
 

Who Shall Rule? 

. . . the People ... or 

"THE BOSS" 

 

A Statement by  

Gov. Lloyd C. Stark ... 

 

The people of Missouri are confronted with one of the gravest issues in the State's 

history. The same political boss and the organization he dominates, who brought shame 

and disgrace to the great State of Missouri in the Kansas City vote fraud cases, are 

trying to extend their sinister influence to our Supreme Court. 

This boss and his organization are using all the power they can command to defeat 

Judge James M. Douglas for reelection to the Supreme Court of Missouri at the primary 

election on Tuesday, August 2. 

Judge Douglas has served the people of Missouri with distinction. His record as a 

citizen; as a soldier; as a lawyer, and as a jurist is one of the most brilliant of any public 

servant in your State's history. He deserves the confidence and support of every citizen, 

regardless of party. 

On his record and at any other time, Judge Douglas would not be opposed for any 

office he might seek. He is being opposed now solely because he has decided cases 

before him in the interest of public welfare; and because he has proved he cannot be 

dominated by selfish interests seeking to use our courts for personal gain. Judge 

Douglas will not be dictated to by political bosses. 

People of Missouri, I appointed Judge Douglas to your Supreme Court. I am proud of 

that fact. I am appealing to you now, my fellow-citizens, to work and vote for him in the 

primary on August 2, because I know Judge Douglas is the kind of a man we need on 

our highest tribunal; and because, also, we must keep our courts free from the influence 

of boss politics at all costs. 

That is the issue before you today! 



A vote for Judge James M. Douglas on Tuesday, August 2, is a vote to preserve the 

sanctity of your Supreme Court—a vote for a candidate who has proved himself on the 

side of right and justice. 

 

The Voice of the People Is Supreme 

 

The answer is up to you 

--THE PEOPLE 

 

YOUR 

FREEDOM 

is at Stake 

! 

 

Box Holder R. R. No. 

 

 

Farmers of Missouri 

...WILLIAM HIRTH 

appeals to you for Douglas 

 

     In a recent statement to the farmers of Missouri, William Hirth of Columbia, publisher 

of The Missouri Farmer, has this to say: 

 

     “In my opinion the frenzied effort that is now being made by the Pendergast machine 

to defeat Judge James M. Douglas for election to the Supreme Court, and at the same 

time to ‘punish’ Governor Stark, is the most sinister and remarkable political contest of 

the kind ever staged in our State. The domination of the notorious Kansas City "Boss 

over the affairs of state government in Missouri is nothing new—in a number of recent 

elections, through the casting of many thousands of fraudulent votes, this boss has not 



only told the Democratic men and women of Missouri whom they should nominate for 

high state office, but there are instances in which his Kansas City machine has counted 

enough crooked votes to defy the will of all the out-state Democrats, and a shining 

example of this was the defeat of Congressman John J. Cochran of St. Louis for U. S. 

Senator in 1934; in that contest Cochran came to Kansas City and Jackson County with 

a majority of 95,259 over Truman, and then the Pendergast machine cast enough 

fraudulent votes to nominate the latter over Cochran by an alleged majority of 40,745, 

and that thus Cochran was robbed of the Senatorship I think is true beyond the slightest 

question. 

“For a number of elections our Democratic candidates for state office have made a 

beaten path to the sanctum of the Big Boss [Tom Pendergast], knowing that if they 

obtained his endorsement their nomination was assured, and thus other aspirants, 

however worthy, retired from the field; and once in office, his favorites have faithfully 

followed his orders. In simple truth, during recent years Mr. Pendergast has been the 

government of Missouri, and this in a great commonwealth that used to be proud, and 

which in years gone by has given to the Nation such illustrious men as Thomas Hart 

Benton, Frank P. Blair, Carl Schurz, George G. Vest, William Joel Stone and Champ 

Clark, and in literature such immortals as Mark Twain and Eugene Field! Meanwhile the 

splendid city which he has ruled for many years with an iron hand has become the 

plague spot of the Nation, for in no other city have kidnappings, murders, underworld 

atrocities, vandalism, ‘rackets,’ etc., gone so unwhipped of justice as in Kansas City. 

