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GROVER CHILDERS 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

SUITE 300 SHUKERT BLDG 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 

 

PHONE VICTOR 8206 

 

March 30, 1939. 

 

Honorable Lloyd C. Stark, 

Executive Mansion, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

His Excellency: 

 

I just received a tip yesterday that the Kansas City machine plans to put out 

referendum petitions, if the Legislature reestablishes state appointed commissioners. It 

will be well for you to procure the assistance of your key men, to see that voters cannot 

be signed up in the various districts, in case you think it advisable. 

 

It is good news in this mornings paper that Jimmie Pendergast didn't get far with the 

Washington administration. Of course he could do no more than Higgins did last week; 

and no more than was done by Mr. Pendergast when he went over to the capital last 

year to try his hand at it. They are just beginning to learn that there is more than "a little 

heat" on conditions that exist here, that President Roosevelt is not in Sympathy with 

them. 

 

I had a very interesting conversation with the court house reporter for The Kansas 

City Star yesterday. I have discussed the political situation with him a great many times, 

advised him what I thought was going to happen; that you would insist on an honest 



election board for Kansas City; that you would remove Mr. O'Malley as the 

Commissioner of Insurance; that you would take control of the liquor interests out of Mr. 

Pendergast's hands; that you would win the Douglass campaign, etc. When your 

suggestion was made to restore the Police Commissioners, the Kansas City Star 

editorially opposed the move, and the Kansas City Journal bitterly attacked your 

program. But in our conversation, I advised the reporter that in my opinion you would win 

this battle as easily as you did the Douglass campaign; that representatives from the 

different counties and senators from the different districts would line up in accordance 

with the vote in the Douglass campaign for a free state. Yesterday Rep. Edgar J. Keating 

was in Kansas City, and the reporter told me that he came back with the wail that "we 

won’t be able to hold them down there; were going to lose the police department." Mr. 

Curry said, "you must be cristal gazing, Childers". I told him no cristal gazing, that 

anyone with good judgment should know that the people of Missouri have had enough of 

what’s been going on in Kansas City, crookedness, graft, ex-convicts on the police 

department, etc. I think their dissapointments are severe. They haven’t been able to win 

any battles, major or minor, and they find Washington, D. C. closed against them. They 

haven’t learned yet that President Roosevelt did the same thing to Tammany, and that 

he is not in sympathy with political machines that defeat the public in elections. Also, they 

have failed to measure up the situation that put 40,000 phoney votes in the box against 
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Bennett Clark in 1932, has put him on your side for honest elections; and particularly so 

when Pendergast has the other side of the horn. 

 

Keep up the good work. Hope to see you some time soon. 

 

Respecfully yours, 

Grover Childers 

 

GC:IT 

 



P. S. It strikes me that you would not he acting amiss to line up your friends in enough 

districts (in a way that you wouldn’t he known in it) to the effect that the petitions would 

not be permitted to be passed in their counties. Your overwhelming majority of 

supporters ought to be able to agressively thwart the Kansas City  machine coming into 

their counties. They will have to get 5% of the voters in 2/3 of the districts; and I think you 

can easily get a sufficient number of the districts lined up to where passing of the 

petitions by tools for the Kansas City machine will express a similar sentiment as that 

met by John B. Pew in Mexico last summer. 


