
CITY CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AMERICAN LEGION POSTS OP KANSAS 

CITY, MO. 

3709 Broadway 

MINUTES OF MEETING AUGUST 14, 1935 

Meeting called to order at 8:15 P.M. by the chairman. Upon roll call five posts failed to 

respond. They were Rogerson, Air Corps, Shaughnessy, Wayne Miner and Swearingen, 

The report of Comrade Moore, Treasurer, was read by the chairman, explaining the 

Treasurer had been injured in an accident and could not attend. It follows: 

Balance on hand 7/10/35    $345.61 

Received from rent    74.50 

" " dues      79.75 

" " Baseball    30.40 

" " Oratorical contest   3.10 

" " Refund    16.82 

” "  Rehabilitation Com.  375.00 

Dividends from Federal Trust Co.  91.72 

Bal. from 1934 Treas.   3.67 

Boxing Com. Show 7/12/35  124.90   

Total Receipts     $1045.47 

EXPENSES: 

Sta. Printing & Postage   20.61 

Salaries     62.50 

Heat, Light and Water   36.69 

Telephone     31.15 

Janitor Supplies    17.40 

Bldg. Rep. & Additions-    19.96 

Baseball Com.          63.00 

Round Table Club     12.00 

Rehabilitation Com,    375.00 

Signs for Boxing Show   3.00 

D.A.V. Boxing proceeds-     121.90 



Bond for Welfare Com.   17.50  

Total Expense      $ 780.71  

On hand 8/13/35      $ 264. 76 

Divided as follows: 

General Fund  $88.96 

Picnic  "  21.83 

Baseball "  79.75 

Band    74.22 

Comrade Brosnahan, of the Boxing and Wrestling Committee, reported the last show 

staged was a good show but gate receipts wore poor. The receipts, which were turned 

over to the D.A.V's. were a disappointment to both organizations, ho said, the total being 

$121.90. There was a reason to squawk at the commission but it was estimated the 

crowd attending was at least 1,000 more than those registered at the gate. How they got 

in, Chairman Brosnahan could not say, hut they did not get in over the wall which was 

patrolled by twenty-five Legionnaires. The gate inspectors are commission men, yet 

everything is laid at the door of the Legion. The way things are run now, it is wrecking the 

game, he said. Mitch Charno also added that he believed the pass situation could he 

ironed out, if they will permit putting a Legionnaire at the box office and also on each 

door. He suggested letters he written the managers of fighters who wore suspended by 

the commission without sufficient cause. Comrade Barnett said the committee ought to 

have some definite recommendation from the Boxing Committee before any action wore 

taken. Comrade Cannon made some pointed observations. The Legion, he said, does 

not issue passes, yet it is the one most vitally interested in the shows. All passes wore 

issued by the commission, which is entirely wrong. Second, all officials are appointed by 

the commission, which is also wrong. Then when something goes wrong, the Legion is to 

blame and not the proper authorities. "We are soon going into State Convention and that 

is where you can start something to bring this matter to the attention of Governor Park", 

he ended. It then was suggested that the two members of the Boxing Committee retire 

from the hall for conference and report hack later. A letter of thanks, signed by Andrew 

Dakopolos, for the D.A.V's. was then read. 

Chairman Welsh, of the Veterans’ Welfare Committee, reported there had been some 



unusual work done by his committee in the last month. There had been 18 recoveries 

made in July, 8 of which wore in Kansas City and the balance outside, Actual cash 

recovered amounted to $2,370 in monthly income, counting only one month’s income in 

each case. His committee is making up a final report for the next meeting. 

A letter received from the Director of Emergency Conservation Work, Washington, 

D. C. was then road by your Chairman. The letter was in response to a resolution 

adopted in June requesting President Roosevelt to modify his stand on giving needy 

veterans work in Citizens Conservation Corps Camps. The presidential ruling was that 

only those now on relief rolls wore eligible for that work. The letter from Fechner, at 

Washington, added that the Veterans’ Administration at Washington had informed him 

there would ho no difficulty in filling quotas for veterans from those on relief. 