During recent months many of the men and women who did the dirty work for the 

machine, and helped it to make a mockery of an honest ballot, have been sent to prison, 

and thus in any state except poor old Missouri, would not the head of such a machine be 

so overwhelmed with the people’s scorn that he would never again dare raise his head in 

public affairs ? 

“But not so the Big Boss who said to a newspaper reporter some years ago, ‘Politics 

is a business’—on the contrary, not only is he doing business at the old stand, but with 

more insolence than ever, as witness his present frantic effort to defeat Judge Douglas 

for the Supreme Court, and at the same time ‘punish’ Governor Stark because he dares 



to champion Douglas. 

 

DOUGLAS AN OUTSTANDING JURIST  

 

“As to Judge Douglas himself, his standing as a jurist and citizen is so high that in an 

ordinary election he would be without opposition, and being the only member of the court 

from the great City of St. Louis, everybody will also concede that this vast metropolis is 

entitledto representation on the State’s highest court. 

"In conclusion, as I have said, in my opinion the present contest is the most sinister 

and crucial the Democratic voters of our State have ever faced—the self-respect and the 

honor of Missouri are on trial as never before, and in such an emergency can there be 

any doubt as to what our answer will be? I cannot believe so—if our Democratic men and 

women, including those of the farm, will do their own thinking, and go to the polls on 

August 2nd, in my opinion the overwhelming election of Judge Douglas will be assured, 

and that this result will be the beginning of the end of Pendergastism, and all the 

crookedness that it stands for in the public affairs of our State. And what a great and 

glorious achievement that will be for Missouri!” 

 

Nominate JUDGE JAMES M. DOUGLAS for SUPREME JUDGE KEEP "BOSS" TOM 

PENDERGAST out of the SUPREME COURT 

 

We Want No More “Ghosts”, “Spooks” or “Floaters” to be Voting in Missouri 

 

Look at the records of the United States courts to find out exactly what happens when 

political bossism tries to take away the rights of the people of Missouri. 

Over in Kansas City, it is estimated there were from 45,000 to 60,000 fraudulent 

carried on the registration books in election after election. These were the voters that 

United States District Judge Merrill E. Otis referred to before the Federal Grand Jury on 

June 20, 1938, as “ghosts and spooks and floaters.” 

When the Kansas City machine fraudulently voted these “ghosts and spooks and 



floaters,” they took away the honest Democratic votes in nearly 31 counties in the State 

of Missouri! No wonder that Judge Otis described elections in Kansas City as 

“debauchery of the ballot.” 

Governor Lloyd C. Stark, when informed of such conditions, appointed a new Board 

of Election Commissioners in Kansas City, composed of honest and courageous men 

and charged them that such frauds should not again be perpetrated on the State of Mis-

souri. 

But in so doing, he incurred the wrath of Boss Tom Pendergast and the machine, 

both of whom wanted the Governor to reappoint the Election Board under which the 

frauds had occurred. So Boss Tom wants to “punish” Governor Stark by trying to defeat 

Judge Douglas for the Supreme Court. 

In every speech he made while a candidate for Governor, Mr. Stark pledged that, if 

elected, he would use the full powers of his office to insure honest elections all over 

Missouri. He has carried out that pledge to the letter. He has said he will continue to do 

that so long as he is our Governor. His actions prove his word. 

That's another good reason why YOU should vote for Judge Douglas on August 2. A 

vote for Judge Douglas is a vote of confidence for Governor Lloyd C. Stark; a vote that 

you want honest elections in Missouri ; a vote that you don't want a political boss or a 

political machine to rob you of your ballot; and finally, a vote for Judge Douglas on 

August 2 means you do not want to turn over a place on your Supreme Court to a 

political boss and his henchmen. 

 

VOTE FOR DOUGLAS AND HONEST ELECTIONS! 

