
March 19, 1935. 

 

Mr. Duke Shoop, 

610 Albee Building, 

Washington, D. C. 

 

Dear Duke: 

 

I have already written you about the nursery stock and apples, but I could not write a 

political letter out at my business office and say just what I wanted to tell you. 

I have also made it a rule not to handle any political matters during business hours. 

 

I can not tell you how deeply I appreciate your confidential information and personal 

approval of prospective candidacy for Governor. All I can tell you at this time is that we 

seem to have an excellent lead. In strictest confidence, here is what our clipping record 

shows from the last election to last week: We have received about 67% of all the space 

in the newspapers devoted to the gubernatorial candidates since the last election, while 

all the other candidates put together have received the remaining 33%. 

 

I believe you are correct in your statement that if we can keep going they can not nose us 

out. I notice an article in the Star on March 17th, listing about nineteen gubernatorial 

possibilities. You probably know about everything that I know which is to the effect that 

there are only one or two real prospects in the whole lay out. 

 

I am awfully glad to get the good news about your friendship and Bennett, and also that 

you feel that he will go along with T. J., because the Party needs harmony above all else 

if we expect to win in 1936 for it is not going to be as easy as some seems to think, 

though I do believe the Democratic nomination this time is tantamount to election. 

 

I am particularly glad to know that you think friends did not start the ball rolling too soon. 

A number of them thought we were too early. Of course a lot of other candidates and 



their friends will be throwing brickbats at us but that is part of the game. I think you are 

dead right about laying 
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low until summer and then going over the top with a big barrage - at least going around 

the State quietly and meeting all the leaders and also seeing that the publicity is not 

neglected. 

 

Harry Truman is certainly a good friend of mine, and I do appreciate it more than I will 

ever be able to tell him. Please give him my regards when you see him. I had a letter 

from him the other day. I am also greatly pleased to learn that Orville Zimmerman is 

helping our cause. 

 

I hope to be in Washington for a few hours on Monday. It may be that I will have to stay 

over an extra day. My son, John, is down at Annapolis trying to pick up some Math for his 

entrance examination. I will probably spend a half day with him and a whole day in 

Washington, and will try to see you then. 

 

Confidentially, all reports I am getting from all over the State are splendid. If the election 

were held tomorrow there would not be any doubt about the situation. 

 

With kindest personal regards to both you and Ruth, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

LLOYD C. STARK. 

LCS:P 

 