Your chairman then stated two veterans had came to him recently saying they could not 

enroll. Upon further investigation it was shown that the quota for veterans had not been 

filled as yet. He introduced Comrade Fess, 1735 Washington, a Legionnaire not on relief, 

hut who could not enroll for that work because of the presidential ruling. Pass said he 

had boon working with a group of veterans, some on relief, and others not, seeking to get 

a job. But they had found there was a political angle in it, stating that those who are 

inclined politically with the administration can got jobs at $90 a month while those who 

are not so inclined get jobs at $45 a month. Ho produced a petition signed by 1,500 

names, who, he said, were all veterans, asking that Matthew Murray, Director of the work 

in Missouri, do something about the situation, regardless of whether the applicant was on 

relief. Fess asked the City Central for approval of the petition. 

In response, Chairmen Welsh, of the Welfare Committee, pointed out the committee had 

already taken a stand in the matter by submitting and having adopted the previous 

resolution, "We are still convinced, that the construction the President puts upon the law 

is not the law - that it is not up to the President to construe the law". 

Comrade Barnett then moved that the matter he referred to the Welfare Committee for 

action. Seconded and carried. 

The Boxing Committee asked for instructions from the City Central Committee to permit 

them to work with the member of the Resolutions Committee from the Fifth District in an 

effort to have adopted at the State Convention a resolution directed to Governor Park 



asking for relief from the intolerable situation created by the present boxing commission 

in the state. Moved, seconded and carried. 

In reporting for the Directory Committee, your chairman stated the directory finally is 

being printed. Ho added it should be out in time for a few copies to be distributed before 

the State Convention, but that the majority would be available later in September. 

Comrade Wilson, on membership, reported that membership in the district had reached 

3,230, which was the goal set at the beginning of the year, and counting a few more paid 

in memberships before the deadline on the State Convention— August 21. Ho urged all 

posts with a few outstanding members necessary to give them another vote, to boost 

their membership the necessary few before that time. 

Your chairman announced the membership committee should be complimented for its 

outstanding work of the year. He said that Chairman Wilson had been a tireless worker, 

constantly boosting the membership and had spent many hours of his time in the work. 

Comrade Cohn moved that the membership committee be given a vote of thanks for its 

work. Seconded and carried. Comrade Wilson disclaimed any credit for the good year, 

passing it on down to the membership chairmen in each post. In connection with the 

Bible Class meeting which opened the campaign in Kansas City, he pointed out that next 

year the Bible Classes would meet in convention in Kansas City and that if the Legion 

wished, it could have the entire program of the last day, which would be Sunday. 

Since no member of the Golf Committee was present, Comrade A. B. or spoke on a 

tournament with. St. Joseph Legionnaires held a week previously at Meadow Lake. 

There wore twenty-one made the trip from St. Joseph, but only seventeen Kansas City 

golfers showed up. It was, he said, the poorest handled affair ho had over witnessed. 

Those annual tournaments are a fine thing and should be maintained, but certainly they 

should be placed in charge of men who will really work at it. Kansas City men are invited 

up to St. Joseph on September 11. Let's hope, he added, the golfers know about it. 

On transportation, your chairman pointed out the Alton-Burlington is the choice of the 

committee for official route to the National Convention at St. Louis. 

An explanatory leaflet has been printed for distribution among the posts. 

Round trip fare will be $5.58, which includes a refreshment car the railroad is furnishing. 

The special will leave Kansas City 8 o'clock Sunday Sept. 22, arriving in St. Louis at 2:30 



P.M. Afterward, the train will leave St.Louis at 4 o'clock Thursday afternoon, Sept. 26, 

arriving back home at 11 P.M. 

In connection with the State Convention, the rate will be $3.50 round trip where 

seventy-five or more go on one train. Otherwise, the rate will be $4.20. Two trains will 

leave Sunday Sept. 1, one at 8:50 A.M. and one at 2 P.M. It is about a four hour ride. 

Comrade Small announced the Fitzsimons Post desired to raffle off a Packard roadster 

at the State Convention and asked permission of the City Central. Upon motion and vote, 

permission was duly granted. 

Comrade Byrne, baseball, reported the City Championship had been determined, the 

Shaughnessy Post winning. It also won the Southwest section but was beaten by the 

Northwest. There are several posts behind in their pledges in support of the baseball. 

