
May 26, 1939 

 

Governor Lloyd Stark  

Jefferson City, Mo. 

 

Dear Governor Stark: 

 

I have a complaint to make about the Kansas City police department and I believe you 

are the man who would like to hear it. 

 

My husband was arrested for driving more than 25 miles an hour a few nights ago. The 

charge was 36 miles per hour and my husband had just discovered that he was traveling 

at a higher rate than 25 miles and had slowed down to the 25 mile rate before 

discovering that he had been checked. However, these are the facts in the case and we 

are willing to accept them as such. 

 

The very unfair part, we feel, is that while my husband was waiting for me to bring him 

the necessary twenty-five dollars cash for bond, he was locked up with a drunken negro. 

He was forced to stand for an hour as there was nothing on which to sit and he had been 

refused his request for a chair. We are of the opinion that this was due to the fact that the 

professional bondsman present was not allowed to make the bond. 

 

Are not the men on the police force intelligent enough to distinguish between a decent 

tax paying citizen and a criminal? Had my husband committed an offense of such a 

nature that he should be locked up pending my arrival? We would like to be shown the 

justice of it all, if there is any. 

 

We certainly congratulate you on your accomplishments of the past few months and 

want to make this suggestion to you if the police are placed under state control. Won't 

you please instruct them to be courteous and use a little discretion in dealing with people 

who have not committed a crime or intentionally broken a traffic law? This is one way in 



which you can sell your state control idea. Kansas Cityans would surely appreciate an 

intelligent and courteous police department. 

 

Very truly yours, 

N. Dwinell 

Mrs. Charles L. Dwinell  

417 W. Dartmouth Road  

Kansas City, Mo. 

 

P.S. Please do not use my name as I have to live in this town. 


