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January 21-1940 

 

Governor Lloyd Stark, 

 

Dear Sir, 

 I am writing you a personal letter because I want to be sure that you get this information. 

 I wonder if you realize just what is going on in Kansas City. 

 First let me say that I am a Republiucan Charter Party member, one who has worked for 

years to rid this city county and state of the Pendergast Machine. Therefore you can see why I 

was ready with thousands of others both Republicans and Democrats to back you up in 

everything you did when you too started on the clean-up. 

 Then came the Recall Petitions and Charlie Regan’s count, which was one of the 

machine’s worst moves.   

 Well after all perhaps you know the story as well as I do, or at least you should, but I 

wonder if you realize just what is happening to you here.  It is beginning to get around that your 

Election Officials, and they are yours, are Machine controlled. I have heard this from both inside 

and outside the election office, one  
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inside worker telling me that it was the worst Pendergast spot anywhere at the present time. 

 The clean-up forces in this town are really in earnest. They have worked hard and 

faithfully and they know they could win an honest election now. However, people are looking at 

the K.C. Election Office with suspicion and wondering if we are going to be sold out again. 

 Do you know that if such a thing does happen it will be laid on your door-step and you 

will be the most unpopular person hereabouts. 

 In the clerks canvas yesterday and today we are contending with a condition of most 

pecular co-operation between the Machine and Republican forces to prevent the Charter Party 

workers from obtaining any information. Some of the clerks say they are taking such orders from 

a person in the Election office. 

 I wish that I might talk to you in person about this matter, from my viewpoint, as it is 

very hard to explain it in writing, and I cannot help but feel that you do not know these 

conditions or you would investigate them and close them up. 

 

Sincerely 

Elisabeth S. Nelty 

3529 Brooklyn 