Unless the money is turned in, we cannot expect to collect dollar for dollar from Tad 

Reid, State Chairman, who made the offer at the beginning of the season. He then read 

a list of what each post owes on its baseball pledge: 

Westport, Power & Light, Air Corps, Earl W. Leeman, Holden 

and Metzger, each $5.00; Keily and Murray Davis each $20.00; 

Aylward $10; Conboy $15.00; Shaughnessy $15 and Liebman $2.40. 

A proposal was made by the Murray Davis Post to hold a reception and entertainment for 

all boys participating in the baseball program. Suitable program suggested. Murray Davis 

Post also asked privilege of soiling ice cream, cake and soft drinks at 15 cents a head as 

a means of helping to wipe out a deficit incurred in sponsoring a baseball team. This was 

objected to by several, but after some discussion, a motion was made and carried to 

permit the Murray Davis post to go ahead with its plans. 

Relative to the Liberty Memorial, Comrade Suddarth announced an idea that would help 

to associate the memorial with the war. That was to have the board of governors put in a 

large American Legion emblem in the greensward on the North side, where it can be 

seen from the Union Station plaza, the color scheme to be carried out with suitable 

flowers and foliage. The matter will be taken up with the board of governors, your 

chairman announced, but it is not likely to be acted on favorably. 

Under new business, Comrade Charno made the following motion; 

"Moved that the City Central Executive Committee request all posts of Kansas City, 



Missouri, to release to the City Central Executive Committee all funds derived from the 

promotion of wrestling and boxing in the future, with the understanding that said fund 

shall go into the building fund and be vised only for upkeep, maintenance and furnishing 

of the Legion Home, exclusive of the forty & Eight basement rooms, and with the further 

understanding that if and when said fund accumulates a surplus sifficient to care for the 

upkeep and maintenance of said home, then and in that event, all posts shall be allowed 

to use the Legion Homo for one meeting per month free of rent, said free rent to continue 

as long as any surplus in said boxing and wrestling fund exists over and above the 

amounts necessary for the upkeep, maintenance and furnishing. 

"Be it further moved that each post be requested to authorize it’s delegate to the City 

Central Executive Committee to execute an agreement carrying out the purpose and 

intent of this motion and that this agreement be rendered by the October mooting of the 

City Central Executive Committee." 

After some discussion, the motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

On the 1941 convention, nothing was reported. Your chairman urged the delegates to 

get advance registrations for this year’s convention into the hands of either Charles 

Stevenson or Kenneth Sperry. He also asked all posts to make a contribution of $10 to a 

fund to defray the expenses of sending our Kansas City Legion Band to Columbia. The 

money, he pointed out, need not come out of the post treasuries but could be collected 

from individuals in each post. He announced the Legion would not ask the Chamber of 

Commerce for any money, that it was up to us to finance the matter alone. If the band 

gets to Columbia, he added, there was an excellent chance of its winning either first or 

second place in the contest; If it did, then the first prize money, which St. Louis will not 

accept if it does win it, will go to our band. Checks have already been received from the 

Heart of America and William J. Bland posts. Others that have agreed to send in chocks 

immediately are the Irwin Kirkwood, Murray Davis, Sanford Brown and Postoffice. It will 

require $250 to send the bend to Columbia, so get your checks in immediately. 

Motion to adjourn at 10:15 P.M. 

ROBERT W. REED Chairman 

EDWIN J. REID Secretary 

8/19/35 



CITY CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AMERICAN LEGION POSTS OF KANSAS 

CITY, MO. 

3709 Broadway 

IMPORTANT BULLETIN 

TO ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 

Please have your final reports ready for the September meeting. Also, PLEASE BE 

PRESENT WITHOUT FAIL. 

TO ALL POST COMMANDERS AND ADJUTANTS: 

Please have your post take immediate action on the motion contained herein on 

Page 5, relative to releasing the Boxing and Wrestling fund to the City Central Executive 

Committee in the future. IT IS IMPORTANT. Ask your City Central delegate to explain it 

to your members. 

WE MUST GET OUR BAND TO COLUMBIA ! So send in your post check for $10.00 

to Hugh Moore, Westport Avenue Bank. (See also Page 5. ) 

ROBERT W. REED Chairman 

8/19/35 


