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FRED E. WHITTEN  

Coalition Candidate for Mayor 
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FRED E. WHITTEN, our candidate for Mayor, is a self made man. Born on a farm 2 1/2 

miles from Rome, Sumner County, Kansas, in 1889, he is 48 years old. 

 

Rome, Kansas is a village of perhaps 50 people, on the prairie south of Wichita. His 

father and mother, both deceased, were Kansas pioneers of that sturdy stock that blazed 

the Western trail. 

 

Like many other successful men reared in the rural communities of America, Fred 

Whitten has been the architect of his own destiny, a poor boy, without patrimony or 

inheritance, he has been compelled to earn his way. He went through a district school 

near his farm home, entered the High School of Wellington, the County seat, at the age 

of 16, paid his way while there by working in a clothing store and at other occasional 

employment. Then he taught the school at Rome one term, worked at other jobs for two 

years and saved a little money to enable him to get started in the State University at 

Lawrence. 

 

He entered the University in the fall of 1912, and remained four years, graduating 

from the Law Department with the degree of LLB. During his stay at the University he 

worked at various odd jobs to defray his expense. In the summers he returned to the 

farm and helped his parents. After graduating from the University, being without funds, 

he obtained a position as traveling salesman for the Vernon Law Book Company of 

Kansas City, covering the states of Kansas and Nebraska. 

 

He held this job until the United States went into the World War, when he volunteered 

and went to the first officers training camp at Ft. Riley. After training he was 



commissioned a First 

 

[page 3] 

Lieutenant and assigned to the 89th Division, under General Leonard Wood and went 

over seas. He was promoted to the rank of captain and returned to the states as an 

instructor of new troops and assigned to the Instruction Camp at Camp Wheeler, 

Georgia, where he was mustered out of service September 8th, 1919. 

 

He has since remained in the Reserve Corps and was promoted to Colonel through 

the various ranks and commands. He is now Commander of the 408th Infantry Reserve 

Regiment, which goes to camp each year. Last season he was in command of the CMTC 

at Ft. Leavenworth. 

 

Mr. Whitten is a member of St. Andrews Episcopal Church, was for two years 

president of the men's club of that church, is Past President of Reserve Officers 

Association, Past Commander of the K. C. Chapter of the National Sojourners 

(Masonic), member of Military Order of the World War, a Mason, being a member of 

Ivanhoe Lodge, Sanford Brown, Jr., Post No. 124, The American Legion, Scottish Rite, 

The Shrine and of the Shrine Patrol. 

 

He is also a member of the Business Leaders Club, Past- President of the Citizens 

League, a member of the Missouri Bar Association and other clubs and associations. He 

has always taken a great interest in public affairs and has been a member of the. 

Speakers Committee on Charity drives for the past ten years. 

 

He is married, has one child, Helen Virginia, now 13 years of age. Mrs. Whitten was 

formerly Miss Helen Margaret Somerville, a daughter of the late J. P. Somerville, long a 

prominent insurance man in Kansas City. 

 

[page 4] 

Fred Whitten is a Kansas Democrat, transplanted to Missouri and a Democrat he 



remains. Having been reared in rural America where common honesty is a common trait, 

he does not fit into the picture of a dishonest, racketeering, vote stealing faction in City 

Government. He is not a "Radical," a "Reformer," nor a "Holier than Thou," as he has 

been sneeringly called, but he is a Citizen who believes that common honesty should be 

the watchword in City Government and will subscribe to no other doctrine. 

 

From the rural community to the big city, he knows the aims, ambitions and activities 

of men. He is able, honest and fearless, a man who gets things done. We consider him 

the ideal man to serve as Mayor, following the era of a corrupt machine, and we take 

pleasure in presenting him, and in asking for him the support of all good citizens. 

 

* * * 

Vote for Every One of Our Coalition Candidates 

DON'T SCRATCH! 

* * * 

COALITION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEES  

920 Grand Avenue  

Phone HArrison 6835 

 


