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JOE D. DOGGETT L. T. PATTERSON RUTH HILTON ROY WHITELEATHER 

PRESIDENT  VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER 

 

Young Democratic Club of Stone County 

MEMBER YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF AMERICA 

 

CRANE. MISSOURI 

 

March 9, 1936. 

 

Mr. Ralph E. Wiley, 

Park Manor Hotel, 

5560 Pershing Avenue, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 

 

Dear Ralph: 

 

Received your wire this morning and I am very glad to tell you anything that I can in 

regard to the situation down here concerning our WPA set-up and Denny Holland, WPA 

Director of Stone county. 

 

I think you know enough about our situation that you are aware of the fact that I have 

tried to stay out of this mess and help our Director in every way that I could, although I 

knew when he was appointed that he was the wrong man. In the first place he is around 

seventy years old and has never done one thing for the Democratic party. In the second 

place, he didn’t know 50% of the people in his own town of Crane where he has lived 

most of his life and he didn’t know anybody over the county except Congressman Dewey 

Short’s family. I didn’t know the man myself and I have spent my life here except for the 

time I have been away in school you know. I was afraid of the fact that he and his wife 

were intimate friends of the Short's. You know that we have too many 



Dewey-Short-Democrats in control of a lot of things in this county now. Our 

Chairmanship for instance. That is a disgrace to the county. I was in a hospital at 

Oklahoma City seriously ill when that came about, but I think you know the story of how 

he used those proxies to get in. However, I am getting off of the subject but it all 

connects up in a way, and if you will send a man down here I will tell them more about 

Stone county politics and the Short’s than they could ordinarily find out in a year. You 

know that. 

 

It has happened just as I thought it would. Denny Holland didn’t know what to do 

when he got down in the rank and file. In fact, he wasn’t sure about anything even the 

higher appointments. It was a pitiful situation. There is no excuse for a man not knowing 

a few people in a town of 1,000 people that he has lived years in and our county isn’t 

thickly populated at all (Crane is the laregest town you know) and he could have known a 

few over the county. Had I been applying for a job of that kind 
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I would have been trying to get acquainted. He admitted to me in my office the day after 

he got his appointment that he didn't know one thing about politics and he has certainly 

proved it. However, I told him that we thought he would try to do his best and that we 

would work along with him and we have but he is scared to death all of the time that 

these old politicians and the younger ones who know the game are going to try to get him 

out. As a consequence of this fear, he has tried to build up a little machine against the 

people who actually represent the Democratic party in this county, and they are fast 

learning that fact. Of course, what he considers his machine is a joke because it dosen’t 

have the proper backing. Denny and most of his men couldn't control twenty votes in the 

county. You know who does the work down here and controls the votes at elections time. 

 

You asked about P. E. Gipson of this city. He was just suddenly removed and a Mr. 



Kissire from Galena put in his place. I have tried to get along with these people and I 

never did take it up to find out what happened. He claims that the Springfield office did 

this. We couldn’t understand why they took one of the best foreman in the entire set-up 

off and put in a man who lived in the south end. It was highly resented here although I did 

my best to keep down trouble. It made me awfully sore for a couple of hours but when I 

cooled off I knew that it was best to just go along with him, so I never did even write a 

letter in regard to the matter. 

 

About Willis Wiley...that is a rather complicated thing to try to write. I could more 

easily tell you about it. As you know he was timekeeper on one of the road jobs out here. 

I had been awfully busy in the office here and hadn’t been giving these projects much 

attention during the last two weeks, (I never interfered in anyway but was interested in 

them as they concerned the Democratic party, but since I don’t have a political job and 

don’t plan on one, I have to work quite a lot at the job I do have) Anyway, one of the men 

on the project with Willis Wiley came into my office a few days ago and told me that he 

had just signed a petition to put Willis Wiley back to work and that he figured that he 

would lose his job over it. I had just found out the day before about Mr. Wiley being 
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taken off of his job. This same man said that he signed a petition to have him taken off to 

begin with, but that the reason he did it was because the foreman on this job told him that 

Willis Wiley was trying to loss him his job and that I was helping him. I was simply 

amazed as I hadn’t known that there was a move abroad to lose either of their jobs. He 

intimated that the men were more or less coerced into signing this petition against Mr. 

Wiley and he said some of the men wouldn’t sign one to put him back on because the 

word had been passed around by Denny Holland that any man signing a petition to put 

Mr. Wiley back would be fired. I tried to calm the man somewhat but I did tell him that if 

he lost his job over signing the second petition to come in and tell me. I thought that both 



the county director and foreman of this job were in poor business to be telling stuff like 

that and causing petitions to be circulated. 

