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July 5th, 1938. 

 

Honorable Lloyd C. Stark, 

Governor, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

My dear Governor: In re Garland Pendleton. 

In response to your request of June 30th, my son discovered the following: Mr. 

Pendleton is about fifty years old; is acting as clerk in the office and has undertaken to 

collect from the employees contributions for the Douglas campaign fund with Mr. 

Yancey’s approval. Prom all appearances he is loyal to you. He was formerly an antique 

dealer in Hamilton and has no particular qualifications in grain inspection or department 

operation. So far he has been successful in collecting contributions from about a dozen 

employees. 

My newspaper son had a talk with Middleton, political writer of the Kansas City 

Journal-Post. Middleton told him that on account of the hand picked political grand jury 

he had been to see T. J. Pendergast and inquired if he intended to let the Journal- Post 

down on its vandalism expose and that T. J. said that the Billings campaign was the 

important thing and that if he would keep up the interest of the Journal-Post in favor of 

his candidate that he would certainly not lat the Post down in its vandalism campaign. 

He then called in the Prosecuting Attorney and gave him instructions to proceed on all 

charges of vandalism on the part of both employers and employees and Middleton 

turned over all the information which had been secured by much effort by the 

Journal-Post to the Prosecutor. Middleton seemed to think that Pendergast was 

frightened about the Billings-Douglas possibilities. You may have noticed that Sunday 

morning the Journal-Post announced that the grand jury would in good faith go into 



vandalism charges and also the foreman of the grand jury appointed a representative of 

both employers and employees before the grand jury, an entirely unheard of procedure. 

Your speech at Independence before the Latter Day Saints gathering will in all 

probability produce some good results. Although they are inherently Republican nearly 

fifty per cent of them are now voting the Democratic ticket and receiving consideration in 

the distribution of patronage. Your gesture to them caused them to be highly elated and I 

am sure the message will be carried to the other brethern of the faith. Your Chillicothe 

speech was splendid and will undoubtedly be effective in the country districts. 

I have been checking some of the election results since 1932 and find that the 

Democratic vote in St. Louis has been growing by leaps and bounds. Fitzsimmons 

received 85,500 votes in St. Louis City and County while Burney received 28,720. 

Fitzsimmons position was no better there than is Douglas, if as good, and every effort 

was expended to secure votes for Burney by the organization here, in fact in 1936 the 

primary vote in St. Louis and St. Louis 
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County was 153,000 as against 171,000 in Kansas City. Probably fifty thousand of the 

latter vote represented the pad. In Kansas City Burney received about 111,000 in the city 

and county; Fitzsimmons a little over 15,000 votes. Allowing for the discrepancy caused 

by padded votes, which you have in all probability eliminated here, the vote should have 

been not over 70,000 and the Fitzsimmons vote should in all probability have been at 

least 30,000. Fitzsimmons was actually elected by nearly 50,000, counting the pad of 

that much. So I am reasonably sure that the St. Louis plurality for Douglas will in all 

probability exceed the Billings plurality in this county. The organization men here, 

however, are shouting loud and claiming 90,000 plurality in this county. 

The fight in all probability will devolve upon the out- state majority and I think the 

records will show that the outstate candidate against the Kansas City machine usually 

carries two-thirds of the counties. 

With highest personal regards, I remain, 

Yours truly, 

Allen C. Southern 


