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April 6, 1936. 

 

Major Lloyd C. Stark  

Louisiana, Missouri. 

 

Dear Major Stark: 

 

In pursuance of a plan which I mentioned in a letter several days ago, I have asked Mr. 

James C. Espy who handles the Questions and Answers column in the daily Star-Times, 

to look up some recent Republican history in St. Louis, and will have this data ready for 

possible use later. 

 



It relates especially to the last two years of Victor Miller’s administration as Mayor, when 

the court records show that, although he was mentally incompetent, a little ring of 

Republican politicians carried on the city’s business and signed his name to various 

documents which were clearly il-legal. Another instance of Republican mis-rule occurred 

during the Hyde administration when A. H. Frederick, a St. Louis Real Estate man, 

although a confessed forger and embezzeler, was allowed to remain on the ticket, rather 

than en-danger the Republicans prospect of success by allowing the scandal to get out 

before the election. 

 

In addition to the above, there are several other instances of Boss rule, stuffed elections 

and other high crimes and misdemeanors, which while familiar to St. Louis people, are 

but little known out-state. My idea is that if the "Pendergast howl" becomes too insistent, 

we can have some good speaker not otherwise identified with our Stark-for- Governor 

Organization spring this stuff as a counter irritant. 

 

It may not be necessary or advisable to use this stuff, but will not hurt to have it on hand. 

Mr. Espy kindly offered to do the re-search work necessary as a contribution to your 

campaign. He is an old time St. Louis newspaper man, and former Secretary of the 

Police Board here. He has written you several letters, and is a great admirer of yours. 

 

Yours truly, 

W. M. LEDBETTER, 

SECRETARY. 

 