 

Later that day the foreman of this road job came in this office and I told him what one 

of his men had told me that morning about the word he was passing around among 

those men in regard to Mr. Wiley and I trying to lose him his job. He admitted that he had 

said this to some of his men. He said so many people told him that it was that way. 

Before the conversation was over it was very evident that Denny Holland had led this 

foreman to believe this and he, of course, thought that Denny knew. I told him that he 

had better be awfully sure about what he said about me and I gave him a few days to 

straighten. the matter out. I told him if he didn’t call those men together and tell them the 

truth that I would take it up, that I would not sit back and let he and Denny Holland 

antagonize 67 men against me...particularly since there wasn’t a true accusation in it. 

Even if there had been it was still awfully poor business, and they are going to have this 

situation down here so we can’t get a thing done right if they don’t remove Denny 

Holland and that quick. 

 

It has reached such a state, that we would be more than glad to have some adjoining 

county take us over. Flloyd Jones, WPA Director of Taney county, I understand is a very 

good man and doing an excellent job in his county and I have heard some talk of him 

taking over our county. I think it would be a move that would be deeply 
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appreciated by the good Democrats of Stone county. They would prefer anything to 

having Denny Holland kept on. 

 

The party is getting criticism over the way this is handled down here and it is just 

criticism. Of course, we defend the thing hut when the facts are before the eyes of these 



people there isn’t actually much that you can say. For instance, on this road project that I 

am talking about. I understand that there has already been $30,000.00 spent there on a 

little stretch of road that should have been fixed with $500.00. I haven’t checked up on 

the thing to verify it, but it could easily be done by figuring how many men they have had 

out there and how long they have been there. I rather think that it is costing them about 

$150.00 per day. It would be better for the foreman of these jobs to make the men work a 

little in order that the people might see that their money isn’t actually being wasted. From 

what I can find out this foreman hasn’t tried very hard to get any work out of the men. The 

men on the job would have more respect for the government if they had to work for what 

they got. 

 

The men who circulated this petition against Mr. Wiley were four of the strongest 

Republicans in the county and none of them in high standing in their community. In fact 

our entire set-up is in about such hands. 

 

Joe Doggett, President of our Young Democratic Club of Stone county, has had a big 

hand in it too. He and his family are good friends of the Holland's. In fact I don’t think 

either the Doggett's or the Holland's have enough friends to speak of so guess it is nice 

that they can hang together. As you know they put Joe Doggett in this place because 

they couldn’t find a man in the county that would have it that really was qualified for the 

place. This county is so strongly Republican that these fellows won’t have the job for 

business reasons. You know how the Short’s and some of these Republicans organize 

boycotts against places that vote against them. Joe Doggett has never done one thing 

for the Democratic party either before or since he took this office. Nobody likes him to 

begin with and he is about twelve years old mentally and always will be. He told me 

himself about three months ago that he voted for Dewey Short. If I had 
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known it he would have gone in there over my dead body. Nobody would have it though 

and I figured that we could get Joe to do what we wanted done because he didn't know 

anything about politics. However, I did expect him to take some interest in the thing 

which he hasn't done. In fact time and again when I have urged him to attend these 

meetings out of county he has informed me hat "when Democratic politics interfered with 

his work, that his work came first and that he wouldn't bother with it, that it just didn't 

mean that much to him." The only thing he has ever attended was that Jefferson City 

convention and that was because he had an axe to grind and got a lot of wrong ideas in 

his head. That also came as a total surprise to me. I have simply forced him to call every 

Young Democratic meeting that has been called in this town or county. You know the 

story of that Convention...Joe Doggett sewed us up on the floor of the club for Roger 

Taylor and then changed his mind about it. If Roger and some of his organization hadn't 

been friends of mine I would have fought going up there with any instructions at all to the 

last ditch because we are too far from headquarters to keep in as close touch with those 

things as some clubs can, but Joe put me on the spot about it. I couldn't get up and fight 

a motion for Roger because of what I mentioned above. Joe hasn't the faintest idea how 

to handle anything and he keeps us in a mess all of the time. 

 

As you know I think T. J. Pendergast is the "hot stuff" and I am behind the Kansas 

City organization in a big way and I like to get their ideas before going too far with 

anything usually. However, I am sure that if Mr. Pendergast understood our county 

situation he wouldn't be in favor of leaving this county Director in. (Please destroy this, as 

I wouldn't want to write anything that might hurt Mr. Pendergast in anyway) 

 

I realize that I have made this rather lengthy but couldn't make it too short and give 

you my ideas. I could tell you many, many things that I haven't written. I hope that you 

can do something about removing Denny Holland. If you don't we won't have enough 

votes to count in the fall and I am very much afraid we won't over the entire 8th WPA 

District. Let me know if there is anything else that I can do. Sincerely,  

 

Ruth Hilton 


