
POLICE NEWS LETTER 

This, the second of a series of bulletins, sent from time to time to leading Kansas Citians, 

covers activities and accomplishments of the Kansas City, Missouri Police Department 

since June 20, 1940, when the first of these news letters was issued. Again we ask that 

you let us have your criticisms and suggestions in order that we may do a still better job 

in making Kansas City the best policed city in America. 

L. B. REED, CHIEF OF POLICE 

Issued October 3, 1940 

We have inaugurated a more comprehensive program for the protection of child life in 

Kansas City than ever before has been attempted. This program is designed to 

safeguard the mental and moral, as well as physical, aspects of youth. Since early in the 

summer trained officers have been assigned to wage relentless war on marihuana and 

other drugs. Special details are watching school neighborhoods in an effort to apprehend 

peddlers who offer drugs to young students—marihuana and other narcotics that destroy 

young mentalities. 

Another group of officers, working in plain clothes and driving cars that bear no police 

insignia, are waging war on exhibitionists and moral lepers who molest boys and girls on 

their way to and from schools. This squad has investigated in recent weeks 43 such 

cases, has secured 23 convictions in the city courts and 2 convictions in the state courts, 

has 5 cases still pending in the state courts, and has lost only 2 cases through dismissal 

of charges. Eleven others were released after investigation showed there was not 

sufficient evidence to prosecute. Through the work of this squad we are making an 

intensive effort to protect the moral side of child life in Kansas City, 

The never ending crusade to protect children against traffic accidents covers the 

physical side of child protection, and every Kansas Citian is familiar with our safety 

activities as a result of wide-spread newspaper and radio publicity given our work in this 

field. 

An extensive campaign for the eradication of marihuana has been carried on during the 

summer by the Department. Hemp, or marihuana, weed totaling more than 600 tons has 

been cut and destroyed within the city limits of Kansas City. County Agricultural 

Extension Agents throughout Missouri and Kansas have cooperated with the 

Department in the eradication of the weed in the rural districts. Educational talks on 

marihuana, safety and other important police subjects have been made before 

community groups at St, Joseph, Chillicothe, Plattsburg, Higginsville, Carrollton, 

Richmond, Bethany, Mound City, Grant City, Liberty, Kingston, Excelsior Springs, 

Hamilton, Joplin, Springfield, Fairmount, North Kansas City, Hickman Mills, 

Independence, Raytown, Moberly, Leeds, Jefferson City, and Columbia, Missouri and 

Topeka, and Salina, Kansas, So general is the interest in the marihuana campaign we 

have been asked to advise with Nebraska authorities in extending the campaign to that 

state next year. This campaign will be made even more extensive in 1941. 

Previous to the reopening of public, parochial, and private schools early in September 



the Traffic-Safety Division conducted a two-day course of training for school officers, 

who are again on the job safeguarding the lives of Kansas City's eighty odd thousand 

school children. The war against traffic accidents has continued unabated with a record 

at this time of 16 deaths against a total of 25 at the same time last year. It must be 

realized that the fine record made last year, when total deaths were reduced from 69 to 

32, makes it even more difficult this year to show a corresponding percentage of life 

saving. In a city the size of Kansas City, with its more than 110,000 registered motor 

vehicles, to which must be added thousands of visiting drivers every day, we feel that the 

results obtained justify the long hours and intensive activity carried on by the Department 

both in enforcement and education in behalf of traffic safety. 

Police training has been made a permanent feature of the Department's activities. Every 

officer must attend school at frequent intervals as long as he remains on the Department. 

No applicant for appointment is permitted to start police work 

until he has received an intensive short course of training to prepare him for service. 

During July, August and September the following training activity has been carried on: 

No. of Men Total Hours 

Report Writing (16 hours) 23 368 

First Aid and Life Saving (30 hours) 54 1620 

FBI Permanent Training (18 hours) 127 2286 

Public Speaking (25 hours) 69 1725 

6th Recruit School (32 hours) 23 536 

Totals 296 6535 

Letters and phone calls come to the Department every day from citizens who praise 

officers for their courteous and intelligent handling of many varieties of cases. The 

trained police officer is just as important as the trained business or professional man. 

Police service in Kansas City is now operated on a basis of continuous training of officers 

to do a better job. 

Since the last news letter a northeast branch of the American Youth Club has been 

opened at 5321 East 9th Street, The two-story building has been remodeled, and the 

Junior Police Drill Team, Drum and Bugle Corps, Boy Scout Troop members, and many 

other northeast district boys have enrolled as members of the club, A third branch of the 

American Youth Club will be opened on the west side as soon as proper housing 

facilities can be obtained. A request also has come from the southeast part of Kansas 

City for the opening of a club in that section. 

