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FEDERAL WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 

 

April 15th, 1936. 

 

MATTHEW S. MURRAY 

STATE ADMINISTRATOR 

 

Hon. Lloyd Stark,  

Louisana, Mo. 

 

My dear Major: 

 

Per your request of me Friday night to find out about T.J.’s., departure from Kansas City. 

I spent most of Saturday morning with him. I did not say anything to him about having 

seen you Friday night. I had written him about taking more time and spending a natural 

visit with you, and I did not think it was arranged you and I should meet. I was anxious to 

know his reception, and that was my reason for asking you at the hotel about him. He is 

the swellest fellow in the world, and he and I fuss occasionally, but we understand each 

other deeply. I love him as though he were a father, and I know he thinks agreat deal of 

me, and I have never found him when he would not listen to me. I simply have to work 

out my own system with him. 

 

And I want to state to you, irregardless of politics, he likes you very much Pendergast is a 

man who likes a fellow with quality, background and the things you have accomplished. 

He told me he liked you because you went in the Army, and not the Navy in thetime of 

war. He said he showed you had plenty of "guts", if you will excusehis expression to me. 

He said we must deliver Kansas City bigger than ever, and that is our intention Major. He 

also took the same attitude I did and which I spoke to you about: don’t get too deep in 

StLouis. You have their gratitude and good will down there and each and every  



democratic faction there respects you, but if you play the town too often, and should not 

see them all, then, as I wrote you, some of them would want to flirt and sell out, they 

might use it as an excuse- when you would be perfectly innocent. I realize you have to go 

there, but they have a redhot Mayor’s race, and the closer they get to it, the more the 

"heat" is going to be on. I hope you realized what I meant. I could have gone further and 

explained myself, but I couldn’t very well talk in a dining room and giveexpression. I am 

not trying to tell you your business, but I really want to see you go overwith a bang- 

bigger than Roosevelt, and if something isn’t done at the eleventh hour to muddle things, 

that is the goal I predict. 

 

Jerry McGee is a swell little fellow, but he is the labor type, and is very strong out there in 

Union Labor quarters. His heart is pure gold and he is a good vote gatherer. He is being 

promoted by the Labor Union to take over the Marlborough District, now handled by Jack 

Tolliver, Mr. Pendergast's man. there is a faction scrap out there, and I know you could 

not get the drift of that coversation at the table. Jerry is being smoked up by the Union 

Labor boys to take over the district out there from Tolliver. Pendergast asked me to iron 

the thing out and keep Jerry from being used as a tool by them to create turmoil out 

there. I have always been very friendly to the boys at Union Labor Temple, and I can 

handle them to a great extent. I can keep Jerry in line, as you heard him say he would 

stop and pass the stuff on to me. I won’t let them get in a squabble out there. 

 

I am afraid we are going to have some trouble thru ignorance of some of these District 

Directors. WPA has taken over the Commodity Distribution of 
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relief supplies, and as you can see from the enclosed note (confidential) what Mr. Coen, 

Assistant Director here, is ftp against. These district relief directors are holdovers from 

Crossley, the old FERA., and have been distributing supplies for years to the poor and 

hungry in these districts. Right now, they never see that far ahead, these district 



Directors are tin angels, and they can’t see what it would mean to change a man right 

now, especially in these districts. People with hungry bellies don’t count where it is 

coming from, or, from whom it comes. Mostly, the man who has been feeding them for 

years, is the bird who has them on his hip. To change a man out right now, I am sure, it 

would create a lot of bad feeling and hurt us so close to an election. This fellow Wade 

down there at Springfield is a nice fellow, but a damn poor politician. This Edwards, fired 

from this important position he has held for years, would mean a lot of trouble for us in 

that district; already, none too strong. Haiworth is going to make a mistake. This fellow 

Coen is pretty smart and I have thrashed out all these angles heretofore, when they first 

thought of replacing all these relief district directors, and I told them at the time it would 

be one of the worst things from a political standpoint that could be done; that every man, 

woman or child, who has been dispensed food thru these men, would rise up and resent 

a removal of this kind. I tell you and show you these things so you may be on the alert. I 

am going to try and stop this thing and hold these men on as Mr. Coen has asked me. 

