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Black, Mo June 30th., 1938. 

Hon. Lloyd C. Stark, Governor, 

Jefferson City, Missouri. 

Dear Governor Stark;- 

Referring further to the appointment of Circuit Judge, 

21st Judicial Circuit I frankly feel that the following analysis of the various applicants and 

a brief history of the political problems of this Circuit will materially aid you in making a 

fair, impartial and just decision and one that will meet with popular favor of the voters. 

Investigation will convince you of its authenticity. 

Mr. Eversole of Jefferson County holds the office of Prosecuting Attorney. The 

attached article from the St. Francois County Jornal, appearing in the June 28th issue is 

self explanatory, and indicates that contrary to your ultimatum pertaining to operation of 

slot machines the racket is still condoned there. Surely it is bad enough to have the 

residents of one county at the mercy of the one armed bandits to say nothing of having a 

Circuit Judge presiding over five counties in sympathy with their operation. 

Mr. McKay of Jefferson County formerly held the Prosecutors office and at that time 

slot machine flourished and prospered in that County. Having once countenanced their 

operation in the absence of evidence to the contrary it would still be presumed that he 

would not be antagonistic to them. He was attorney for the H.O.L.C. or was about thrity 

days ago when I represented a client who had a controversy with them. 

Mr. Richardson of Washington County is the party I had in mind in my letter of the 

27th wherein I asserted that I had been reliably informed that Pendergast had already 

selceted, branded and groomed a successor to Judge Dearing for 1940 at which time I 

understood Mr. Dearing contemplated retiring. Mr. Rcihardson holds the office at present 

of Probate Judge. 

If for no other reason I feel that the three above designated candidates should be 

eliminated from consideration for the reason formerly stated that for approximately forty 



year the Judgeship had been vested in either Washington or Jefferson Counties, thus 

depriving the three southern counties of this honor and necessitating expense upon 

lawyers from these counties in transacting matters with the Court in vacation. Those 

lawyers residing in Ironton have not been subjected to such inconvenience as Ironton is 

very accessible to Potosi. 

Mr. Edagr of Iron County is being sponsored I understand by Mr. Dearmont, General 

Counsel Mo. Pac. By Co and various insurance companies. He is, as you probably 

know, counself for the railroad in Iron County and most insurance companies and is 

known as a corporation lawyer, has an extensive and lucrative practice and I feel safe in 

predicing that his appointment would he censured in the five counties by the voting 

population and doubtless most lawyers would not concur therein. 

Mr. Francis of Iron County when an employee of the State a short time ago and at 

State expense devoted practically his entire time campaigning for a protege of Mr. 

Pendergast. There are other reasons why I feel that your appointment of Mr. Francis 

would prove a boomerang to you but I do not think it would be proper for me to divulge 

them. 

Mr. January of this County (Reynolds) for a number of years worked for an insurance 

firm in Chicago, returing to Missouri about a year ago, and subsequent thereto devotes 

most of his time and maintains an office in St. Francois County which is out of this Circuit 

and in reality is more properly classified as a resident of that county althohe is a local 

candidate for Prosecutor. 

Mr. Powers of Wayne, County resided in and practiced his chosen profession in St. 

Louis for many years. It is my impression that he has not been practicing in Wayne over 

sixty or ninety days, alth I think he originally practiced there. 

As far as my knowledge extends none of the applicants have ever been identified as 

party workers and I feel that their applications are devoid of merit from that angle, on the 

contrary I believe if you could scrutinize their activities previous to Judge Dearings death 

you would discover that had this not occured they would have beat the bushes for 

Pendergast candidates, or if neutral would have voted for them. 

Humor is prevalent that you may not select an appointee until after the Primary 

Election. If this is your intention may I respectfully solicit your consideration, citing the 



following reasons therefor. 

