and I feel the same way. Everything 

points toward his reelection. And if the splendid co-operation between nation and state is 

to continue, then Stark also must be elected. Looking to this end, I'm hoping that in your 

position of influence among the boys there and with your broad acquaintance generally, 

you’ll drive home among them (both figuratively and literally) the ideas and facts as set 

forth herein, in order that we might elect Major Stark as our next governor. 

 

Your friend 