My reason for calling your attention to this is, Wade of Springfield, who never knew Andy 

Murphy until your Jackson Day dinner at Springfield, has been a frequent visitor to the 

Judge’s door when he comes to Jeff City, and I thought perhaps, you might, and Murphy 

not to let Wade know I have communicated with you, might state and show to this fellow 

Wade the mistake that would be made from a political standpoint to change out this man 

right at the eleventh hour. I don’t know Edwards from Adam or Fox, but I think Murphy 

might persuade Wade to stop it, and it would keep out a lot of rot in the papers. I can stop 

it myself, but I just hate to get in an argument with the other departments. Things like this 

always come up right on the eve of Pendergast’s departure. I simply hate to see him go 

away perturbed. You might suggest to Murphy to use his judgement and point out to 

Wade, regardless of what Edwards is to him, but Edwards has been on the job all thru 

FERA and it would be a bad thing politically, and those Springfield newspapers will get 

hold of it and say WPA is in politics and things are bursting. 

   

I know you might think Murray could stop it, but Matt takes the job strictly from an 

engineer’s standpoint, and he says outloud he isn’t a politician. I just want to see 

harmony. I know Murphy, and the Judge doesn’t know I know it, that Wade is playing him 



for the future. And Murphy can play just as smart as Wade thinks he is, and stop this. I 

am not interested in Edwards, but I do know Coen, and Coen is following out my 

campaign throughout this thing and planting the seed of goodwill and Starkism in our 

way of doing things. The JP he speaks of in this note, is Jim Pendergast. The StLouis 

thing he speaks of; and Jim has told him to hold off on, is that Club of votes I spoke to 

you about the boys will throw to any faction down there I tell them to. And from what Jim 

told you can readily see what dynamite StLouis is right now. 

 

I am as sure as there is a God in heaven the Liberty League is going to sink some dough 

in that situation down there with the republicans. I know exactly what I am talking about, 

and you will appreciate it the further it goes along. 
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With reference to Mr. Pendergast’s schedule. He will he in New York late this week, 

Friday or Saturday. He will return from Europe about June 2nd. He will be back in 

Kansas City the latter part of the month, unless he changes his schedule. That is the 

information he gave me. He told me he would let me hear from him in Europe. He 

generally sends me cards from over there, and I most generally keep him advised about 

things out at his stable. He keeps me a great deal under cover, and for that reason you 

find me more or less a shadow thru this Organization. 

 

I am handing you a copy of a letter I have written Mr. Kanan at StJoe. It will make him 

feel good. This fellow is a strong vote getter in StJoe, a smart politician and was G. 

Stamar’s understudy. He is being groomed to take over the StJoe situation. This is 

confidential. He is extra strong in Union Labor circles up there, and should you at any 

time be in StJoe give the WPA District office a ring and tell them to connect you with him 

and get acquainted. You will like him. He is a big Irishman, smart and knows the ropes 

through and through. He is T.J.’s., personal appointment there in my personnel for a 

purpose, a traveling account and making all the projects in the district (democratic 



building, catch!). So, just give him a ring. Every little courtesy makes them feel good, and 

they will say: "I had a call from Major Stark", and that is worth all the advertising they can 

do in a thousand folders, get it? 

 

Kindly excuse this length of letter. I will try and arrange some time to meet you at Kansas 

City for about two hours of your time, and we will get in my car and I will take you to every 

one of the boss headquarters in the city, dagoes, Shannons, Welchs, Dock Johnsons, 

etc., just for a handshake and a hello. It will make them feel good, and that puts the "pep" 

in their work. You can readily see how I go at it. We won't spend but just a few minutes 

here and there and you will be amazed how fast I work and how many situations I cover 

in a hurry. 

 

This is rather a long affair, but I have it off my chest. I want to help be a part of the 

victory, as I said in the words of Schley about Sampson: "A victory that will be big 

enough for us all." 

 

With kind wishes to yourself and your many friends there, I am, 

 

Very Truly, 

Your friend 

Jimmy Hurst 

 

PS — Just tear up this Coen note, but I just wanted you to see what foolish people, 

holding jobs of this nature, can do and start a fire as I pointed out at the table. 

 

Also, you asked me to give you the name of the little fellow who pioneered among the 

Organization in those lean days when Stark was being fostered and I had such 

undercover boys working, Johnny Gulley, state liquor inspector, Kansas City office. He is 

one of my good little boys and is smart. They scoffed at him at the time, but not now. 

Hurst. 


