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August 22, 1935. 

Commander, Wayne Miner Post #149, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dear Comrade: 

The St. Louis delegates to the State Convention met last night and endorsed Dr. 

Louis Renfrow for State Commander. 

It is felt that in order to hold the prestige and membership gained as a result of the 

National Convention that next year's Commander should be of recognized ability, 

thoroughly experienced in the Legion and able to devote his time to the organization. 

Dr. Renfrow originates from Ste. Genevieve, Missouri. He has an excellent 

educational background, possesses a genial personality and is a very effective public 

speaker. He enlisted in May of 1917 and was honorably discharged in February of 1919. 

His Legion service record is unusual. Starting with the first Convention in Jefferson City, 

he has been a delegate to every one held since. He was one of the organizers of Walter 

Runge Post (now Southside Memorial) and was its first Adjutant. He was twice elected 

Post Commander, held various committee assignments, was District Committeeman and 

served on various city committees. He is probably best known for his activities in Boy 

Scout work. He served as Department Chairman of the Boy Scout Committee for eight 

years. He was awarded the Silver Beaver by the National Boy Scout organization for 

distinguished service rendered to boyhood through The American Legion. He served on 

the National War Risk Committee for three years, effecting several beneficial laws for 

disabled veterans. He is now Chairman of a Commission to build a War Memorial in 

University City, Missouri. 

Dr. Renfrow has worked tirelessly to make the forthcoming National Convention in St. 

Louis outstanding, devoting practically all of his time to service on the important 

Convention Corporation Executive Committee and as Chairman of the Convention 

Registration Committee. His work on registration has gained national attention and all 

concede that this year's registration marks a new high both in point of convenience and 

in magnitude. 



Dr. Renfrow is especially interested in hospitalization, compensation and 

rehabilitation matters for our disabled and has pledged himself to work for liberalization 

of government laws and regulations for the benefit of disabled veterans and their 

dependents. 

He is for immediate cash payment of the bonus and if elected will go to Washington, if 

necessary, and fight for the passage of the bill for payment. Dr. Renfrow will spend his 

time for the next year working for the Department if honored by your vote. 

The Commander elected at Columbia will have numerous duties to perform in 

connection with final arrangements for the National Convention. During the Convention it 

will be his duty to act as official spokesman for our Department and to officially welcome 

all visiting Department officers and distinguished guests. It would seem that a St. Louis 

man who knows all the ins and outs of the Convention set-up, having played a part in 

making the plans, would be ideal for this important work. 

St. Louis Legionnaires and our citizens generally would be greatly indebted to the 

delegates of Missouri, should they choose Dr. Renfrow as State Commander as it would 

indeed be fitting for a St. Louisian to welcome the Nation's heroes to our National 

Convention. The picture would be complete with the Commander of the Host 

Department from the Host City. Such a generous act on your part would typify a fine 

spirit of cooperation. 

In view of Dr. Renfrow's fine record and the fitness of the election of a St. Louisian at 

this time, we earnestly solicit your support for him. We would appreciate hearing from 

you and of course want to meet you at Columbia. 

Yours respectfully, 

ATTEST: Thos A. Donovan, Secretary, Delegation 

Fred Bottger, Floor Leader 

John J. Phelan, Chairman, Delegation. 

Bryan Purteet, Vice-Chairman 


