
August 12, 1936 

 

Dr. John C. Whitsel 

820 Edmonds Street  

St. Joseph, Missouri 

 

My dear Dr. Whitsel: 

 

I am a little late about expressing to you and our mutual friend, Leo Kanan, thanks for 

the fine and splendid meeting you two promoted in behalf of Major Lloyd Stark recently in 

St. Joseph. I also wish to thank you for the fine manner in which the affair was handled, 

and if diplomacy of this nature could be shown in all parts of the state, I am sure there 

would be no such thing as friction in Missouri's democracy. 

 

I had a short note from Mr. Pendergast recently, and he was well pleased with the 

way you boys handled the situation there. He has been quite sick, but don't pay any 

attention to the distorted news about how dead he is. He is getting long in very fine 

shape, as I talked to Mrs. Pendergast last night. I would thank you to convey this news to 

Kanan, as he seemed to be perturbed about Mr. T. J.'s condition. 

 

I am quite sure you and Leo will use the same fine spirit in the hard battle ahead of 

us. The general election is going to be different from the primary. Federal Courts and 

other agencies of Government, some of which are dominated by Republicans, are going 

to be pretty strict out here In Missouri in this election. The Republicans are determined to 

make this state an Armageddon, therefore, Doctor, you can appreciate what harmony 

will do to out Major Stark and the state ticket over with a crash. 

 

Major Stark is a very appreciative gentleman and has felt very kindly about the fine 

and splendid meeting he had in St. Joseph, which without flattery, was one of the finest 

meetings in his entire campaign. 

 



Again thanking you for the splendid manner in which you handled the situation there 

in St. Joseph, I beg to remain 

 

A sincere friend, 

 

James Hurst 

JH:EW 

 


