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St. Joseph, Mo.  

May 14, 1938 

 

Mr. W. M. Marsh  

308 Brooks St. 

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

Dear Sir: 

Replying to yours of the 12th instant, I fear that you misunderstood my statement 

regarding Dr. P. I did not say he was siding with the P—organization at this time, and I 

am glad of an opportunity of correcting that impression if my remarks led you to think so. 

What I did say or rather the impression I intended to convey was that he and Dr. Bourke 

were both under obligation to Mr. P— for his endorsement. 

I feel sure the issue has been clearly and definitely drawn and that you will find the 

weight of Dr. P.'s influence, if he has any, and his loyalty will be definitely on the side of 

the Governor. 

The day I called I had just been talking with two gentlemen and they incidentally 

remarked that I had been displaced from the State Board of Health because it had been 

represented that I had been appointed threto through the P— influence and I also got the 

impression that it was their belief that Dr. P. had been instrumental in conveying that 

impression. That annoyed me to some extent and I immediately tried to see the 

Governor with the intention and the hope of disabusing his mind of that impression. 

I feel that it would be hardly fair to consider Dr. P. as siding with that organization 

upon these facts at the present time. It is true that the local and the K. C. newspapers 

carried an article 
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prior to his appointment that he had been endorsed by Mr, P— However, that in itself in 

my mind does not war rent the assumption that since the issue has arisen he would be 

found siding with them against the Governor, I feel the Governor is right in his attitude 



and I, along with most good citizens, Democrats and Republicans, should assure him of 

our support, May I not hope that you will extend this assurance of approval to him if the 

occasion should present itself. 

 

Very truly yours, 

W. T. Elam, M. D. 

 

WTE/af 

 

Governor – Elam did say it 

Wash 5/17/38 


