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JOHN E. WILSON  

HENRY A. BUNDSCHU  

LEON M. BAILEY 

 

LAW OFFICES OF 

WILSON, BUNDSCHU & BAILEY 

1015 BRYANT BUILDING  

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

 

July 1, 1938 

 

Honorable Lloyd C. Stark, Governor  

Capitol Building  

Jefferson City, Missouri 

 

My dear Governor: 

 

In accordance with our conversation, I am writing you in care of your wife. 

There are some bad spots in the County outside of Kansas City which in my opinion 

should be corrected by the Election Commissioners. In these precincts, the Democratic 

machine and the Republican machine work hand in glove. Unanimous results in the 

primaries for certain candidates could not be obtained unless such were the case. For 

instance, it would be humanly impossible for 172 Republicans to go into a precinct and 

vote a primary ticket on which scratches must be made of candidates, most of them 

out-State, few of whom are known by any of the voters, and the results show that 172 

people voted exactly alike on all candidates. Manifestly, something must be wrong with 

the precinct when an adjoining precinct, which is no different as to complexion of the 

voter, only showed about 35 Republicans voting and the ballots were entirely different, 

practically all of the major candidates receiving material support. 

What is true of the Republican vote in these precincts must be true of the Democratic 



vote. I am enclosing a tabulation of eight precincts of Jackson County outside of Kansas 

City showing the vote for Congressmen. These are places that in my opinion require the 

immediate attention of the Board of Election Commissioners, and the present judges and 

clerks should be replaced. 

Even though the judges and clerks have been appointed for a period of two years and 

their terms do not expire until after the August primary, it is within the rules of the Election 

Board to remove any judge or clerk for cause, see Sec. 10509, R. S. Mo. 1929. This 

Section requires the judges and clerks to be suitable persons. The Board is the judge of 

their qualifications. 

I have been informed that the Board of Election Commissioners intended to hold a 

meeting in Independence this morning 
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and that this matter would be presented to the Board. I believe it would be advisable for 

you to either write or call by telephone Mr. John Hardin, the Chairman of the Board, and 

find out from him directly what the Board is doing and intends to do in regard to cleaning 

up the precincts that appear to be off-color. 

 

This matter should be attended to without delay for it requires time for the Board to 

set the matter down for hearing, make the changes, if necessary, and procure the new 

personnel. 

 

If I can be of any further service, do not hesitate to call on me, and I hope you will 

treat this communication as confidential. 

 

With kindest personal regards, I beg to remain, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Henry A. Bundschu 



hab;ls 

Enc. 
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For Congress 9 Prec. 19 Prec. 26 Prec. 28 Prec. 

Bell Dem  329 325 499 276 

Hatfield " 5 4 12 5 

Bryant " 0 0 4 0 

Mitchell Rep. 172 165 130 90 

Byrum " 0 4 4 0 
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31 Prec. 32 Prec. 35 Prec. 40 Prec. 

473 507 357 232 

3 24 0 17 

0 8 0 2 

170 157 114 129 

0 5 0 1 


