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Dear Sir: 

 

The above named man and his wife, Bessie Reed Adams, were known to our Public 

Agency from February 1934 to February 1936. They had almost continuous assistance 

during that time. At first their attitude was very good, but later on they became more 

demanding and less inclined to help themselves. Mr. Adams refused two days work relief 

when it was offered him, and was very difficult to work with. The record mentions that he 

served one day on the election board in 1935. The only child mentioned is Howard H. 

Adams. Mr. Adams was assigned to a WPA project first in July 1936. He was reassigned 

8-1-36 and again in October 1936. There is very little social history in this case. 

 

We called at the home of Mrs. Adams which is a nice little bungalow and is neatly but 

modestly furnished. On our first call she was not at home and we called next door north 

and found that Mrs. Adams was working. This neighbor said that she had lived in this 

house for fifteen years and the Adams had lived next door to her all that time said had 

been in their home when she came to the neighborhood. She had a great deal of 

sympathy for Mr. Adams and gave him a good reference as a neighbor. 

 

We then talked with Mrs. Adams after she came from work in the evening. She said that 

Mr. Adams had been on WPA and that he was making $45 a month as a laborer. She 

said that she had been given his card and was working at a supervisor’s salary of $80 a 

month, but that she was not doing a supervisor’s work, but was sewing just like all the 

rest of the women who make $45 a month. We understand that this change for Mr. 

Adams card did not come through our Public Agency. Mrs. Adams did not tell us who 

made this change. 

 

Mrs. Adams says that Mr. Adams is a thirty-second degree Mason, is a Shriner, and a 

member of the Jackson Avenue Christian Church. He was once a member of the 

executive board of that church, several years ago. 



 

She tells us that Mr. Adams was a salesman for various oil companies before the family 

accepted relief. He has a ward school education. The family owns their home but they 

are back three years with the taxes. Mrs. Adams hopes to hold the WPA job so that she 

can pay up 
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these taxes. Mrs. Adams tells us that she belongs to the Eastern Star and that she la s a 

high school education. She is a nice appearing woman. 

 

Mrs. Adams does not feel that her husband has committed any crime. 

 

Howard Adams Ives at the address you have given us. He works for the Goetze-Namer 

Surgical Instrument Company. He owns his home and has one child. We believe it would 

be all right for Mr. Adams to write to his daughter-in-law if he wishes to do so. 

 

We do not believe that Mrs. Adams is in any need and she will not need any money Mr. 

Adams could send her as long as she receives $80 a month from WPA and has no 

dependents. This is much better than most of our relief families with several children can 

do. 

 

Mrs. Adams suggested Dr. A. B. Chalmers, 2220 E. 31st Street, as an advisor for Mr. 

Adams. We do not know this man but he has an office at that address. 

 

Very truly yours, 

Glenn E. Campbell 

 

(Miss) Glenn E. Campbell  



Inter-city Secretary 

GEC 