(a) Mr. Klenischmidt of Jefferson County, will beyond peradventure any doubt 

be the Republican candidate for this office, in the General. He is an excellent 

campaigner, has a large following and in 1928 in reallity carried all five counties, 

including Judge Dearings own County, but the old S.O.S. went out over the ether waves 

and two of Judges friends in this County removed the poll books and ballots from the 

Clerks office and after "massaging" them all night, they revealed the following morning a 

slight majority for Judge. In the 1934 General Kleinschmidt polled 12920 votes against 

Judges 15818, therefore an early appointment to me seems desireable so as to give 

more time for the big fight. Whomsoever you favor with the appointment will beyond 

doubt get the nomination as all Democrats realize that it will require a united front in the 

General to emerge victorious and prevent the seating of a Republican Judge. There 

probably will be threats to the contrary to force an appointment from you, however you 

may rest assured that they will follow in your footsteps irrespective of who you appoint, 

as it would otherwise be synominious to self suicide for the party. The perspective I get 

from withholding appointment deprives the candidate of that much time to campaign and 

might be tantamount to defeat in the General. By referring to the 35-36 Missouri Blue 

Book you will observe that they condescended to tally over four thousand votes for me in 

the Primary, and I have every reason to anticipate that I can command all of those and 

many more without making a campaign and I have the advantage over other candidates 

by having my organization intact and having made a recent campaign and the voters 

feeling as they do that I was robbed in 1934, will exert every effort to make amends 

should you decide to confer the great honor of the appointment upon your humble 

servant. 

(b) Another and significant reason why I feel that the appointment should not be 

held in abeyance until after the Primaries is that Judge Douglas will on August 3rd be 

either convalescing or in a hopeless coma. A Circuit Judge who possesses ingenuity and 

tact can in about three weeks time pull thousands of votes for him, provided he has the 

faculties to sell Judge Douglas to the Federal employees. I know how to put the "right 

curve on the ball", and will loose no time in putting that plan in operation provided I 

should be the fortunate appointee. 



(c) 

Legal matters of an emergency nature often arise which are peculiarly susceptible of 

handling efficiently only by a Judge of his own Circuit. 

Please pardon this length letter governor but I am inspired to write you feeling that it 

is pregnant with matters which might prove of benefit to you in selecting your man 

irrespective of whom you may decide shall wear the crown. 

Most respectfully and cordially, 

Roy E. Glidewell 

 

July 3rd., 1938. 

Thanks for your acknowledgement letter dated the 28th ult. Verifying my predictions the 

forthcoming Primary has all the earmarks of the greatest vote stealing event that has 

ever transpired in the Ozark Region. They have concocted a new strategy to nominate 

Judge Billings and the anti Billings men will topple over like wooden soldiers at the 

proper time. Figuratively speaking governor your horse is already out of the barn and 

little time remains to corral him before August 2nd. May I again stress the early 

appointment of Circuit Judge if the tide is to be turned in the five counties comprising this 

Circuit. Please consolidate my file, my letters dated, June 27th., 28th., and this letter and 

consider them as a whole in giving them consideration. I do not wish to be over insistent 

but I know that I could render invaluable aid to Judge Douglas and this additional aid 

might prove the deciding factor and time marches on. R.E.G. 

 

GAMBLING IN JEFFERSON COUNTY STILL GOING ON 

According to one of the newspapers published in DeSoto, gambling is running wide 

open in Jefferson County. 

While Jefferson County has been one of the widest open counties in Missouri, when 

Governor Stark clamped on the lid some months ago, there was some pretense made, 

along Highway 61 at least, to follow the Governor’s orders. 

Slot machines were taboo for some time along the highway, but it was soon rumored 

that they were running in the remote places back in the county. 

According to the newspaper, the county officials are turning a deaf ear to the appeals 



of the citizenship and the newspaper stated: 

“The Press expects to continue with information regarding the source of protection, 

those individuals protected and those receiving the money for such protection. This 

article is not the end.” 


