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cc Major Lloyd C. Stark  

W.L. Bouchard 

 

April 13, 1936 

 

Mr. James P. Aylward  

Commerce Building  

Kansas City Missouri 

 

Dear Mr. Aylward: 

 

I have been quietly gathering arterial for possible use later in the campaign, and, among 

other things, have gone into the record of the Republican Party in St. Louis. 

 

As you know, the G.O.P. machine here has a lurid history, extending back to the 

Whiskey Ring of Civil War days and on down through the Chauncey I. Filley, Ziegenhein 

and Jeptha D. Howe regimes to the more recent bossism of Ed Koeln and "Eddie" 

Foristel. It is no exaggeration to say that beside any of these past masters of machine 

politics, the Pendergast organization is a mere Sunday School Class. 

 

Two conspicuous examples, within the recent past, might be cited: 

 

 1 - On the eve of the Municipal election, April 6, 1915, the Republican high 

command was informed that A.H. Frederick, G.O.P. candidate for President of the Board 

of Aldermen, had confessed the forgery of more than $ 100,000 in real estate notes and 

deeds of trust. Rather than jeopardize their chances in the election, the bosses kept the 

information secret and allowed Frederick to be elected although the candidate had fled 

the city. Two days after his election Frederick returned and the story of his confession 

became public. 

 



He immediately resigned the office to which he had been elected under these fraudulent 

conditions, the vacancy being filled by his Republican collegues on the Board and two 

weeks later Frederick began his term of 10 years in the Missouri penitentiary, after 

pleading guilty to a charge of forgery. 

 

2 - Victor Miller was elected Mayor of St. Louis for a second term in April, 1929. Soon 

after he was reelected it became evident that he was mentally unbalanced. Instead of 

making the fact known, a little coterie of Republican politicians "covered up" for Miller 

and during the last three years of his administration the office was practically run by this 

gang. Miller being a pliant tool in their hands and not knowing what it was ail about. 

These facts, with many details, were brought out in legal proceedings at the close of 

Miller's term and are matters of record. Far from being ashamed of their part in the 

deception, Miller’s secretary, Jules Field, and the others concerned in the plot, were 

rather proud of it and gave extensive 
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Mr. Aylward 

 

newspaper interviews, telling how they did it.  

 

I have gathered all the facts, dates and names concerning the Frederick and Miller 

episodes, and if you think it advisable to spring them, either at the Joplin Convention or 

later in the campaign, I will be glad to furnish the material. Some good speaker, like 

Judge Thomas L. Anderson, of St. Louis, could use them as the basis of an impromptu 

talk at Joplin, and later the newspapers could elaborate upon the facts. I think it would 

prove a very effective answer to the cry of "Pendergastism" which will be raised by the 

Republicans in the coming canpaign. Most of the material I have gathered from the files 

of St. Louis newspapers. 

 

Of course, we do not want Major Stark’s name mixed up in this phase of the campaign in 

any way. 



 

Everything seems to be progressing favorably. We will open our State Headquarters in 

Jefferson City, May 6. 

 

With best wishes, I remain 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

W.M. LEDBETTER  

SECRETARY 

WML:S 

 


