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September 17, 1936 

 

Mr. William J. McGinley  

Supreme Secretary  

Knights of Columbus  

New Haven, Connecticut 

 

Dear Sir: 

 

Replying to your letter of September 14, containing SOME of the information requested 

in ay letter to you of September 5. 

 

Regarding your contribution of $500 to the Fraternal Protective Association of Missouri, I 

will say that were I to fully discharge the duty I owe your insurance members, one of 

which I happen to be and have been for more than 50 years, as is also say son, I would 

cite the Knights of Columbus to appear in Jefferson City and show cause why its license 

to do business in this state should not be revoked. 

 

You contributed to a political club, masquerading as a fraternal association, formed 

purely for the advancement of the interests of a Republican candidate for Governor in 

this state, and to defeat a Democratic candidate who refused to stultify himself by 

complying with its brazen demands. This so-called protective association issued 

scurrilous literature and circulated copies of the same by the thousands throughout the 

state, and your cooperation and support of such a corrupt attempt to deceive the people 

of this state deserves the exploitation I should give it and the Just penalty that could be 

legally imposed. 

 

Mr. Luke Hart of St. Louis, Missouri, Supreme Advocate of the Knights of Columbus, has 

strongly intrenched himself in polities within the order, in this state particularly. In politics 

outside the order, or in American politics, he is known to be a partisan Republican, to 



which no person could reasonably object, but both as a member of the order and a state 

official, charged with the duty of supervising insurance, I protest that he has no right to 

influence the funds of the order to promote the interest of his party candidate for 

Governor, and I protest also, as I did in a recent telegram to him at Toronto, against his 

using the order, which he did in a recent meeting of the Supreme Council, in Joining with 

loyal subjects of the British Empire in drawing and having passed resolutions in a foreign 

country condemning the United States government in order to aid in the election of his 

party’s candidate for President. 
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Mr. William 3. McGinley     September 17, 1936 

 

A large portion of the funds used to defray the expense of that meeting in Canada came 

out of the pockets of American citizens, and of course, a substantial part of said 

expenditures were insurance funds. He draws a fabulous salary, comparatively 

speaking, for the time he devotes to the advancement of the order. I am not speaking of 

the time he devotes to politics within the order. My opinion, which I think is well based, is 

that the Knights of Columbus and some of the other fraternal societies of which I have 

some knowledge, require drastic reformation, and so far as my ability will permit, these 

reforms will be within a reasonable time accomplished and I am neither a crusader or a 

professional reformer. 

 

Yours very truly 

 

Superintendent of Insurance 

 

REO:KH 

cc: Each Council of the Knights of Columbus in this state. 


