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WILLIAM M. LEDBETTER 

LAKEWOOD COTTAGE  

15 MALIBU BEACH 

ZEBRA, MO. 

 

Osage Beach, Mo. 

Aug. 18, 1936. 

 

Dear Major Stark: 

Here is a suggestion, which might be useful, if Jesse Barrett presses you further on 

the Federal investigation matter. 

 

W.M.L. 

 

Since receiving your Air Mail letter, which evidently was intended primarily for 

publicity purposes, as it was given to the press before it reached me, I have given further 

thought to the proposed plan of Federal interference in Missouri elections, as suggested 

by you. 

 

As you know, one of the darkest pages in the history of the Republican party, which 

most Republicans are willing to forget, was its action in sending Federal agents and 

Federal troops into the Southern states, at the close of the Civil War, for the purpose of 

controlling elections. There are men and women still living who remember the horrors of 

that period, and I, for one, do not wish to subject the citizens of Missouri to the 

possibilities involved in invoking what was then known as "carpet-bag rule". 

 

I have every confidence in the Judgment and wisdom of President Roosevelt, but I do 

not believe the aid of the Federal government should be asked in election matters unless 

and until it is evident the state authorities are unable to handle the situation. This is not 



true at the present time. 

 

In St. Louis, where the grand Jury has acted promtly and vigorously, there is no 

evidence to show that the law-enforcing agencies of the state have broken down. In 

Kansas City, outside of generalities and partisan complaints, there have been no specific 

charges filed and no appeal to the state law-enforcing authorities, so far as I have heard. 

Elsewhere in the state there appears to be no trouble whatever. 

 

Under the circumstances, therefore, it seems to me an appeal to the President of the 

United States for Federal intervention, such as you suggest, or an investigation of the 

vague charges, rumors and insinuations, largely of a partisan nature, would be untimely 

and futile. I believe such Federal intervention, if attempted, would be resented by the 

people of Missouri, who have adequate laws for the protection of the ballot and ample 

means of enforcing those laws. 


