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GRAND LODGE 

KNIGHTS of PYTHIAS 

OF MISSOURI 

 

J. D. WITCHER, 

GRAND MASTER AT ARMS  

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 

 

Sedalia, Missouri 

1-2-35 

 

Hon. Lloyd C. Stark  

Louisiana, Missouri 

 

Dear Mr. Stark: 

 

While in Jefferson city during the holidays I was in conversation with Mr. Andy 

Murphy, and of course, your name was one of the main topics of discussion. 

 

I informed Mr. Murphy that it was my desire to be in a position to run for President of 

the Young Democratic Clubs of Missouri at the state convention, which will be held in St. 

Louis, February 22d and 23d. But, becuase of my present position with the National 

Reemployment Service it will be impossible for me to do so, as we have been informed 

that we are not to in any way actively participate in politics. Mr. Murphy suggested that 

there was some work that is going to be done by the Citizens Road Commission in 

connection with the Missouri State Highway System that would require someone with my 

qualifications, and that he would investigate and let me know concerning the prospects. 

 

He also, informed that you were to be in Jefferson City next Monday on your way to 

the Jackson Day Banquet and I would appreciate your advising me the time of your 



arrival in Jefferson City as I would like to have the opportunity of discussing some things 

with you. 

 

I have discussed my present situation with Mr. James Alyward, James Pendergast, 

Governor Guy B. Park, Means Ray, and others and have received favorable response 

from them tothe idea of my trying to be elected President of the Club for this year. It has 

always been my idea that if the Young Democratic Clubs are worth while to the regular 

party organization they should have the benefits and abide by the recommendations of 

the regular party organization, and in the event that I am fortunate enough to be elected 

President it will always be my purpose and desire to work in conjunction with, and 
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not in detriment to, the regular party organization. 

 

I am sending you under separate cover December 28th issue of the Central Missouri 

Review, which is a paper that has recently been started in Jefferson City by some of the 

former employee’s of the Capitol News and Tribune, The item which I have marked 

concerning yourself was written at my suggestion by Mr. Noah (Buck) Bedsworth, one of 

the active young democrats of Cole county and who has in the past discussed with me 

matters concerning state wide politics. If you will prepare and forward to me a news item 

concerning your activities in connection with the sixty million dollar road bond issue, or 

anything else, I think I can personally assure you that I can get it run in a number of the 

county newspapers in this section of the state. Just as a coincidence, the day that the 

Associated Press story appeared following the letters that were sent out by Means Ray I 

was talking to Mr, Bob Allen-Editor of the Butler Times concerning your prospects and 

the next time I was in Butler he called this to my attention and indicated that he was in a 

position to give you very favorable consideration. This is just one of the many cases I run 

into in my travels over the state. 



 

I hope you will pardon this rather lengthy letter, but I desired to get these matters 

before you because of my not being positive of seeing you personally next week. 

 

Trusting that Mrs. Stark and your young daughter will continue to get along alright 

and with personal regards, I am 

 

Sincerely yours, 

J. D. Witcher  

JDW- k 