The Kansas City Police Band, which was organized in April to take part in the spring 

Sportsmen's Horse Show and Exposition, has been developed into a fine concert as well 

as military band and was featured on Kansas City and Governor’s Day at the Missouri 

State Fair at Sedalia in August, Every member of the band is a police officer assigned to 

regular police duty, and rehearsals are held on the men's own time outside of working 

hours. 

The Police Quartet, which won fourth place in the National Barber Shop Quartet Contest 



at the World's Fair in New York in July, is filling an average of five engagements per 

week before parent-teachers, business men's, and other civic organizations. The quartet 

has contributed much to public relations work in Kansas City's trade territory by making 

appearances in many towns in Missouri and Kansas. 

Radio station KMBC completed, about the middle of September, a series of nine 

broadcasts from Police Headquarters, telling its listeners of activities of the various 

police divisions with police executives and officers as the cast in each broadcast. 

THREE EXAMPLES OF SPEEDY AND EFFICIENT SOLUTION OF MAJOR CRIMES: 

At 4:15 a.m., August 16, Irvin Schwarzenholz was shot and killed in his home by a negro 

burglar. His wife, Marie, was seriously wounded. At 6:10 a.m., same date, Ernest Tyler 

was arrested at 20th and Vine by cruising patrolmen. At 5:00 p.m., same date, the case 

was completed, confession, statements, photographs, etc, ready for prosecutor. 

At 6:30 p.m., August 17, Mary Margaret Maenhoudt, age 7, was found dead in a weed 

patch at 31st and Topping, The child had been raped and brutally beaten. At 7:40 p.m., 

same date, police arrested James Butts, who signed a confession about 3:00 a.m., 

August 18. Case completely cleared, all photographs and statements completed by 3:00 

p.m., August 18. 

American Cyanamide Chemical Corporation reported August 26 to Kansas City, Kansas 

police theft of dynamite. Report forwarded to our Department following day. Case 

cleared by our officers and all property recovered August 29, 7:10 p.m., and returned to 

owner. Six men involved in theft arrested by our officers. Seventh 

-3- 

later arrested by the Kansas City, Kansas Police Department. 

CRIME FACTS FOR AUGUST, 1940 

ROBBERY 80% reduction 

100% cleared by arrest 61.2% value of losses returned to owners 

BURGLARY 47% decrease 

58% cleared by arrest 

49% reduction in commercial houses 

LARCENY 71.4$ decrease 

56.1% cleared by arrest 

AUTO THEFT 41 cars stolen - 14 joy riding - 27 for other purposes 38 cars recovered 

72$ decrease over last year 

PROPERTY LOSS $25,798.64 

PROPERTY RECOVERED $21,118.92 - 81.8% recovery 

$1,334.04 in currency was recovered by police and returned to owners $5,287.56 in 

jewelry was recovered by police and returned to owners, $755.20 in clothing was 

recovered by police and returned to owners, $11,684.00 in automobiles was recovered 

and returned to owners, $2,048.12 in miscellaneous property was recovered and 

returned to owners. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE TRAFFIC AND SAFETY DIVISION 



Members of the Traffic and Safety Division have tested the brakes on 5,000 vehicles and 

the headlights on 10,000. 

The elaborate safety display exhibited at the International Association of Chiefs of Police 

Convention received a great deal of favorable comment. This display is being sent to the 

National Safety Congress, in Chicago, October 7th to 11th, 1940. 

Blind intersections are being checked for the range of vision and, effective Monday, 

October 7, 1940, motorcycle officers will be supplied with cards which will be given 

operators of vehicles violating the speed ordinance through these various intersections. 

Kansas City Police were the first in the United States to use the automatic speed checker 

in the enforcement of speed ordinances and Supt. DeShaffon has recently completed a 

photo-electric cell checker. This photo-electric device will be on display at the National 

Safety Congress. Cities throughout the United States are adopting our method of 

checking speeders, since police executives and traffic judges agree this is the most 

satisfactory method of checking the speed of motor vehicles. 

Under the present administration police officers lead busy lives. They put in an eight hour 

day at their posts, then three or four hours more must be devoted to court appearances 

when they make arrests. At least one week out of each month the majority of the officers 

are in the classroom for additional training, this again on their own time. Then, added to 

all these hours of effort, are additional hours in the gymnasium to keep themselves 

physically fit. Gymnasium courses include boxing, wrestling, ju jitsu, bowling, table 

tennis, handball and squash. 

Your department seeks your cooperation in making Kansas City safer from every 

standpoint. If citizens report suspicious characters or suspicious circumstances of any 

type promptly to the police, we are enabled to get on the scene much sooner and 

frequently can make arrests where delays enable the suspects to escape. It is suggested 

you urge your friends and associates to promptly report any loiterers in school 

neighborhoods or any other suspicious circumstances. The best police service is 

possible when the public cooperates with its Police Department. 

L. B. Reed Chief of Police 


