
August 13, 1943. 

Honorable Daniel M. Lyons, 

Pardon Attorney, 

Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Lyons: 

I just have received your letter of August 10 and I reply at once. With your letter you 

sent me the application for executive clemency filed by Mr. T. J. Pendergast and the 

supporting letters of Mr. James M. Kemper, 

Mr. Howard Cook, Mr. J. C. Nichols, Mr. B. F. Swinney, 

Mr. Herbert M. Woolf, Mr. Chester C. Smith, Dr. Burris Jenkins, Mr. Thomas McGee, Dr. 

A. Sophian, Father Thomas B. McDonald, and Mr. B. C. Adams, all addressed to the 

President of the United States. I have read the application and these letters. I know the 

writers of the letters. If the Federal Bureau of Investigation were to search Missouri for a 

month it could not find eleven more outstanding, more highly respected citizens. 

There is one thing each of these gentlemen has said in his letter which I wish to 

endorse. Each letter emphasizes the fact that Mr. Pendergast has complied with the 

terms of his probation faithfully. He has done that. The probation officers of the court 

have advised me that none of those on probation has obeyed the conditions of probation 

more exactly than has this man. In your letter you suggest that the conditions imposed 

were "unusually severe and oppressive." Well, if they were - I do not think they were - 

this man has neither whimpered nor complained nor asked concessions. He has 

complied with them literally, even meticulously. That certainly is to his credit. 

I can only interpret your letter as a request, at least as a suggestion, that I either 

release Mr. Pender- 
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gast from probation or modify the terms of probation. 



I respectfully decline to do either. When I imposed the sentence I took into consideration 

the two matters referred to in the petition, the age and the physical infirmity of the 

defendant, and assessed what I believed was a just punishment. I still think it was just. 

You ask also for an expression of my views as to the extension of executive 

clemency. Usually, when asked for such a recommendation, I make one, either for or 

against. In the ordinary case the facts are not fully known in Washington. In this case the 

facts are known to the world. They speak for themselves. 

I shall file your letter and my answer with the clerk of the court that they may be a part 

of the record. Each of us should desire that. 

Very respectfully yours, 

FILED AUG 13 1943 

A. L. ARNOLD, Clerk 

By W.W. Caster, Deputy 