 

NEWSPAPERS 10 to 1 for DOUGLAS 

 

271 MISSOURI NEWSPAPERS for DOUGLAS 

Only 27 for his opponent 

 

JUDGE JAMES M. DOUGLAS 



Born in St. Louis, January 6, 1896, a son of the late Judge Walter Bond Douglas, who 

had moved from Brunswick, Chariton County, Mo., to St. Louis to practice law. James M. 

Douglas served as a “buck” private in Battery “A,” Missouri National Guard, during the 

Mexican border trouble, and as a lieutenant in the 342nd Field Artillery, 89th Division, in 

France during the world war. 

Elected a Circuit Judge in St. Louis in 1934, Judge Douglas served with distinction in 

this office, as his father had before him, until Gov. Lloyd C. Stark appointed him a Judge 

of the Supreme Court in April, 1935, to succeed Judge John Caskie Collett, resigned. His 

record as Supreme Judge has been of such character as to earn him the almost 

universal indorsement of the lawyers of the State of Missouri. In recent polls on the 

candidates for the Democratic nomination, Judge Douglas received 95 per cent of the 

votes cast by members of the St. Louis Lawyers' Association, and 91 per cent of those 

cast by the Kansas City Bar Association. Nearly 2,000 lawyers have indorsed his 

candidacy as individuals and all of his former colleagues on the St. Louis Circuit Court 

have done likewise. 

 

Douglas Protected Insurance Policy Holders of Missouri Against the O’Malley 

Compromise 

 

When Governor Stark had the appointment of Judge Douglas under consideration he 

was assured by lawyers and laymen who had known him and his record for years, that 

Judge Douglas was not only able, but that he had sterling integrity and unflinching 

courage; that he would not be swayed in his opinions by fear of personal or political 

harm; that he would decide against the strong as readily as against the weak, when the 

merits of a case demanded it. 

Within a few months after his appointment, Judge Douglas was put to the test in the 

celebrated insurance compromise case. The former Insurance Commissioner, backed 

by Boss Tom Pendergast, had made a compromise with insurance companies providing 

for the disposition of several millions of dollars which had been impounded, representing 

excess premium charges. This was the people’s money. 



 Under the compromise the former Insurance Commissioner had agreed that 80 per 

cent of the impounded money was to go back to the insurance companies which had 

collected it from the people, and to lawyers and for expenses, AND ONLY 20 PER CENT  

WAS TO BE RETURNED TO THE POLICY HOLDERS.  

Governor Stark considered that compromise a gross injustice to policy holders and 

said so. Furthermore, he caused it to be presented to the Supreme Court of Missouri for 

determination. 

The Supreme Court, by a vote of 4 to 3, agreed with Governor Stark and ordered the 

compromise voided. Judge Douglas voted with the majority in this decision. 

Judge Douglas knew, of course that his vote in that case would greatly incense the 

former Insurance Commissioner and Boss Tom Pendergast. He was bound to know that 

because he voted with the Supreme Court majority, he was “marked for slaughter” by the 

Kansas City machine. 

But Judge Douglas did his duty. 

He voted to give back to the people of Missouri 100 per cent of their own money. 

And because he did his duty; because he had the courage to decide a case in the 

interests of the people of Missouri and against those of the Boss, Judge Douglas IS 

“marked for slaughter.” This same Boss and his machine are trying, with all their might, 

to prevent his reelection. 

Thus we have the spectacle of the Supreme Court of Missouri—your court of last 

resort—dragged into the mire of machine politics. 

Surely the good citizens of this State will not permit a member of their court to be 

dragged under the thumb of a political boss. Surely the good citizens of this State will not 

let so able a public servant as Judge James M. Douglas be replaced by the hand-picked 

candidate of a political boss and his machine that have brought shame and disgrace to 

Missouri. 

The sanctity of your Supreme Court is at stake on August 2. Your vote in this primary 

election will determine whether you want your court of last resort free from the influences 

of partisan politics. Remember, this is the court where some day, your children may have 

a case with their rights and privileges at stake. 



Preserve Our Pride in Missouri! 

 

VOTE for JUDGE JAMES M. DOUGLAS on Aug. 2 

The Supreme Court Belongs to You 

 

THE DOUGLAS VOLUNTEERS of BUCHANAN COUNTY 

ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 


