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Ask me for reply 

Kansas City, Mo. Feb. 14, 1938. 

Dear Governor Stark: I don’t know whether you will take time from your busy routine to read a 

letter from an ordinary little housewife or not; but I am going to write you anyway, letting you 

know that we little home owners are looking to you for help. 

 We have faith in you, because of the stand you have already taken against this corrupt 

political machine here. We thank you for the type of men you have given use for election 

commissioners; and we have faith that in this election our ballot will really be secret, that it will 

not be possible for party workers to look up the ballots and find out how people voted.  

 I have been appointed as a Republican judge in my precinct; and after the registration I 

was threatened if I served in the election; and several of our Republican workers have been 

beaten and abused; but we are all going to serve first the same. 

 Now Governor Stark, here is what we want to know: Can we depend on you to protect us, 

or must we look forward to slaughter and bloodshed much as we had here four years ago? We 

have absolutely no protection here as you already know, but we have faith in you. 

 So far there has been nothing done about the brutal 
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Attacks resulting from the registration; first postponed from day to day. 

 So the Machine going to be allowed to put all of those ghost votes on by court order that 

were refused in the registration? Where do we go from here? We are looking to you to help us. If 

you clean up this dirty political “mess” here, there are far greater things for you, and I shall vote 

for you every time you run for office. 

 We have hundreds of people here who are afraid to go to the pols and vote, and yet we 

paint with pride to our country and call it “Christian America”. But you never hear any one say 

“Christian Kansas City”. What a pity that our beautiful city is painted out by radio commentators 

all over the nation as the “rotten spot” of the nation. It need not be; it must not be! We Christian 

people must act! Wont you please help us by giving us protection on March 8th and 29th? I would 

appreciate a few lines from you giving us that assurance. 

 Yours for good clean government. 

 Mary Pearl Dugg. 

 2727 Bales Ave. 

 K.C. Mo. 


