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January 18, 1936 

 

Major Lloyd C. Stark  

1401 Georgia Street  

Louisiana, Missouri 

 

Dear Major Stark: 

 

I am pleased to have your letter of the 14th enclosing clippings of your Springfield 

Jackson Day speech and Press comments on your standing as a candidate for Governor 

of our great State of Missouri. 

 

You have certainly made great progress in your campaign and with the support that you 

will have in both Kansas City and St. Louis the result does not seem in doubt. 

 

There is plenty of feeling here in South-East Missouri against any Boss Control but I am 

happy that you have the endorsement of the Pendergast Organization. 

 

My faith in you will allow no embarrassment on my part in defending you against all 

insinuations of Boss Control. I will "bank" on you handling the business of the State for 

best interest of the people and your decisions will not be controlled by self seeking 

interests to the detriment of the common good. 

 

I have great faith in a business man who has carried on a big business in a clean and 



upright manner, free from clever unfair practice. I believe in the Golden Rule in business 

and I believe you inherit this high conception of business affairs from the substantial 

Stark Ancestors who built so well. 

 

I prefer to have such a business man in the Governor's Chair rather than a. lawyer. So 

when you get there remember that your responsibility will be great to uphold the integrity 

of the State and the confidence of your friends and especially those who are not "looking 

for something". 

 

I just today had a nice letter from Clarence and one from Orville Zimmerman. They 

assure me that Congress will do its best to provide a way out for the farmer. 

 

Please let me know at anytime if there is anything you think I might do for you. I am not 

connected with the County Committee or other strictly political workers but will be glad to 

do anything for you that comes within my ability. 

 

Major Lloyd C. Stark -2- 

 

If you are to be in this territory at any time, Mrs. Hemphill and I will be delighted to have 

you make our home your headquarters. 

 

We can at least furnish you a place to rest and get away from the demands on your time 

that you would likely have if you were at the Hotel. 

 

With very best wishes for health, strength and courage through the demands of your 

campaign, I am, 

 

Sincerely, 

 

J. A. HEMPHILL 

JAH/j 


