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Sept. 14th, 1935.  

 

Private and Personal 

 

Hon. Lloyd Stark,  

Louisana, Mo. 

 

Dear Major: 

 

The past two morning at 6 AM., I have been with Mr. Pendergast at Riverside, This AM., I 

was in conference with Mr. Pendergast and Matt Murray. Mr. Pendergast and Murray 

have tendered, without solicitation on my part, position as Murray's out-state contact 

man on public works program. I will be in harness in next two to three weeks. It is an 

important post for many reasons. 

 

How, I rather felt out Mr. Pendergast about the governorship, while alone with him. He 

said: Jimmy I told you I would let every man fight it out for himself. I will support the 

outstanding candidate, a man with a clean record. I am not going to be rushed into 

anything, nor by the politicians. The man who is on top within thirty to forty days, gets the 

support of the Organization." 

 

Is that good news? 

 



You are being talked by all the ward leaders, precinct captains and over the city hall. Is 

that good news? 

 

I, with my limited knowledge of politics, organization workings; and general observation 

of trend of events, believe I am calling your card. I still have the faith stronger than ever, 

you are going to be our man. 

 

I certainly hope no false moves are made. I want to see you get it, and the thing is almost 

in your grasp. 

 

The Uriah Heaps and others will come in a rush at the eleventh hour, but I know you 

have their numbers. I know Tom Pendergast is OK., and I can hardly construe his words, 

than words that are pointing fast in your selection. 

 

Again, in conclusion, dear Major, I believe if the mantle falls to your shoulders, you will 

live up to every hope and trust your friends who have worked hard for you, you will do the 

right thing with Pendergast. I know it, I feel it and I can visualize a splendid future to you. 

 

These, perhaps, are strange words, but to you from an unseen friend, I say in closing; I 

have never falsified a report to you, been candid in speaking to you, and will continue to 

do so- right up to "zero" hour. 

 

I just wanted you to know now I feel after being with him the past few mornings. I will 

see him every day right up to the hour I pull out on this assignment of Murray's. I guess 

you can realize the importance of the thing. Pendergast is going to expect me to make 

friends throughout the state for the democratic party. I shall do it to the best of my ability, 

and I know I shall soon come in personal contact with you, when I get in that locality. 

 

To me, you are my friend, and don't hesitate to use me in name to any of the 

Organization. I tell you now, it won't hurt. I have played the game true blue with them, 

and I have some humble unfluence within same. 



 

If you get this nomination, you can bet all the tea in China, I will be going night and 

day for you. 

  

Your friend, 

Jim Hurst 

 

Any time the word grows stronger, or, the blaze brighter - I shall silently pass on to 

you as I am doing, the trend. 

Hurst. 


